By CHARLES S. JOHNSON
Tribune Capltol Bureau

HEILENA — Mudslinging and neg-
ative campaigning may have be-
come the tactic of choice in
American politics, but not in
Harlem, Mont. )

The two opponents for a House
District 16 seat are practically trip-
ping over each other to heap praise
on the other.,

Montana’s longest-serving legisla-
tor, Rep. Francis Bardanouve, D-
Harlem, left some observers slack-
jawed at a political dinner in Havre
earlier this month by encouraging
people to vote for his opponent,
Loren “Bum” Stiffarm. - ’

“1 guess that's a first,” the master
of ceremonies, Rep. Ray Peck, D-
xhﬁn.tumaccguummwﬁ. g.

- Since then, Stiffarrn and Bar-

Ay

-

. .:‘,‘ul@ :
Bardanouve | Stiffarm
danouve have bought advertise-
ments in weekly newspapers that go

out of their way to praise each other,
while still Scm,nm their own accom-

plishments. )
- The zoayﬂu ing the

Democratic nominatiofl from the
district, which covers Blaine County
and part of Hill County along the }!i-
Line in northern Montana, east of

4

Legislative candidates slingin

Havre. No Republican filed, so the
Democratic winner will serve in the

1993 Legislature.

Bardanouve said he's run a few
ads but has been preoccupied with

® ranching during the worst dry spell
2 he’severseen

q  “I've been too busy trying to find
H water for my cows,” he said in a
@ telephone interview.

Stiffarm said he’s been running

some ads and campaigning hard on
the Fort Belknap Reservation and in
Harlem.
" Bardanouve, 74, & Harlem rancher
who has served for 34 years in the
House, where he has become a leg-
end, seemed nonplussed over the
tuss about his friendly campaign.

“I always say if you can't say
something nice about an opponent,
you shouldn’t say anything,” Bar-

!

- Bardanouve's ad said.

- —y ——

danouve said. : .
Not that he’s had to worry. Bar-

- danouve, chairman of the House

Appropriations Committee, said he
hasn’t had an election opponent
from eitherespolitical party in at least
14 years. \

In a newspaper ad last week,
Bardanouve discussed his own
background but went on to tell vot-
ers they would have an “excellient
alternative choice” in Stiffarm, who
has made an “outstanding contribu-
tion” to reservation education.

“[ feel that he would be a credit to
this district in the Legislature,”

Stiffarm, 39, who is education di-
rector of the Fort Bellmap Commu-
nity Council and serves as president
of the National Indian Education
Association, had equal praise for

__To subscribe to the Tribune, call 791-1400 or 1-800-438-6600

g roses, not

L/
mu

Bardanouve.

“He is 2 man of vast experience
with an exceptional and distin-
guished record that is unparalleled
not only in this state but probably in
the country as well,” Stiffarm’s ad
said of Bardanouve. “No one should
question his devotion and dedica-
tion to the state of Montana.™

But Stiffarm, an enrolled member
of the Gros Ventre Tribe, went on to
suggest that maybe the time had
come for a change in legislators,
given the state's fiscal problems.

Stiffarm also seemed surprised at
a reporter’s inquiry about their cam-
paigns. N

“We've kept this pretty positive,”
he said. I hope that it sets a tone for
the rest of the state to follow. Maybe
this would work for the rest of the
state to improve communications
efforts.”
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SHELENA = A story about tw
Montana legislative .candidates

mud, ~ at each other has artracted
nationa! medin attentlon, to thelr
amazement, :

The Associated Press distributed
the Tribune’s original story, run
May 31, about the unusuat campaign
being waged for the House District
16 seat in northcentral Montana.

it told how .Rep. Francis Bar-
danouve, D-Harlem, and his primary
opponent, Loren “Bum™ Stiffarm,
took out newspaper ads praising

. each other while stil} touting their

own accomplishments™

.- Bardanouve,-74,. the state’s long-

est-serving legislator, won by a vote
of 915 to the 39-year-old Stitfarm’s

- 606. Since no Republicans filed for
office, Bardananouve will return to
the Legistature for his 18th term.

