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SENATE BILL NO. 76
INTRODUCED BY L. JENT
BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR PAROLE ELIGIBILITY FOR PERSONS
SENTENCED TO THE CUSTODY OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES AND CONFINED IN CERTAIN STATE FACILITIES; AND AMENDING SECTION 46-23-201,
MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 46-23-201, MCA, is amended to read:

"46-23-201. Prisoners eligible for nonmedical parole. (1) Subject to the restrictions contained in

subsections (2) through (5) AND WHEN IN THE BOARD'S OPINION THERE IS REASONABLE PROBABILITY THAT A PRISONER

CAN BE RELEASED WITHOUT DETRIMENT TO THE PRISONER OR TO THE COMMUNITY, the board may release on

nonmedical parole by appropriate order any person who is:

(@) confined in a state prison efr-the-state-hospitater-anypetrsorwho-is;
(b) sentenced to the state prison and confined in a prerelease center when—tr-its—opinion—there—is

(c) sentenced to be committed to the custody of the director of the department of public health and

human services as provided in 46-14-312 and confined in the Montana state hospital, the Montana developmental

center, or the Montana mental health nursing care center.

(2) Persons under sentence of death, persons sentenced to the department who have been placed by
the department in a state prison temporarily for assessment or sanctioning, and persons serving sentences
imposed under 46-18-202(2) or 46-18-219 may not be paroled.

(3) A prisoner serving a time sentence may not be paroled under this section until the prisoner has
served at least one-fourth of the prisoner's full term.

(4) Aprisoner serving a life sentence may not be paroled under this section until the prisoner has served
30 years.
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(5) A parole may be ordered under this section only for the best interests of society and not as an award
of clemency or a reduction of sentence or pardon. A prisoner may be placed on parole only when the board

believes that the prisoner is able and willing to fulfill the obligations of a law-abiding citizen."
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