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My name is Fred Johnson. My wife, Vera, and | have a ranch property located in the
northern portion of Yellowstone County approximately 35 miles northeast of Billings.
Wehavebeenrandﬁngatttegrassrootsleveiforﬂwep&&years,kxstasmyparents
and their parents did before them- a total of approximately 150 years in all.

| reluctantly stand before you this moming to tell you that all is not well in our
ranching community and across various counties of eastern Montana in spite of what
our Governor and Mr. Bucks from the DOR would have you believe. We are members
of a group of ranchers that are in the process of formally protesting our property tax
evaluations based on the new soil productivity process that the DOR has been using for
the past two years. Members of our group have diligently searched, and extensively
studied this new evaluation process. We have found and documented many
discrepancies. We are receiving new phone calls and emails weekly from different
ranchers at different locations across eastern Montana expressing the same concerns
that we have with the new method used by the DOR.

On July 13, 2010 at our Yeliowstone County Tax Appeal, Mr. Dallas Reese from
DOR stated that 300,000 soil maps had been sent out and only 9% were returned
because of questionable productivity ratings. ¥ these are reliable numbers that he
presented, 9% would translate into 27,000 protests state wide. | personally think that
this represents a significant number and | believe there would have been many more if
the appeals process was more transparent. The process is a very very time consuming
with litﬂeornohelpfromdepartmentalheadsbothatmecountyievetandstatelevel.
The process of formally filing an AB26 and going before the local board and then on to
STABcanbebomvetydiscouragfmgandexpensivecausingmostpeopletogiveupthe
fight.

In our conversations with ranchers from various locations across eastern
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method used by the DOR is far from reality, distorted and is far beyond sustainable
production.




At this time, 1 would like to read from an email sent to us by Dr. Roy Roath,
Range Specialist, Professor @ Colorado State University, Fort Collins, Colorado. It
reads as follows, | quote: (seeaitadment) ‘
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own land information and use his input in order to correct the “estimated” NRCS level of
productivity” to determine the per-acre value of the land.

Miss Julie White and Miss Robin Rude of Yellowstone County, Miss Tami Bowling
of Treasure County and their manager, all agreed, in front of Mr. Dallas Reese and
others, that they were never told to talk to any land owner who owned grazing land in
Yellowstone, Treasure or Custer counties. Other ranchers (Al and Eleanor Pratt) of
Valley County, & (Wayne & Sharon Milmine) of Rosebud County report the same.

There are ranchers in the audience who have traveled many miles on bad
highways to present to you pertinent information and displays that will hopefully help
you understand our plight. | would also like to tell you that we are available to visit with
you here in the hallways, by email or by phone. | appreciate your time and attention.

Thank you.

Fred H. and Vera-Beth Johnson
2820 Haaland Road

Shepherd, MT 59079

(406) 373-9007
vera-beth@hotmail.com




