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February 4, 2011

Senator Llew Jones
Seat 43

Montana State Senate
State Capitol Building
Helena, MT 59620

Dear Senator Jones:

NorthWestern Corporation
d/b/a NorthWestern Energy

208 N. Montana Ave., Suite 205
Helena, MT 59601

Telephone: (406) 443-8963
Facsimile: (406) 443-8979
www.northwesternenergy.com

During the testimony on SB 206, there was discussion of the additional data collection

requirements it would pose for applicants going through the MFSA process.

I did not have the information at the time of the hearing, so I could not accurately testify on the
subject, but, an applicant seeking an MFSA permit routinely collects environmental information
for land areas significantly larger than the easement area for a facility. Please see the attached
table for the MSTI project. NorthWestern Energy routinely collected information over several
miles even though the actual width of the easement was only 220 feet and DEQ limited project

corridors to 500 feet.

Very truly yours,

John S. Fitzpatrick

Executive Director
Governmental Affairs
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