87-3-123 FISH AND WILDLIFE

game, fowl, fur-bearing animals, or any bird or animal now or that shall be hereafter protected in
any way by the fish and game laws of the state of Montana.

(2) The commission shall adopt rules to regulate contests by a person, firm, corporation,
association, or club that intends to offer or give a prize, gift, or anything of value in connection
with or as a prize for the taking, capturing, killing, or in any manner acquiring fish that are
protected under Title 87. The commission’s rules must be based on the commission’s duty under
Title 87 to protect, preserve, and propagate fish in the state.

(3) This section shall not be construed to prohibit the award of prizes for any one game bird
or fur-bearing animal on the basis of size, quality, or rarity.

History: En. Sec. 1, Ch. 82, L. 1935; re-en. Sec. 3744.1, R.C.M. 1935; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 48, L. 1974; R.C.M.‘

1947, 26-809; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 346, L. 1987.

Cross-References
Fixing of bag and possession limits, 87-1-304.
Contests based on size of game animals unlawful, 87-3-307.

87-3-122. Repealed. Sec. 1, Ch. 206, L. 1991.

History: En. Sec. 11, Ch. 238, L. 1921; re-en. Sec. 3691, R.C.M. 1921; amd. Sec. 11, Ch. 59, L. 1927; amd.
Sec. 3, Ch. 161, L. 1931; re-en. Sec. 3691, R.C.M. 1935; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 148, L. 1963; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 48, L. 1965;
amd. See. 1, Ch. 26, L. 1967; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 309, L. 1971; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 369, L. 1975; amd. Sec. 6, Ch. 9, L.
1977; amd. Sec. 13, Ch. 417, L. 1977; R.C.M. 1947, 26-215(1), (2), (4).

87-3-123. Use of silencers or mufflers on firearms forbidden. A person may not take
into a field or forest or have in the person’s possession while out hunting any device or
mechanism devised to silence, muffle, or minimize the report of any firearms, whether the device

or mechanism is operated from or attached to any firearm.

History: En.Sec. 14, Ch. 238, L.1921; re-en. Sec. 3694, R.C.M. 1921; amd. Sec. 5, Ch. 77, L. 1923; amd. Sec.
15, Ch. 192, L. 1925; amd. Sec. 12, Ch. 59, L. 1927; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 162, L. 1931; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 159, L. 1941;
amd. Sec. 5, Ch. 224, L. 1947; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 157, L. 1949; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 126, L. 1951; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 223, L.
1953; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 193, L. 1955; amd. Sec. 1,Ch. 53, L. 1963; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 34, L. 1967; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 90,
L. 1969; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 201, L. 1969; amd. Sec. 1,Ch.177,L.1971;amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 124, L. 1973; amd. Sec. 1,Ch.
305, L. 1973; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 108, L. 1975; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 152, L. 1975; amd. Sec. 9, Ch. 9, L. 1977; amd. Sec. 1,
Ch. 196, L. 1977; amd. Sec. 5, Ch, 235, L. 1977; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 400, L. 1977; amd. Sec. 13, Ch. 417,L.1977; amd.
Sec. 1, Ch. 485, L. 1977; R.C.M. 1947, 26-301(3); amd. Sec. 2848, Ch. 56, L. 2009.

Compiler’s Comments .

2009 Amendment: Chapter 56 made section gender neutral; and made minor changes in style. Amendment
effective October 1, 2009.

87-3-124. Dogs — restrictions on hunting — penalty for chasing hooved game
animals. (1) (a) Except as provided in 87-3-127 and subsections (2) and (3) of this section, a
person may not chase with a dog any of the game or fur-bearing animals as defined by the fish
and game laws of this state.

(b) A person may take game birds during the appropriate open season with the aid of a dog.
Any person or association organized for the protection of game may run field trials at any time
upon obtaining written permission from the director. ‘

(©) Except as provided in subsection (2), any peace officer, game warden, or other person
authorized to enforce the Montana fish and game laws who witnesses a dog chasing, stalking,
pursuing, attacking, or killing hooved game animals may destroy that dog, on public land or on
private land at the request of the landowner, without criminal or civil liability.

(d) Except as provided in subsection (2), a person who purposely, knowingly, or negligently
permits a dog to chase, stalk, pursue, attack, or kill hooved game animals is guilty of a
misdemeanor and is subject to the penalty in 87-1- 102(1). If the dog is not under the control of an
adult at the time of the violation, the owner of the dog is personally responsible. A defense that
the dog was allowed to run at large by another person is not allowable, unless it is shown that at
the time of the violation, the dog was running at large without the consent of the owner and that
the owner took reasonable precautions to prevent the dog from running at large.

(2) A person may use trained or controlled dogs to chase or herd away game animals or
fur-bearing animals to protect humans, lawns, gardens, livestock, or agricultural products,
including growing crops and stored hay and grain. The dog may not be destroyed pursuant to
subsection (1)(c).

(3) (a) A person may hunt mountain lions during the winter open season, as established by
the commission, with the aid of a dog or dogs.
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