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March 22,2011
Senate Taxation Committee

Dear Honorable Committee Chairman Bruce Tutvedt and Honorable Committee
Vice Chair's Bob Lake and Kim Gillan

RE: Senate Bill 412 -Fee to Trust Tax Exernption - Temporary tax
exemption for Tribes while putting fee land into trust status

Administration (BfA).

The Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes (CSKT) have had a goal of
re-acquiring on-reservation lands lost during the openipg of the reservation through
homesteading and forced fee patents. , , . ;::r'i':':'- :: , 'rr.' 
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: The CSKT Tribal Council have acted on the goal annually by budgeting hard;..,
Tr-ibal revenues and by participating in the some of the,s,ame conservation (land
aCqiii$ifion) programs the State of Montana has --nameiiithe tsonneville Power
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The benefits of SB 4l2to the CSKT is that the fee to trust bill provides for a
temporary tax exemption for a five year period while the expensive and time consuming
fee to trust process is being done.

Please approve SB 412 to allow the Tribes a time limited tax exemption while
property is going through the fee to trust process. Thank you for your consideration.
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