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SENATE BILL NO. 1181

INTRODUCED BY L. JENT2

3

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING THAT OUTFITTERS MAY CONTRACT FOR4

EQUIPMENT TO MEET LICENSING REQUIREMENTS; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 37-47-302 AND5

37-47-304, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE."6

7

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:8

9

Section 1.  Section 37-47-302, MCA, is amended to read:10

"37-47-302.  Outfitter's qualifications. An applicant for an outfitter's license or renewal of a license must11

meet the following qualifications:12

(1)  be 18 years of age or older, be physically capable and mentally competent to perform the duties of13

an outfitter, and meet experience, training, and testing requirements as prescribed by board rule;14

(2)  own, or hold under written lease, or contract for or represent a company, corporation, or partnership15

who owns, or holds under written lease, or contracts for the equipment and facilities that are necessary to provide16

the services advertised, contracted for, or agreed upon between the outfitter and the outfitter's clients (all17

equipment and facilities are subject to inspection at all reasonable times and places by the board or its designated18

agent); and19

(3)  have demonstrated a respect for and compliance with the laws of any state or of the United States20

and all rules promulgated under those laws related to fish and game, conservation of natural resources, and21

preservation of the natural ecosystem without pollution of the ecosystem."22

23

Section 2.  Section 37-47-304, MCA, is amended to read:24

"37-47-304.  Application. (1) Each applicant for an outfitter's, guide's, or professional guide's license25

shall apply for a license on a form furnished by the department.26

(2)  The application for an outfitter's license forms the basis for the outfitter's operations plan and must27

include:28

(a)  the applicant's full name, residence, address, conservation license number, driver's license number,29

birth date, physical description, and telephone number;30
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(b)  the address of the applicant's principal place of business in the state of Montana;1

(c)  the amount and kind of property and equipment owned and used in the outfitting business of the2

applicant;3

(d)  the experience of the applicant, including:4

(i)  years of experience as an outfitter, guide, or professional guide;5

(ii) the applicant's knowledge of areas in which the applicant has operated and intends to operate; and6

(iii) the applicant's ability to cope with weather conditions and terrain;7

(e)  a signed statement of the licensed outfitter for each guide and professional guide to be employed or8

retained as an independent contractor, stating that the guide or professional guide is to be employed by the9

outfitter and stating that the outfitter recommends the guide or professional guide for licensure;10

(f)  an affidavit by the outfitter to the board that the equipment listed on the application is in fact owned,11

or leased, or contracted for by the applicant, is in good operating condition, and is sufficient and satisfactory for12

the services advertised or contemplated to be performed by the applicant;13

(g)  a statement of the maximum number of participants to be accompanied at any one time;14

(h)  the written approval of the appropriate agency or landowner on whose lands the applicant intends15

to provide services or establish hunting camps; and16

(i)  the boundaries of the proposed operation, stating when applicable:17

(i)  the name and portion of river;18

(ii) the county of location;19

(iii) the legal owner of the property;20

(iv) the name of the ranch;21

(v)  the proposed service, including the type of game sought;22

(vi) the name of the agency granting use authority; and23

(vii) other means of identifying boundaries as established by board rule.24

(3)  An application for an outfitter's license must be in the name of an individual person only. An25

application involving corporations, proprietorships, or partnerships must be made by one individual person who26

qualifies under the provisions of this part. A license issued pursuant to this part must be in the name of that27

person. Any revocation or suspension of a license is binding upon the individual person and the corporation,28

proprietorship, or partnership for the use and benefit of which the license was originally issued.29

(4)  Application must be made to and filed with the board.30
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(5)  Only one application for an outfitter's license may be made in any license year. If an application is1

denied, subsequent applications by the same applicant for the license year involved are void, except as provided2

in 37-47-308."3

4

NEW SECTION.  SECTION 3.  EFFECTIVE DATE. [THIS ACT] IS EFFECTIVE ON PASSAGE AND APPROVAL.5

- END -6


