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Bordonouve on coreer

hen Francis Bardanouve first walked into the Mon
tana House of Representatives, Dwight Eisenhoper
was president, John F. Kennedy was just another
senator and a 12-year-old boy named Bill Clinton
was growing up in Arkansas.

Thirty-five years later, Eisenhower and Kennedy are dead, Clin-
ton is about to lead the world's most powerful nation and Barda-
nouve is starting his lSth - and final - legislative session.

Reapportionment, the redrawing of legislative districts to reflect
population changes every decade, is the reason Bardalouve won't
be bacft.

His new -t{ouse district has been reshaped to include the l'ort
Belknap lndian Reservation south of Harlem and the Rocky Boys
Indian Reservation south of Havre. The resulting 59 percent Indian
population of the district will ensure election of a tribal member to
the next Legisiature, he says.

Bardanouve, TS, is pragmatic about thb end to his lawmaking ca-
reer.

"People have rewarded me so well for so long, I can't ask for
eternity," he says. "I can't ask for forever.

"I'm not leaving with any bitterness or anything."

BARDANOUVE HAS BEEN A FIXTURE in the Montana House
since his first session in 1959. His tenure has covered a third of
Mon[ana's history since statehood.

He is the secondlongest-serving Montana legislator, after Dave
Manning of Hysham, who died in 1990 after 53 years in the House
and Senate.

A Harlem farmer, Bardanouve is shy talking about himself but
bold when arguing against his greatest enemy - wasting taxpayer
money,

He has been chairman of the powerful House Appropriations
Committee for l0 sessions and can drop a sh--or.ld of silence ovel
the House when he stands to speak.

Bardanouve admits some uncertainty abott life after the Legis-
Iature, but at least he has a twGyear term to adjust.

"I will have to think about it and get used to the idea," he says.
"?he Legislature has become a part of my life so completely. On
the ranch I'll be out in the hills riding and I'll always be thinking
about the government, the Legislature.

"lt's a part of my system. I bave always kept the Legislature
foremost in my mind all the years I've been here."

Venus, his wife of more than 25 years, is more concerned about
how he will cope, Bardanouve says. She has never known him ex-
cept as a representative.

THE LEGISLATURE HAS CHANGED DRAMATICALLY in
more than three decades. The first state general fund budget he
worked on in 1959 totaled 976 million. Today, it's $1 billion.

Then, the Anaconda Co. controlled most of the Montana news
media and environmentalists were unheard of. Government had no
computers, women were seldom.seen in positions of power and
legislators had little staff. Determining the number of state em-
ployees was impossible.

"We did it all by paper, pencil and the seat of our pants," he
says.

Although most of the 1993 Legislature are at least a generation
younger than he, Bardanouve feels comfortable in his role as sen-

Rep. Francis Bardanouve will end his lengthy statesma
tenure in the Montana Legislature, and not er legisla
without a hint of regret. lronically, the'senior

ior statesman. What he enjoys is not sharing his wisdom, but
learning from a different generatiol or two.

"They have a younger, fresher outlook and I can learn frot
them," he says. :'Eaih gieneration has diiferent moral valuer
fereni social values and-if you don't associate with some of I
newer generation, you kind of get old and your mind gets set

BARDANOUVE HAS NO TROUBLE pinpointing the low p'
his legislative years. It was.the adninistration of Republicat
Donald Nutter in the early 1960s while Bardanouve was in hi

. ond term.
Nutter's views on state spending clashed with tlose of Bar

nouve. "He was ultracorservative witi radical ideas for cutl
state agencies and the university system," Bardanouve says
Nutter.

The high point of his tenure is equally easy to find: 197&75
what Bardanouve refers to the "tenaissance in Montana." T
was a tirne when the Legislature had plenty of money to spe
government, improving institutions and schools in the proce

"We felt that we were getting things done," Bardanouve s
He is reluctant to talk of his legacy, saying former l€gisla

are never remembered very long.
But he has a simple wish for people reminiscing about hin

"The only thing I hope that people say is that I tried to be hr
and I tried to do my job."

