
{*.s8tgw
,i 4i't' "f 

rj:'

February 8, 2All

38185: Abolishing tha death penalty
Introduced by: D. Wanzenreid

The bill deals with three items.
r Abolishing the death penalty and replacing it with life in prison

without the possibility of parole.
o Revising the eligibility for bail.
r Revising the affirmative defense of compulsion.

As I understand Article V, section LL, part (3) of the Montana
/-nnql- i 1-rrl- i nn r,uuervrr, ,ihich says "Each bill, except general appropriation bills and bills for the
codification and general revision of the laws, shallcontain only one subject, clearly expressed in its
title...", it seems this bj-ll oversteps the bounds.

But, that aside, I feel the State shoul-d keep the death penalty on the
books.

It doesn't cost anything to leave it on the books.

It need only be pursued in cases where there are multiple
witnesses, and/or solid forensic evidence that leave absolutely
no doubt as to the guilt of the defendant, such as the soldier
who opened fire at Fort Hood, or the case j.n ldaho where a man
(Joseph Edward Duncan IfI) kidnapped two children from their home
after murdering three people and subsequently killed one of the
children and was found in the company of the remaining kidnapped
victim.

Grantedn historically it has been a tengthy and expensive process
to bring a death sentence to a close, but in cases such as I just
described, there is basically no reason to delay caruylng out the
death sentence because there is nothing to dispute.

If a death sentence is imposed in such cases with no doubt and
carried out within a short time period, the State would save the
costs of carrying that inmate for his/her lifespan to spend on
someone who may serve a finite sentence and be released.

We commonly use lethal injection as a "humane" method to relieve
the suffering of animals, or to remove dangeroue animals from our
midst. Why, trhen, is leihal /ir-j ect-ion inhumane wherr iL com.es Lo
eiirnin,q1in3 riar - r'-,,'*-^ ^-^^ttors whc, Lerrorize**.1qefC'JS C)I V-lC1()Li5 llulllcill plduc
anci prey' ,:n lnnccent m.embers cf cur scr-liely?

By striking the phrase "otherthan an offense punishablewith death" in Section 1L,
(page 22, line 23) I J-nterpret this as saying that a person is not
guilty of anything if they feel threatened with bodily harm or death



if they donft commit an act. That would open the door to deliberate
homicide t agqravating kidnapping, sexual intercourse without consent,
or any crime which currentl-y can receive the death penalty.

As to the changes proposed in Section 17 for bailable offenses, I do
not think that all persons should be bailabl-e before conviction. In
other chanffas inrtri*;teC-, t.hr: r",rorci 'd*at'h' is :l*placed with 'l-ife
intprisanincr:t uj-ihcui" *u.he;l:ssihi"ljr,,..;.f pa::r,.1"c'. wl:y :sn't that irsed
as w*ll in t.he l.:.:.:;.iahle cf f,:nses i.:ii.;nq*:'i

To summarize, if the State uses the death penalty wisely, there is no reason
to change the l-aw. f ask the committee to vote no and keep the death penalty
on the books.

Thank you,

Cindy Swank
6670 Sleeping Giant View
Helena, MT 59602

5102 Road 2041
Poplar, MT 59255