- Charles Osgoed of CBS Radio de-
voted his’ daily program to the race
Tuesday, Montana's election day.

As Bardanouve was heading outto
do sume ranch work Wednesday
morring, the largest radio station in

Los Angeles called to interview him .

for 10 minutes on a live talk show.
The announcer told Hurdanouve
that “cvery once in awhile 3 story
Just jumps out at you." -
Suffarm, meanwhile, das inter.
viewed by a radio reporter for the
Mutual Broadcasung System.
“[t kind of concems e that some-

tinging compliments — instead of’

paign
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. ties:

HELENA — Montana’s
for thé House District 16 seat
Osgood, CBS Radio's poet laure-

national radio show.

Osgoud discussed the legisla-
tive roce between Rep. Francis
Bardanouve and Loren “Bum”

.0sgood File,” broadcast Tuesday.

e speculated that maybe Bard-
anouve and Stiffarm are onto @

“kinder, gentler” campaign
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Hardanouve sald his philosophy
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somathing nice about an apponeat,
you shouldn't say anything at alt.”

ast month, shortly after the Los
Angeles riots, Bardisnouve, who 15
white, uryed people ata Democratic
dinner in Havee to consider voting
fur Stiffann, who is an Indian.

e 4

said. "Ame; i es feet they
are left out of the (palitcal) pro-
cess.” )

stiffarm sald Saturday he, too.
was surprised by the atiention and
hopes the campaign will provide an
exampde for others to follow. -

Stiffarm is @ Gros Ventre ndian
wha is educatisn director at the Fort
Belknap  Indian Reservahion and
president of the Nanonal lndian Bl

ucn}ion Assoctauan. -

The positive news story about the
“made the Indian people
feel good,” he said.
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Legislating

for a

LIFETIME

/" Bardanouve refletts on career

R
By BOB.ANEZ
Associated Press Writer

hen Francis Bardanouve first walked into the Mon
tana House of Representatives, Dwight Eisenhower
was president, John F. Kennedy was just another
senator and a 12-year-old boy named Bill Clinton
was growing up in Arkansas.

Thirty-five years later, Eisenhower and Kennedy are dead, Clin-
ton is about to lead the world’s most powerful nation and Barda-
nouve is starting his 18th — and final — legislative session.

Reapportionment, the redrawing of legislative districts to reflect
population changes every decade, is the reason Bardanouve wen’t
be back.

His new House district has been reshaped to include the Fort =

Belknap Indian Reservation south of Harlem and the Rocky Boys
Indian Reservation south of Havre. The resulting 59 percent Indian
population of the district will ensure election of a tribal member to
the next Legislature, he says. . .

Bardanouve, 75, is pragmatic about the end to his lawmaking ca-
reer.

“People have rewarded me so well for so long, I can’t ask for
eternity,” he says. “I can’t ask for forever. :

“I'm not leaving with any bitterness or anything.”

BARDANOUVE HAS BEEN A FIXTURE in the Montana House
since his first session in 1959. His tenure has covered a third of
Montana’s history since statehood.

He is the second-longest-serving Montana legislator, after Dave
Manning of Hysham, who died in 1990 after 53 years in the House
and Senate,

A Harlem farmer, Bardanouve is shy talking about himself but
bold when arguing against his greatest enemy — wasting taxpayer
money.

He has been chairman of the powerful House Appropriations
Committee for 10 sessions and can drop a shroud of silence over
the House when he stands to speak.

Bardanouve admits some uncertainty about life after the Legis-
lature, but at least he has a two-year term to adjust. -

‘I will have to think about it and get used to the idea,” he says.
“The Legislature has become a part of my life so completely. On
the ranch I'll be out in the hills riding and I’ll always be thinking
about the government, the Legislature.

“It’s a part of my system. I have always kept the Legislature -
foremost in my mind all the years I've been here.”

Venus, his wife of more than 25 years, is more concerned about
how he will cope, Bardanouve says. She has never known him ex-
cept as a representative.

THE LEGISLATURE HAS CHANGED DRAMATICALLY in
more than three decades. The first state general fund budget he
worked on in 1959 totaled $76 million. Today, it’s $1 billion.