Associated Fress Writer
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BarffiodfthonoMd b,ymany

No.313 - ttZttiVear
March 23,2002"- S}a.wrvw. greatfal lstri bu ne.com Creat Falls, Montana

Francis Bardanouve

'stories'weave

common thread

through funeral
By JO DEE BLACK
Tribune Staft Writer

- As some 400 family mem-
oers, neighbors, friends and
collea-gues congregated Fri-
day afternoon in the Harlem
High 9lhool gym to bid
rareweil to Francis Bar_
danouve, it was apDarent
the life of the g4_v6ar_otd

;:---- had -been 
as

UOlUmn broad as his

l7A Ell:".inu 
'

" 

- 

Moumers
uled lnto orange bleachers
and brown folding chairs in
wrangler Jeans, silk cowbov
neck scarves and Carhardi
Jackets, in suits and ties, in
tradltlonal Hutterite aDDarel
and in -white nylon jiikets
emDrordered with symbols
ot the Fort Belknap-lndian
Keselvation.

_Each had anecdotes to
tell, their own .,Francis" 

sto-
n-es ot experiences with the
lltetong Blaine County resi-
oent who was raised on his
parents' and grandparents'
homestead north of Harlem.
. rardanouve died Sundavtn.a Havre hospital aftei
coton surgery. The Democ-
ralic farmer and rancher.,
elected to the Montana
House of Representatives in

-

See FUNERAL, zA

- On the same day friends and'ramlty gathered in Harlem to
mourn the loss of reform-minded
f?enlgc_ra! Francis Bardanouve,
the U.S. Senate made an officiai
monument to his memorv.
- Thanks to a bill introd'uced last
rall by_Rep. Denny Rehberg, R_
Mont., Harlem's p<ist office.is al-
mo-9t the Francis Bardanouve post
Office.'

It will become official when
President Bush signs the bill.
--baroanouve represented the
H-anem area in the state House for
J"6"ye+, retiring in 1993. The post
onrce rs the only federal building
rnils hometown, population 900.
_ Representatives passed Reh-
berg's bill in October. It states that
qny reference to Harlem's Dost of-
tice in a 'law,. map, regirlation,

document, paper or other record
of the United States" shall call it
the Francis Bardanouve post Of-
fice.

"I had pleasure and the true
honor of serving three sessions
wrth Fraircis in the state l€gisla_
ture, and I found my Demociratic
colteague to be a constant source
of inspiration for new and old
members alike," Rehberg said in a
news release Friday. ,,I ioin all of
Montana in praising thd Senate's
acfions in honoring the true citi_
zen legislator," .

J.P. Donovan, a spokesman ior
Sen. Conrad Burns,-said the con-
gressman pushed Rehbere,s bill
through the Senate on a fas-t track
this week. Members passed it by
unanrmouq consent Friday after_
noon.

. 
"Francis was truly a great exam-

ple or seruce to communitv and
state," Burns said. "And I'm

3i),iltJfH,iJllii:"J,Xti5ffi:fJlil?:::,;3g1J ro,'s.state Rep. Fran"ii eu,oino,ve to rhe cemerery ;l:ilffi";"r'f[il:H*

Bardanouve Post office ready for Bush oK
By KATIE OYAN
Tribune Staff Writel pleased to join my colleagues in

oorn nouses in honoring this great
Ieader from Montana-" -

Sen. Max Baucus also suDDorted
the bill.

The Francis Bardanouve post
Office will:serve as a constant re-
minder of the rancher and law-
maker's positive impact on Mon-
tana, he said.

Baucus described Bardanouve
as a loving husband and father
and a true example of the Ameri-
can dream. "He pulled himself up
Dy nls Dootstraps and rose to one
ot tne most powerful positions in
the Montana Legislatule.as chair_
man of the House Appropriations
uommlttee.

