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Mr. Chair and Members of the Committee,

(Newser) — A Minnesota man accused of seeking out suicidal people online and persuading them to kill
themselves has been banned from using the Intemet until his next court hearing. William Melchert-
Dinkel—who allegedly posed as a female nurse in suicide-related chat rooms—has been charged with
two counts of aiding suicides, but prosecutors say he boasted of coaxing dozens of people to commit
suicide for the "thrill of the chase," the BBC reports.

Meichert-Dinkel, 47, offered victims fake compassion before giving them detailed advice on suicide
methods and pretending to enter into a suicide pact with them, according to prosecutors. He faces up to
30 years in jail if convicted, although legal experts say a conviction may be difficult to obtain because
most laws on assisting suicides pre-date the Internet age and because of the international nature of his
alleged crimes: one of the two su:czdes he is charged in oonnectlon with was in Britain, and the other in
Canada. (i S IR, DO Usuivide-oredsionbar internetihiml)

Sorry to say, this type of people exist. Is there anything in Montana State law to cover such an event?
This bill would cover it well.

Piease support SB 169.

Thank you,

Dallas D. Erickson
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