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Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee I am ceorge w^trag,tet I?jl+-4,5- 3'/b-Hl*.
at 518 west Granite street in Butte' 
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I am here today to explain to you why I bel-ieve you should vote against
NlJ JUO

I volunteered to be a signature gatherer in Butte last spring for one
of the Initiative campaigns to p.Lace a measure on the November 2010
ba1Iot. I attended a notary training workshop conducted by the
Secretary of State's office. I learned how to keep a notary journal and
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called i-n to question at a later date.

I concl-uded my volunteer work with that Initiative campaign by
testifying in Distrlct Court i-n Polson in a law suit brought against
the Montana Secretary of St.ate. In the course of my testimony I was
questioned as to whether two i-ndividuals, unknown to me, had gathered
signatures as part of the team I l-ed for my initiative at the Butte
civic center on primary day. I did not recognize either name or
description of the two individuafs cited. Allegations were made that
fhcse l.wn nennle h:rl:cfcd illecr^1r'- L" -^€"^r*- to show our documentLrrure Lvrv pEupre rree *r*-ydlry Uy lY!uDf,lrg

contaj-ning the complete Attorney General- approved wording of the
proposed 1aw. The two supposed signature gatherers were described as
nof pven r:arrrrinn rri fh 1_hcm:..)n\r nf fhp nronosed law. The allegationvvrr vq!!larrY vrr q vvyJ v! ulrv }J!vyvv
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However, I was able to produce my Notary Journa] with the signatures
and addresses of each indivi-dual who had gathered signatures for the
c,amneicrn nn nrimarrr derli n Rrrtte On n:oo 1-wn. T had a Wfitten feCOfdvrr Prrrrqry uqJ frr . vrr yqYe gYrvf

of the type of document I had notarized ---affidavits---the type of
notarization---jurats. f recorded my witnessing to the oaths that all-
seven volunteers had sworn. I had done this for each individual- who had
oafhered sionatr' ,lecfion darr af 1-he Butte civic center'-Jres on pri_mary e--,---

The two individuals identified in the depositions were not among t.he
volunteers who appeared before me to have their affidavits notarized. I
submitted no signatures that I had not notarized. I was abJ-e to give
both my oraf testimony and produce my Notary Journal- in that important
lega} chaltenge. None of our signalures had been gathered illegally.

I believe that it is only rational to ensure that each Notary keep a
Nor:rrz ,Tnrrrnal Such documentation protects both the Notary and the
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individual who desires l-eqal standinq for his or her action.

Th:nk rrnrr fnr rrn11; kind attentiOn.