Then, the Anaconda Co. controlled most of the Montana news
media and environmentalists were unheard of. Government had no
computers, women were seldom seen in positions of power and
legislators had little staff. Determining the number of state em-
ployees was impossible.

“We did it all by paper, pencil and the seat of our pants,” he
says.

Although most of the 1993 Legislature are at least a generation
younger than he, Bardanouve feels comfortable in his role as sen-

Rep. Francis Bardanouve will end his lengthy  statesma
tenure in the Montana Legislature, and not er legisia
without a hint of regret. Ironically, the' senior

ior statesman. What he enjoys is not sharing his wisdom, but
learning from a different generation or two.

*They have a younger, fresher outlook and I can learn fro:
them,”’ he says. “Each generation has different moral valueg
ferent social values and if you don’t associate with some of t.
newer generation, you kind of get old and your mind gets set

BARDANOUVE HAS NO TROUBLE pinpointing the low p
his legislative years. It was the administration of Republicar
Donald Nutter in the early 1960s while Bardanouve was in hi
.ond term. .

Nutter’s views on state spending clashed with those of Bar
nouve, ‘‘He was ultraconservative with radical ideas for cutt
state agencies and the university system,” Bardanouve says
Nutter.

The high point of his tenure is equally easy to find: 1973-75
what Bardanouve refers to the “renaissance in Montana.” T
was a time when the Legislature had plenty of money to spe
government, improving institutions and schools in the proce:

‘“We felt that we were getting things done,” Bardanouve s

He is reluctant to talk of his legacy, saying former legisla
are never remembered very long.

But he has a simple wish for people reminiscing about hin
““The only thing I hope that people say is that I tried to be h
and I tried to do my job.”

~
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*~Great Falls, Montana

Francis Bardanouvé S
‘Stories’ weave

common thread
through funeral

By JO DEE BLACK
Tribune Staff Writer

As some 400 family mem-
bers, neighbors, friends and
colleagues congregated Fri-
day afternoon in the Harlem
High School gym to bid
farewell to. Francis . Bar-
danouve, it was apparent
the life of the 84-year-old

Strauser follows leading a symbalic riderlessv'horse_.‘

had been as
Column br%ad as his
endearing . < -
/7A grin. 8 .
Mourners IR
filed into orange bleachers By KATIE OYAN
and brown folding chairs in ~ Tribune Staft Writer

Wrangler jeans, silk cowbay
neck scarves and Carhardt
jackets, in suits and ties, in
traditional Hutterite apparel
and -in white nylon jackets
‘embroidered ‘with symbols
of the Fort Belknap Indian
Reservation.

Each had anecdotes to
tell, their own “Francis” sto-
ries of experiences with the .-
lifelong Blaine County resi-.
dent who was raised on his
parents’ and grandparents’
homestead north of Harlem.

Bardanouve died Sunday
in a Havre hospital after 2
colon surgery. The Democ-
ratic farmer and rancher,”
elected to the :Montana
House of Representatives in .

-“family gathered “in' Harlem. 'to

~Democrat Francis Bardarnouve,

monument to his memory.. .
Thanks toabill introduced last

Mont., Harlem’s: post office.is al-
most the Francis Bardaniouve Post
Office. Lo :

* President Bush signs the bill. -
‘. Bardanouve - represented . the

36 years, retiring in 1993. The post
- “office is the only federal building
‘The U.S. fiag' flies at. half staff in
front of the Harlem: post office Fri-
y day, which is to-be named’ after -
See FUNERAL, 7A - Bardanouve, " - o

berg’s bill in October. It'states that

- fice in a “law, ‘map,

On’the same day ' friends ‘and’
mourn the loss of :reform-minded : -

.the U.S. Senaté made an: official -

fall by Rep.”Denny: Rehberg, R-.

