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Written Comments in Support of Senate Bill No. 47 Introduced by Senator chas n. vincerFffiBl{ m " 'l-L' ' :'" :' '

Monday - January l0, 20l l at 3:fi) pm Room 422 fi
ttn

chairperson Senator Debby Barrec and members of the Senate Nahral Resource committ$!*JPe
submiting written comments in support of Senate Bill No.47 inroduced by Senator Chas D. Vincent.

My name is Richard E. Grady, a private citizr,n,afg3lz Lincoln Road West - Canyon Creek Montan4
located 25 miles Northwest of Helena. My family has a ranching oper*iott that has been owned by 3
gerrerations and has been part ofthe Canyon Creek community since the early lfl)O's. The two family
ranches have classified timber lands of apprcximately 6000 asres consisting of a mixture of Ponderosa
Pine, Sprucq Douglas Fir, and Lodge pole Pine- It has beign harvesf€d for pulp, post and poleq firewoo4
alongwith saw logs fiepast40 yeus and is impactedbythe Monrain Pine Beetle and SpruceBudworm.
It is also part of a conservation easement with Fish, Wildlife ard Parks.

I also serve as atrustee withthe Canyon Creek Rrrral Fire Disridftal has areas withintlrc WildM Urbm
Interface (WUD that pnoperty owneni ae attenrpting to rdrrce dre frre loading of dead trces aomd their
homes and seasonal cabins. Given the d€prcss€d timber markets ard a declining timber industry, it is
becorning difficuh on &e ability of drese prcperty owners too managed &€ir dead ffis ard markct fte dead
trees for firewood and odrer valrc added producB.

Also my family's ranches and other property owners were impacted by the escaped contol bum know as

tlre Davis Fire too enhance grizzly bear habitat of subalpine fu of ihe Lfurcoln Ranger District - Helena
National Forest on August 26, 2010 wh€n aU opening burning in l-ewis md Cldc Cotutty was clced drc
to exfierne fire csditions ard potential red flag wrnings of high s€asfrtal ternperatwcs, lwrehive
humidity and potential for dry lightning. I have attacH a photopoint oflhe fire, shwing &e exfeme fire
b€havitr, and ft€ amountof $noke particl€s beingrelasd into fr€ dnosph€re.

The amsndnent of the langu4ge vfu 75-2-l l, MCA Powers of fie Board rmder @ a wood &ip€r, ctood
grind€r, or ofrer forescry equipnent and iB associded engim med for foresry practices &aremaim in a
single location for less dnn 12 nronths and is not subject to the requirements of 42 U.S.C. 7475 or 76a.
€xoep wlrcn used in an incorporated city ortovm.

orr Satrnday, January 8&, 2010 I atended ard listmed to &ose whom spoke d drc Jobs Listening Sessim
wpputed by dris legislative body ur recommendaiors to help slmlt busims suoreed and iryrove tbe
regulatory environment for the State of Montana

The amendment to this state statue will he$ tre srnall busirnss owner tr properq/ owm rvbo conttrts
wift a private coNrtracttr to h€tp widr fuel mitigatiur to reduce the M ad dying timberfrd is being
atrected by the Mountain Pine Beetle and Spnrce Budworm wtside an ircorporded city or town. Also it
will help to reduce the amount of slash drat would be piled to be hrn€d later under an llazad Redrction
Agreements $at requires a propoty owns involving a timberhrrrest, by not hrning dte fuel, rdrcc fte
potetrtid of an escaped firre thd could drneaen djrcnt prop€rty, dre g€Deral Frblic ad trrsfiglftr saf€fy-

lf we are going to improve the regulatory envinxunent of Montane we have too work together in a positive
nay that wr help incorpomne acoeeaUle forestry practices dd curr€nt tsltnolog/ wi& &e cofitinu€d
decline of ow timb€r industry iltd trelp too pnmote in fre ftnre biomss opportmities. This will heb
reduce tbe M and dyingtrees ilund bm€s and clmifiedtir*srpropot56 be S*etocqlywith Air
Qdity negulations to prdect public h€alft, safety and 6e air Qrnlity of our State in compliance to tre
I\dqha Environmental Poliry A€t (MEPA) ad open hrrftg permits- Thk_1ou for&eoppctmity as
a priv*e citian to testif before &e comrritree today.

lsl A?i&aJZ- q-ey
Richard E. Grady
FOBox 547
Canyon Creelq MT 59633
406368-2308
sradvbunch@l inctel.net



Helena National Forest
D*vls FIRE RevrEw Surruany

This document summarizes the resufts, conclusions, and recommendations of the DavisEscaped Prescribed Fire Report and immediate actions the Helena National Forest willimplement. The Helena gives commendations to the Interagency Review Team for athorough report. This knowledge and our future actions wilf strengthen our prescribed FireProgram and enhancg our ability to maintain, restore vegetative communities, achievedesired resource conditions, an protect life and property.

summarized below are the review team's findings that led to the wildland fire declaration ofthe Davis 5 Prescribed Burn on August 26, ZOLA,

1' Awareness of potential prescribed fire complexity-As a group there needed tobe better recognition of a low probability, high consequence event for this prescribed
burn.

?' Fuel type differences inside and outside the planned burn unit-The Davis 5Prescribed Fire Plan does not address the abundance of subalpine ffr inside andoutside of the unit and does not include a discussion of the associated spottingpotential and probability of ignition.3' Spot Forecasts-The winds preoicteA in the spot weather forecast changed betweenthe forecast received the aftemoon on August 24 and immediately prior to ignitions
on August 25. The prescribed burn personnet stated they did not note anydifferences between the two forecasts.4' weather/Fuels Conditions-weather conditions crossed a critical threshold for thetorching of subalpine fir and as the winds shifted from upstope to a westerly directiona number of embers spotted outside of the unit.5' other conditions-The saddle il tlre southem part of the unit, the proximigr of thefuels to the boundary, and the slash in the last mixed timber stand to burn in theburn unit contributed to the escape of the prescribed burn.6' comBressd timeframe to complete trrl proiect-Given the fire weather watchthat escalated,into a red flag waming, there waJlitue opportunity for error orcourse-correction when spots occurred.

After outlining their findings, the review team provided eight recommendafions within threear€as of concentration. Below are those areas and the Heiena National Forest's plannedactions in response to those recommendations.
1' Administrative Prtcesses: The Hetena National Ferest will ensure that all firequalification and delegation of authority will be documented in writing pr.ior toprescribe burn ignition. All burn plans will indude a robust discussion about seasonaland site specific complexities.2' Communications: The Helena National Forest will utilize a variety of methods toimprove communications both within the agency and with the pubiic. Rcommunication plan and public involvemenl strategy will be developed at the locatlevel to include Jandowners, local and state agencies, local and state officials,community leaders and media,3' cornplexity Factor(s): The Helena National Forest will use current information in allaspects of analyzing the potential for a successful prescribed bum. Information to beconsidered will include current fuels data, spot weather forecasts, changed forestconditions, research data and findings, coniingency plans, fire behavior modeling,and firefighter safety.

The Davis 5 Prescribed Fire-Escaped Fire Review is posted on the Helena Forest website at:
wu;vv. fs. led. us/r1lheienal.

# {tlovember 22, Z0i0 #
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