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SENATE BILL NO. 251
INTRODUCED BY C. KAUFMANN, ESSMANN

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROHIBITING THE USE OF HANB-HELB-MOBHI-ETEEEPHONES
AND MOBILE ELECTRONIC DEVICES WHILE OPERATING A MOTOR VEHICLE; PRESVBDINGEXCEPTHONS

FOTHHERESTRICHON-ON-USE; AND PROVIDING A PENALTY."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Use of hang-hetd-mobte-tetephoenes-and mobile electronic devices

by motor vehicle operators prohibited -- defifitiorrs DEFINITION. {h)Fotptrposes-ofthissection,the-foltowing
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(1) (A) FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION, "MOBILE ELECTRONIC DEVICE" MEANS ANY HAND-HELD OR OTHER

PORTABLE ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT CAPABLE OF PROVIDING DATA COMMUNICATION BETWEEN TWO OR MORE PERSONS,

INCLUDING A TEXT MESSAGING DEVICE, A PAGING DEVICE, A PERSONAL DIGITAL ASSISTANT, A LAPTOP COMPUTER,

EQUIPMENT THAT IS CAPABLE OF PLAYING A VIDEO GAME OR A DIGITAL VIDEO DISK, EQUIPMENT ON WHICH DIGITAL

PHOTOGRAPHS ARE TAKEN OR TRANSMITTED, OR ANY COMBINATION OF THOSE FUNCTIONS.

(B) THE TERM DOES NOT INCLUDE TWO-WAY RADIOS, AUDIO EQUIPMENT, OR ANY EQUIPMENT INSTALLED IN A

MOTOR VEHICLE FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING NAVIGATION, EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE TO THE OPERATOR OF THE

MOTOR VEHICLE, OR VIDEO ENTERTAINMENT TO THE PASSENGERS IN THE REAR SEATS OF THE MOTOR VEHICLE.

(2) ta) Except as otherwise provided in this section, a person may not operate a motor vehicle when the

vehicle is in motion while using a mobile

electronic device.

£e)}(3) The provisions of this subsection (2) may not be construed as authorizing the seizure or forfeiture

of a-hand-hetd-mobite-tetephiornre-or a mobile electronic device unless otherwise provided by law.
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(4) A person who violates subsection (2) shall be fined not more than $100. A violation of this section

may not be recorded or charged against a driver's record, points may not be assessed against the driver's record
pursuant to 61-11-203, and an insurance company may not hold a violation of this section against the insured.

(5) An operator of a motor vehicle who commits a moving violation, as defined in 61-11-203, while
engaged in any activity prohibited in this section shall be fined $100 in addition to any penalty or fine imposed

for the moving violation.

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Codification instruction. [Section 1] is intended to be codified as an

integral part of Title 61, chapter 8, part 3, and the provisions of Title 61, chapter 8, part 3, apply to [section 1].
-END -
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