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Itlarch 7,201I

Senate Local Government Committee
Senator Jon Soqiq Chainnan
Senator Art Wittich, Vice Chairman
Senator ShannonAugare
Senator Blward Buttrey
Semator Steve Gallus
S€nator Lynda Moss
S€DatorAlan Olson
Senator Bruce Tutvedt
Senator Gene Vuckovich

Re: HB 231

Dea Committee Members:

My name is Russell Nelson. I am Mayor of the City of Belgraden Montana I am writing
to ask you to oppose HB 231. The City Council of the City of Belgrade oppos€s HB 231.

The bill could potentially have negative impacts on our City, The City of Belgrade is
currently a Class 3 City. The 2010 gensrls may show our population at grealrx than E,500
reside,nts making us a Class 2 City. The current law stales that Class 2 Cities must have a
paid fire departnerrt. Belgrade currr,ntly has a contract with Central Valley Fire to
provide fire services for the City of Belgrade- We have a

Yall"y Fire. However they want more money froq1 we cannm
a much lower cost. 6216s rhis transition

more difficult and could potentially incnease the costs to the citizens of

Please help us save money for the citizens of Belg;rade by voting no on I{B 231.

Thankyou foryour senrice to Montana

U-.ztu/rZ;
Russell C. Nelson
Mayor of Belgrade
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