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I am Joyce Silverthorne, P-20 Policy Advisory to Montana Superintendent of
Public Instruction, Denise Juneau, and I rise in support of SB 2, sponsored by
Senator Caferro.

School readiness takes many forms. As children enter the public school system,
we ask families to have their children "ready" to learn, including health,
immunization, and dental health.

"The mouth is a window into the health of the bodv." As stated by the American
Dental Association.

Children ready to enter school should have the following under the Child
Trends.org Areas for Targeted Intervention Activities:

o Regular oral health screening
o Parent education in oral health practices and proper feeding

Increase access to dental care providers
o Coordinate dental health services with other services (e.g., WIC, child care,

home visits, immunizations)

Too many children may not have received this quality care. This bill brings oral
care access to the school setting.

Current research suggests that the overall cavities rate is declining, yet remains
highest during adolescence.

The American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry recommends the following for
treatment and prevention of childhood caries: fluoridation, oral hygiene, diet
management and sealants.

The Office of Public Instruction supports this bill to expand childhood access to
dental sealants in schools throuehout our rural state.


