SENATE TAXATION
EXHIBIT NOM

THE CONFEDERATED SALISH AND KOOTENAI TRYBE
OF THE FLATHEAD NATION BILL N0. SR

P.O. BOX 278 L{. | 2.

Pablo, Montana 59855

FLATHEAD

SALISH

(406) 275-2700
FAX (406) 275-2806
www.cskt.org
A People of Vision
A Confederation of the Salish, TRIBAL COUNCIL MEMBERS:
Upper Pend d'Oreilles E.T. “Bud” Moran — Chairman
and Kootenai Tribes Joe Durglo — Vice Chair
_ Steve Lozar — Secretary

Jim Malatare — Treasurer
Michel Kenmille

Carole Lankford

Reuben A. Mathias
Charles L. Morigeau
Terry L. Pitts

James Steele Jr.

March 22, 2011
Senate Taxation Committee

Dear Honorable Committee Chairman Bruce Tutvedt and Honorable Committee
Vice Chair’s Bob Lake and Kim Gillan

RE: Senate Bill 412 - Fee to Trust Tax Exemption — Temporary tax
exemption for Tribes while putting fee land into trust status

- ~_ The Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes (CSKT) have had a goal of
©re- acqumng on-teservation lands lost durmg the opemng of the reservatron through -

,‘homesteadmg and forced fee patents

S The CSKT Trrbal Councrl have acted on the'goal annually by budgeting hard
- Tribal revenues and by participating in the some of the Same conservation (land
‘acquisition) programs the State of Montana has --namel; the Bonnev1lle Power

Admrmstratlon (BPA)




The benefits of SB 412 to the CSKT is that the fee to trust bill provides for a
temporary tax exemption for a five year period while the expensive and time consuming

fee to trust process is being done.

Please approve SB 412 to allow the Tribes a time limited tax exemption while
property is going through the fee to trust process. Thank you for your consideration.
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