"I am honored to have known
and wo.rked with a man who gave
so mucn to our state and never for_
got his roots and alwavs put Mon-
tana first," Baucus sdid-in a re-
lease. "He will be missed by all.,,

The U.S. ftag flies at natt statt in
tront of the Harlem post office Fri_
oay,. which is to be named after
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On Bardanouve
'lt is impdrtant that irom time to

time we honor individuals within tbe
circles of our communities - those
whose lives quietly reflect the best
that all of us reach for. Francis
Bardanouve is such a oerson.

"Public otficials come and go, but,
Francis, please lmow your deeds and
service will remain forever engraved
in the archives of our nation. the
post office in your community, and
the hearts of your family and
friends.' ,. ',, l rr,'

- Rep. Denny Behberg, R-Mont.,:
when he introduced a bill in

Congress to n?me the post otfice
in Harlem the Fiancis Bardanowe

. Post Ottice,

"He waE an amazing man.
Probably the most knowledgeable
legislator in years.

'He drove an old pickup that had
bits and pieces from various
vehicles. He used to drive this old
rattle trap ... with a hay bale and a
pitch fork. How it.made it from ,

Harlem to the CaDitol,.l don't know

-(His death) is a huge loss.'

- Sen. B.F. "Chris" Christlaens,
. .t D-Great Falls

In 1991, when I Jirst got to the .:. ,

Legislature, I only knew him by
legend. I remember he was talking to
a new group of legislators, and he
told us, "You all be careful down
here. This is a very seductive place.
It does strange things to good
people. Be true to your best
instincts.' lt was one of the most
valuable things I learneo...j

He was as common as a loaf of
bread, the everything of life. lt's what
sustains us, what keeps civilizations
alive, but it's the experience of every
common man, That was Francis.

- Sen. Evs Franktin, D-Great Falls

:

Francis was a good man. He was
tight fisted (as chairman of the
Appropriations Committee). He was
the consummate aclor. He would act
tike the state was broke, and pound

his head against the table.
. He was a funny man, but he was
very sedous about keeping:the state :

solvent.

- Rep. Joe Tropila, D-Great Falls

He was a man of grear integrity.
He had tremendous respect for
education, and of course he was
unparalleled in his ability to learn
and digest numbers. ... He was a
terrific Democrat right to the end.

: 
-8ob Ream, chairmanof lhe

Monlana Democratic Party

He made final decisions based on
knowledge that he obtained based
on all factors. ... I felt he reached
across parti lines and worked with
all factions.

He used to sit on desk number
one, tight up fronl They used to kid l
him about falling asleep (oecause)
he hadhis eyes closed. But then
he'd catch you on something...r:'' 

- Dlck Simpkins, tormer
., Republlcan representative trom

: r ,.. ... : Great Falls
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ffimrmdKer
0mored
Dr yeqrs
trc
tr Servtce
rrdanouve hailed
r 34 years of work
BOIB ANEZ
ocinted Press Writer

.eF. Francis Bardanouve .

reci his head and biushed Wed-
day as he listened to a half. ,

.r tribute .from the Montana .

$e commetnorating his 34
.rs as a state lawmaker.
It's almost overwhelming,"
told legislators after hearing ,

,ise about his efforts during
."- o.cid"i---io -ttre- iiu.si,
'hatever I have done is what
r helped me do."

]ardanouve. a Harlem Demo-
rt, lvas first elected !o the,
gislature in 1958 and has
'ved as cbairman of the power- ,

House Appropriations Com- ,

ttee in 10 sessions.

:Ie will not run for re-election .

Kt year because the newly:1
rwn legislative dishicts pre-
nt him from seeking his cur.t.
xtseat. r ' .;'

3ov. Marc Racicot read a
rclamation .declaring Wedne$-.ri
y l'Francis Baidanouve Day.'.|., ;,

lhe document lauded Barda-,
uve for faithfully and diligently
rving the interests of the peo-
: in his district and the state. It,
lls Bardanouve a "living insti-
tion."

