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HOUSE BILL NO. 301

INTRODUCED BY C. SMITH2

3

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT EXEMPTING A HEALTH CARE SHARING MINISTRY FROM4

REGULATION AS A DISABILITY INSURANCE COMPANY OR POLICY; DEFINING "HEALTH CARE SHARING5

MINISTRY"; AND AMENDING SECTION 33-22-101, MCA."6

7

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:8

9

Section 1.  Section 33-22-101, MCA, is amended to read:10

"33-22-101.  Exceptions to scope -- definition. (1) Subject to subsection (2), parts 1 through 4 of this11

chapter, except 33-22-107, 33-22-110, 33-22-111, 33-22-114, 33-22-125, 33-22-129, 33-22-130 through12

33-22-136, 33-22-140, 33-22-141, 33-22-142, 33-22-243, and 33-22-304, and part 19 of this chapter do not apply13

to or affect:14

(a)  any policy of liability or workers' compensation insurance with or without supplementary expense15

coverage;16

(b)  any group or blanket policy;17

(c)  life insurance, endowment, or annuity contracts or supplemental contracts that contain only those18

provisions relating to disability insurance that:19

(i)  provide additional benefits in case of death or dismemberment or loss of sight by accident or20

accidental means; or21

(ii) operate to safeguard contracts against lapse or to give a special surrender value or special benefit22

or an annuity if the insured or annuitant becomes totally and permanently disabled as defined by the contract or23

supplemental contract;24

(d)  reinsurance.25

(2)  Sections 33-22-137, 33-22-150 through 33-22-152, and 33-22-301 apply to group or blanket policies.26

(3)  (a) Nothing contained in this chapter applies to a health care sharing ministry as defined in subsection27

(3)(b).28

(b)  "Health care sharing ministry" means a faith-based, nonprofit organization that:29

(i)  is tax-exempt under the Internal Revenue Code;30
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(ii) limits its participants to those who are of a similar faith;1

(iii) acts as a facilitator among participants who have financial or medical needs and matches those2

participants with other participants who have the ability to assist those with financial or medical needs in3

accordance with criteria established by the health care sharing ministry;4

(iv) provides for the financial or medical needs of a participant through contributions from one participant5

to another;6

(v)  provides monetary amounts that participants may contribute with no assumption of risk or promise7

to pay among the participants and no assumption of risk or promise to pay by the health care sharing ministry8

to the participants;9

(vi) provides a written monthly statement to all participants that lists the total dollar amount of qualified10

needs submitted to the health care sharing ministry, as well as the amount actually published or assigned to11

participants for their contribution;12

(vii) conducts an annual audit that is performed by an independent certified public accounting firm in13

accordance with generally accepted accounting principles and that is made available to the public upon request;14

and15

(viii) provides on or accompanying all applications or guideline materials distributed by or on behalf of16

the health care sharing ministry a written disclaimer that reads: "Notice: The organization facilitating the sharing17

of medical expenses is not an insurance company and its guidelines and plan of operation are not an insurance18

policy. Participation in the organization or a subscription to any of its documents should never be considered to19

be insurance. Whether anyone chooses to assist you with your medical bills will be totally voluntary because no20

other participant will be compelled by law to contribute toward your medical bills. Regardless of whether you21

receive any payment for medical expenses or whether this organization continues to operate, you are always22

personally responsible for the payment of your own medical bills.""23

- END -24


