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HOUSE BILL NO. 331
INTRODUCED BY D. HOWARD, C. SMITH, WELBORN, REICHNER

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING THAT LIVESTOCK OWNERS BE PROTECTED BY
THE STATE FROM ECONOMIC LOSS FOR BRUCELLOSIS-RELATED COSTS FOR ANIMALS THAT HAVE
BEEN DETERMINED TO BE INFECTED WITH BRUCELLOSIS AND THAT ARE DESTROYED AS ASANITARY
SAFEGUARD; CREATING A BRUCELLOSIS INDEMNITY ACCOUNT; AMENDING SECTION 81-2-206, MCA,
AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Payment of brucellosis-related costs -- claims. (1) In addition to

payment for losses of animals under 81-2-201 and for loss of personal property under 81-2-202, when animals
are determined by the department or by the United States department of agriculture to be infected with brucellosis
and are destroyed as a sanitary safeguard, the owner of the animals must be paid for other brucellosis-related
costs incurred by the owner that are not paid by the federal government. Brucellosis-related costs include:

(a) animal inspections, testing, and transportation required by state or federal regulations;

(b) equipment, labor, and feed costs and income loss incurred while confining animals pursuant to a
guarantine order; and

(c) equipment, labor, and feed costs and income loss related to the required destruction of animals.

(2) Brucellosis-related costs owed under this section must be paid entirely by the state, and the county
has no liability for payment of brucellosis-related costs.

(3) A claim for brucellosis-related costs must be made on forms provided by the department. The claim
must contain an affidavit by the owner of the animals or the owner's agent with knowledge of the
brucellosis-related costs certifying to the ownership of the animals and that the animals have been destroyed for
brucellosis control under the law and the rules of the department. The claim must be accompanied by a certificate
from the department that the animals were ordered destroyed. The claim must also be accompanied by an
accounting verifying all brucellosis-related costs.

(4) Aclaim against the state arising under this section, if found correct, must be processed and paid from
funds in the account created in [section 2].
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(5) IF THE GOVERNOR DECLARES AN EMERGENCY DUE TO THE NEED TO DESTROY ANIMALS INFECTED WITH

BRUCELLOSIS, THE GOVERNOR MAY AUTHORIZE THE EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS PURSUANT TO 10-3-312 FOR THE PURPOSES

PROVIDED IN THIS SECTION. THOSE FUNDS MUST BE DEPOSITED IN THE BRUCELLOSIS INDEMNITY ACCOUNT ESTABLISHED

IN [SECTION 2].

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Brucellosis indemnity account -- use of account. (1) There is a

brucellosis indemnity special revenue account administered by the department in the state special revenue fund
established in 17-2-102.

(2) (a) All state proceeds allocated or budgeted for the purposes of this part must be deposited in the
state special revenue account provided for in subsection (1).

(b) Money received by the department in the form of gifts, grants, reimbursements, or allocations from
any source intended to be used for the purposes of this part must be deposited in the account provided for in
subsection (1).

(3) The department may spend funds in the brucellosis indemnity account only to carry out the provisions

of [section 1].

Section 3. Section 81-2-206, MCA, is amended to read:
"81-2-206. Verification and payment of claims. (1) All claims against the department must be verified
by oath of the claimant or the claimant's agent with knowledge of the facts.

(2) €taims Except as provided in [section 2(3)], claims against the state arising under this part, if found

correct, must be processed and paid from funds of the department.”

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Codification instruction. [Sections 1 and 2] are intended to be codified

as an integral part of Title 81, chapter 2, part 2, and the provisions of Title 81, chapter 2, part 2, apply to [sections

1 and 2].

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval.

- END -
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