The House unanimously ap-
oved a resolution honoring
rrdanouve's years of service
rd branding'him' "one of the
'easure State's iiving : treas-
es.':

The measure cites his sense of
irness, willingness to listen and

ability . to make informed deci-
slons.
, "Francis Bardanouve' 'has
always faced the legislative chal-
lenge with energy, wisdom, keen
wit and a dedication to the com-
mon good," the resolution says.
"Francis Bardanouve has never
sought personal distinction or re-
ward. but has had his leadership

role cast upon him.l'
The.resolution calls him a be-

liever in equality, fairness and
integrity,:and adds, "The strong
hands of Francis Bardanouve
have played a major role in
shaping the destiny of Montana.'r
: Several former 'and present
lawmakers who: have sat next to
Bardanouve over the years. re-

, -.,; i

Rep. Francis Bardanouve,', D.Hartem, (at teft) him, as fermer seat mate Rep. Bob Raney loo
was honorcd in the House Wednesday by his' on. (Staff photo by Gene Fische)
colleagues. He holds up a gift that was given

called their sessions with U

Harlbm farmer
Speaker John Mercer, a Pols,

Republican who was 2 Years o

when Bardanouve first became
Iegislator, advised him, "Ta.
great pride in your accomplis
ments.

"This House will alwaYs belo
to you .Francis," he adde



LEGISLA UNE
News tips? Call Tribune Capitol Bureau Chief Mike Dennison: office rt42,949it, fax 4a2-gq1s or at ihr

State ftep. Francis Bardanouve, D-Harlem,
state lawmaker. ' ,: , .

r " ri : 1.. ,11,1,. :;::'i::::r:j:tl: ,:l:l::r.:TribunephotO

w3s ho-nored .Wedqesd-ay, for his, 34,y-eqJ:, as a

tegislature's lli@
honoredfor se e to Mohtana

HELENA (AP) - Rep. Francis ..,'
Bardanouve bowed his head and
blushed Wednesday as he listened' '

to a half-hour tribute from the
Montana House commemoratint
his 34 years as a state lawmakerl

"It's almost overwhelming," he
told legislators after hearing .

praise about his efforts during
three decades in the House.
"Whatever I have done is what vou
helped me do."

Bardanouve. a Harlem
Democrat, was first elected to the
Legislature in 1958 and has served
as chairman of the powerful House
Appropriations Committee in I0
sessions.

He will not run for re-election
next year because the newly
drawn legislative districts prevent
.him from seeking his current seat.

Gov. Marc Racicot read a

proclamation declaring personal distinction or reward, but
Wednesdayi'Francis Blrdanowe has had his leadership role cast.
Day." upon him.'l

The document lauded : I ,::.. . The resolution calls him a ' ,

Bardanouveforfaithfu[yand ., betieverinequality,fairnessand.
diligently serving the interests of . : integrity, and adds, "Tbe strong
the oeoole in his distrlct and the ' hands of Francis Bardanouve have
stati. It'calls Bardanouvea "living ptayed a majorroleinshapingthe
institution." destiny of Montana."

The House unanimously .. . Sweral former and present
approved a resolution honoring . lawmakers who have sat nextto . :

Bardanouve's vears of sepice and Bardanouve over the vears
brandins him ione of the Treasure''recalled their sessioni with the
State'slfvingtreasures." : .Harlemfarmer.