It will become  official when
- Harlem area in the state House for:-

»in his hometown, population 900,
Representatives: passed ‘Reh-*

any reference to Harlem’s post of-
regulation, ‘

An antique, horse-drawn‘hearse carri'es'the'caskétv of forrﬁerj siéte Rép; Francis Bakdanouve to the cemetery Friday in Harlem. Bim

o docﬁinent, paper or other record
.+of the United States” shall call it
the Francis Bardanouve Post Of-

fice. : L
“I -had ;pleasure-and. the - true
honorof  serving.three" sessions

. with Francis. in the state Legisla-

ture, and I-found my Democratic

- colleague to be ‘a“constant source

ofinspiration - for  new-and old
members-alike,” Rehberg said.in a

: hews release Friday..“I join-all of - .
-Montana in praising the, Senate’s
actions 'inthonéring the true citi-' -
zen legislator,” .

J.P. Donovan, a Spokesman for

Sen. Conrad ‘Burns, said the con-*

gressman: pushed - Rehberg’s bill

- through the Senate on a fast track -
~this week, Members passed it by
‘unanimous: consent. Friday. after-

noon.. o
" “Francis was truly a great exam-
ple of service to’ community and

»state,” " Burns: said.: “And : 'm

Tribune photos by Stuart S. White

| Bardanouve Post Office ready for Bush OK

pleased to join my colleagues in
both houses in honoring this great
leader from Montana.”

Sen. Max Baucus also supported

the bill.

The Francis -Bardan.ouve Post

‘Office will serve as a constant re-

minder of the rancher and law-

. maker’s positive impact on Mon-
tana, he said.

Baucus. described Bardanouve

‘as aloving husband and father

and a true example of the Ameri-
can dream. “He pulled himself up
by his bootstraps and rose to one

- of the most powerful positions in

the Montana Legislature .as chair-
man of the House Appropriations .

"'Committee.

“I am honored- to have known
and worked with a man who gave
so much to our state and never for-
got his roots and always put Mon-
tana first,” Baucus said in a re-
lease. “He will be missed by all.”
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On Bardanouve ,

~Itis |mportant that rrom tlme to
time we honor individuals within the
circles of our communities — those
whose lives quietly reflect the best
that all of us reach for..Francis
- Bardanouve is such a person.:
“Public officials come and go, but,
Francis, please know your deeds and
service will remain forever engraved
in the archives of our nation, the-
. post office in your community, and
“the hearts of your fam'ly and.
friends.” :
_— Hep Denny Rehberg, R-Mont 'y
when he introduced a bill in"-
Congress to name the post office
. in Harlem the Francns Bardanouve
: Post Office.

“He was an amazing man. ...

* Probably the most knowledgeable
legislator in years. - -

“He drove an old plckup that had
bits and pieces from.various;

- vehicles. He used to drive this old
rattle trap ... with'a hay bale and a
pitch fork. How it made:it from
Harlem to-the Capitol, | don't know

R “(His déath) is a huge loss.".. .
_ Sen B.F. “Chris" Christiaens,
D-Great Falls

In 1991, when:| first got to the o
Legislature, | only knew. him by .
legend. | remember he.was: talking to

"’ a new group of legislators, and he “:
told us, *You al! be careful down=:"-
here. This is a very seductive place.
It does strange things to good
people. Be true to your best’;
instincts.” It was one of the most
valuable things | learned...:

" He was as common as 2 loaf of .
bread, the everything of life. It's: what ) - "
sustains us, what keeps civilizations

alive, but it’s the experience of every.

common man. That was' Francis. -

— Sen. Eve Franklin, D-Great Falls

Francis was a good man. He was’
. tight fisted (as ¢hairman of the -

! Appropriations Committee). He was
the consummate actor. He would act
like the ‘'state was broke, and pound
his head against the table.: -

" He was a funny man; but he was
very serious about keepmg the state ‘
-solvent.

.— Rep, Joe Tropila, D-Great Falls

He was a man of great integrity. . .

He had tremendous respect for
education, and of course he was
unparalleled in his ability to learn
and digest numbers.. ... He was'a *
terrific Democrat right to the end.

~— Bob Ream, chairman of the

Montana Democrahc Party

He made final decisions based on
knowledge that he obtained-based -

on all factors. ... | felt he reached
across party hnes and worked thh
_all factions.

