
HB L74 - Proponent Rick LePage,

Sound measurement is logarithmic, for every 10db of increase the sound is amplified by
a factor of 10. 20db of increase equals 100 times louder, 30db equals 1000 times, etc. A
good rule of thumb is that for every 3db of increase the sound level is doubled.

Typical hunting ammo is supersonic; the bullet always reaches the target before the
sound of the shot. Supersonic projectiles break the sound barrier and create a sonic
boom. Even with a sound suppressor attached the minirnum sound level of a firearm
shooting a supersonic projectile will be 110db.

The following sound levels are from:

The Noise NavigatorGr: a database of over 1700 noise sources.
Developed by Elliott Berger. MS, Senior Scientist with 3M Occupational Health and
Environmental Safety Division

Sonic boom 110
Horn, locomotive 110
Horn, auto 100
Police siren, at front of car tt4

Rifle, 7-mm Magnum 160
Rifle, .22 L.R., rimfire t34
Rifle, .30-06 159

Apollo lift off (close) 1BB (loudest sound in the list)
The loudest sound possible in air is 194 decibels

How dangerous is gunfire to my hearing?

According to 3M Hearing Conservation Division the sound of gunfire is the most
hazardous non-occupational noise to which Americans are exposed. A single shot
experienced by an unprotected ear can lead to immediate and permanent hearing loss,
often accompanied by tinnitus. Just because you might have shot without protection in
the past, and without apparent hearing loss, does not mean you might not get hurt the
next time. Exposure to peaks sound pressures can be likened to dropping a glass bottle.
Sometimes it breaks and sometimes it doesnt; you can't predict the outcome.

Modern centerfire suppressor designs reduce the sound level of a firearm by about 35db.
Even with this level of sound attenuation a typical hunting rifle will still have a higher
sound level than a train horn.

According to the National Center for Health Statistics 36 million (I7o/o) Americans have
some degree of hearing loss making it a public health issue third in line after heart
disease and arthritis.



HB L74 repeals MCA f37-3-t23, it does not amend it to allow hunting with a
suppressor.

87-3-L23. Use of silencers or mufflers on firearms forbidden. No person may take
into a field or forest or have in his possession while out hunting any device or
mechanism devised to silence, muffle. or minimize the report of any firearms. whether
such device or mechanism be operated from or attached to any firearm.

Under MCA 45-8-336 all suppressors used for an illegal purpose are illegal.

Suppressors are legal to possess in these 39 states:
AK, AL, A& AZ, CO, CT, FL, GA, IA, rD, rN, KS, KY, LA, MD, ME, MS, MO, MT, ND,
NE, NH, NV, NM, NC, OH, OK, O& pA, SC, SD, TN, TX, UT, VA, WA, Wr, WV, and
WY

Suppressors are legal for hunting in no fewer than 18 states:
Alaska
Arkansas
Colorado
Kentucky
Mississippi
Missouri
Maryland
North Dakota
Nebraska
Pennsylvania

Tennessee
Texas
Utah
Virginia
West Virginia
Wisconsin

South Carolina all game animals, predators and varmints
South Dakota all game animals, predators and varmints

all game animals, predators and varmints
all game animals, predators and varmints
all game animals, predators and varmints
all game animals, predators and varmints
all game animals, predators and varmints
all game animals, predators and varmints
all game animals, predators and varmints
all game animals, predators and varmints
all game animals, predators and varmints
all game animals, predators and varmints

all game animals, predators and varmints
x non-game animals (predators & varmints)
all game animals, predators and varmints
all game animals, predators and varmints
all game animals, predators and varmints
all game animals, predators and varmints

Washington currently has a bill in the legislature to legalize suppressor use, it has
passed in the House, is out of the Senate committee with a do-pass recommendation.

Wyoming has had legislation introduced in the past 3 legislatures seeking to legalize
suppressors for hunting

For 2011 the firearm manufacturers have introduced many models of rifles and
handguns configured from the factory to accept sound suppressors. Sound suppressors
and suppressed firearms are one of the fastest growing segments of the firearms
industry.

Some of the finest suppressors in the world are manufactured in Potomac, MT.