The measure cites his fairness, i Speaker John Mercer, a Polson : ,

.willingness to listen and ability to ' Republican who was 2 yeirs old .

makeinformeddecisions. rtr . : whenBardanowefirstbecamea
I . "Francis Bardanouve.has always legislator, advised him, 'Take ' ','
facedtheiegislativechallenge..- griatprideinyour r, r,'
.withenergy,.wisdom,keenuritand j. accomplishments. r: :.: : '

a dedication to the common good," . "This House will always belong
the resolution says..t'Frmcis - : ', to you Francis,"he added. "You're
Bardanouve has never sought: . ; alwayq r.velcolne.'l ,.,, . , - ,
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"i want to be part of it and have
an impact. I don't jusl want'to be
an elder statesman."

"l don't like deals; ...1 feel like:
each piece of legislation should'
stand on its own merits."

prove other people's lives. One was Sister '
Providencia, a Grcat Falls nun who was
always trying to better coodiiions fo. the
poor and for NativeAmericans.
ff"t hen. there have been chaiaiteis

I such as Turkey Joe. He ws a staie
I prison inmate wha looked after the

-!- ;oultw at the Drison farm and who,
as he Eoi oldei and senile. came lo think of
himseaf as a wealthy fioancier,when a bond.
issue for construction of trew prison facili-
ties iailed in 1959, Turkey Joe told the-
warden: "Don't worry, I'll wlite you a check'
for it.'

Desprte his love.for the p@ple ald the
legisla(ive process, Bardanouve said he re-
alizes it is getting close to time to step down.

"I feel I can still do thejob, but maybe I'm
not doing it as well as I can," he said. "lt.
feels like I'm nearing the end.... I sometimes'
worry about ii. I worry that maybe I should
rerire, that the othersjust tolerate me."

''l couldn't become jst a figurehead," he
added. "l want to be part of it and have an
impact. I don't just want to be an elder
statesman."

Bardanouve was disappointed prior to the
session when he tead a newspaper story
that said some Dehocats rcsisted his re-
appointment as chaiman of the Apprcpria-
tions Committee. The story, which didn't
name his critics, said they were concerned
that Bardanouve let meetiogs dng on
longer than necessary.

Baldanouve later said he wished his critr
ics had talked to him face-to-face rather
than talkjng to the newspape!reporter.

Likewise. he now hoDes other lawmakers
will tellhimwhen it istimeto retire.

"lf I have true friends, I think they will
come and tell me it's time to fade into the
esr:5r''- --:-'
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seated center, is litelally and figuratively a'fatfier
figure. He's the dean of the Legislature and cur'
rently. is seruing is now serv[ng with four legisla'
tors whose 'fathers also were once his coil'

leagues: From'left to right, representatives Rus'
sell Fagg (son of Hanision Fagg), Chase Hib'
ba,rd (Hanik Hibbard), Dorq Schwinden (Ted
Schwinden), and Vemon Keller (Webster Keller),
(Staff photo by Gene Fischer)

Clarrcy, .:.,:'r: 'r: : i , ,,:'.' .

fhe dinner begins at ?:30 p.m. at the Colonial
Inn, preceded by a no-host cocktail party beginning
at o:10 p.m.

Tickets are $15 apiece. Marks said reservations
must be made by Friday by calling Susan Ames in
tlre House speaker's office at 444'48Li or Bobby
Murohv in the Senate president's office at 444'4880.

Fdrrirer Gov. Ted Schwinden, who began his
Iegislative career the same year as Bardanouve
did, will serve as master of ceremonies.

In addition, Marks said some current and former
legislators from both political parties who served
with Bardanouve will speak about the veteran law-
maker.

mEmffier AprEl 14 to honor

IIt State Bureau

A dinner is planned in Helena on April;l4 to honor
Rep. Francis Bardanouve, D-I{arlem, the dean of

,the Legislature who plans to retire after completing
this teim.

Bardanouve, a 75-year-old rancher, has served in
the House since first being elected in 1958 and is
completing his 17th straight two-year term.:He
served as ehairmari of the powerful House Appro-
priations Committee for nine terms.

The dinner, sponsored by the Legislative Alumni
Association, is open to the public, according to one
of the organizers, former Rep. Bob Marks, R-
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