He used to sit on desk number .
one, right up front. They.used to kid ™~
him about falling asleep (because)

-.he had'his eyes closed. But then
hed catch youron something....
'« Dick Simpkins, former
- Republican representahve from
Great Falls’
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irdanouve hailed
r 34 years of work

BOB ANEZ
ociated Press Writer

ep.: "~ Francis .. ‘Bardanouve
red his head and blushed Wed-
day as he listened.to a half-
r tribute from the Montana -

1se commemorating - his 3

IS as a state lawmaker, -
it's - almost - overwhelming,”
told legislators after hearing
ise about his efforts during
ee decades in the  House.
‘hatever I have done is what
1 helped me do.”

3ardanouve, a Harlem Demo-'
it, was first elected to. the
gislature -in'"1958 and  has
'ved as chairman of the power-

ZA—Indepnndem Record Hn'erc Mowi‘ Thursdcy, April 15, 1998

House Appropriations Com- - |

ttee in 10 sessions. :
Je will not run for re-election

xt year because the newly:: ‘

awn legislative districts - pre-
nt him from seekmg hls cur-
at seat.

Gov. Marc Racicot” read

sclamation declaring’ Wednes-;

y “Francis Bardanouve Day."
I‘he document - lauded Barda-
uve for faithfully and diligently

rving the interests of the peo--

2 in his district and the state. It

1 Bardanouve a “hvmg insti-

tion.”

The House unanimously ap—
oved  'a‘ resolution honoring
wrdanouve’s -~ years. of * service

id branding him" *“‘one of the -

'easure States hvmg treas-
es "

fl‘he mea;ure cites his sense of
irness, willingness to listen and

Rep.” Francis. Bardanouve, D+Harlem, (at_left) hirh,'as former seat mate Rep. Bob Raney loo

-was. honored in the House. Wednesday. by his.:
colleagues.  He holds up.a gift that was given

abxhty fo' make mformed decx-

. sions.

“Francis Bardanouve' “has

_always faced the legislative chal- "

lenge with energy, wisdom, keen
wit and a dedication to the com-
mon good,” .the resolution says.

" “Francis ‘Bardanouve has never -

sought personal distinction or re-

ward, but has had his leadership:’

role cast upon him.”

The resolution calls him a be-
liever in equality, fairness and
integrity, and adds, ‘“The strong

-“hands - of: Francis: Bardanouve

have played ‘a major: role in

- shaping the destiny of Montana.”

~Several. former “and present

i lawmakers who:-have sat next:to
- Bardanouve over the'years. re-

on. (Staff photo by Gene Fischer)

called . their ~sessions thh ti
Harlem farmer.

Speaker John Mercer, a Pols:
Republican who was 2 years ¢

‘when Bardanouve first became

legislator, advised him, “Ta
great pride in your accomplis
ments.

*“This House will always belo:
to you "Francis,” . he - adde




Tnbune Photo :

HELENA (AP) — Rep Francis proclamanon declanng = ; personal dxshncnon or reward but‘ :
Bardanouve bowed his head and Wednesday “Francis Bardanouve ‘has had his leadershxp role cast
blushed Wednesday as he listened -* Day.”

to a half-hour tribute from the The document lauded . :
Montana House commemorating - Bardanouve for faithfully and " believerin equality, fairness and
his 34 years as a state lawmaker. ... diligently serving the interests of ntegrity, and adds, “The strong -
“It's almost overwhelming,” he " the people in his district and the ands of Francis Bardanouve have
told legislators after hearing "+ . state. It calls Bardanouve a “lwmg ‘played a major rolein shapmg the
praise about his efforts durmg - institution.’ ;< : estiny of Montana.”
three decades in the House. . *The House unammously
“Whatever [ have done is what you' - ‘approved a resolution honormg ‘lawmakers who have satnext to
helped me do.” .~ Bardanouve's years of service and’;: Bardanouve over the years =
Bardanouve, a Harlem : branding him '‘one of the Treasure. ‘recalled their sessions thh the :
Democrat, was first elected to the " - State’s living treasures.” ‘Harlem farmer.
Legislature in 1958 and has served ' The measure cites his falrness Speaker John Mercer a Polson L
as chairman of the powerful House . willingness to listen and ability to Republican who was 2 years old
Appropriations Committee in 10 7' make informed decisions. when Bardanouve first became a-/
sessions. , R “Francis Bardanouve has always .legislator, advxsed him;; “Take
He will not run for re-election . ;. faced the legislative challenge great pridein your -
nextyear because the newly -with energy, wisdom, keen wit and i accomplishments: - .
drawn legislative districts prevent.”. " a dedication to the common good,” “This Housé will always belong

*.him from seeking his current.seat. " thé resolution says../Francis o you Francis, "he added “You Te
Gov. Marc Racicot read a - Bardanouve has never sought always welcome.”
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Great Falls Tribune

“i want to. be part of it and have
an impact. l'don’t just wantto be
an elder statesman.”

“I don’t like: deals. ..I feel like:
each piece of iegislation should:
stand on its own merits.” :

prove other people’s lives. One was Sister
Providencia, a_Great Falls nun who was
always trying to better conditions for the
poor.and for Native Americans.

heh; ‘there Have bedn characters’
such as Turkey Joe. He was a state

_“prison inmate who looked after the

poultry at the prison farm and who,
as he got older and senile, came t6 think of
himself as a wealthy financier. When a bond;
issue for construction of new prison facili--
ties failed in 1958, Turkey Joe toid the
warden “Don't worry, I 1 write you a check'
forit.”

Despite his love for the people and the
leglslanve process, Bardanouve said he re-
alizes it is getting close to time to step down,;

“I feel I can still do the job, but maybe I'm
not doing it as well as I can,” he said. “It.
feels like I'm nearing the end.... 1 sometimes:
waorry about it. I worry that maybe [ should
retxre, that the others ]ust tolerate me.” :

“I couldn’t become just a figurehead,” he
added. "I want to be part of it and have an
impact. 1 don’t just want to be an elder
statesman.”

Bard. was di inted prior to the
session when he read a newspaper story
that said some Democrats resisted his re-
appointment as chairman of the Appropria-
tions Committee. The story, which didn’t
name his critics, said they were concerned
that Bardanouve lét meetings drag on
longer than necessary.

Bardanouve later said he wished his crit-
ics had talked to him face-to-face rather
than talking to the newspaper reporter.

Likewise, he now hopes other lawmakers
will tell him when it is time to retire.

“If I have true friends, I think they will
come. and tell me it’s time to fade into the

Sunday, Febrary 17, 7, 1991




-Independent Record, Helena, Mont., Wednesday, April 7, 1993

'YFATHER FIGURE ~=:Ren. Francis Bardanouve

seated center, is Ilterally alld f/guratlvely afather
~figure. He’s the dean of the Leg/slature and cur-.
‘rently. is serving is now serving with four legisla- -

\ ‘_ tors. whose fathers also were once his col- ,—“'(Staff PhOtO by Gene F/scher)

IR St‘nte Burcau

A dinner is planned in Helena on Apl‘ll 14 to honor
Rep Francis Bardanouve, D-Harlem, the dean of -
- :the Legislature who plans to retlre after completmg
this term. -

Bardanouve a 75-year-old rancher, has served in
the House since first being elected in 1958 and is
completing his 17th straight two-year term. He
served as chairman of the powerful House Appro-
priations Committee for nine terms.

The dinner, sponsored by the Legislative Alumni
Association, is open to the public, according to one
of the organizers, former Rep. Bob Marks, R-

'/eagues From left to nght epresentatlves Rus-

sell Fagg (son of Harrision Fagg), Chase Hib-.

‘bard (Hank "Hibbard), - Dore - Schwinden - (Ted

Schwinden), and Vernon Keller (Webster Keller)

5 Clancy

The dmner begms at7: 30 p.m. at the Colomal
Inn, preceded by a no-host cocktaﬂ party begmnmg
at 6:30 pom.7

Tickets are $15 apxece Marks sald reservatlons
must be made by Friday by calling Susan Ames in
the House speaker’s office at 444-4815 or Bobby
Murphy in the Senate president’s office at 444-4880.

Former Gov. Ted Schwinden, who began his

legislative career the same year as Bardanouve
did, will serve as master of ceremonies.

In addition, Marks said some current and former
legislators from both political parties who served
with Bardanouve will speak about the veteran law-
maker.
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