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SENATE BILL NO. 251
INTRODUCED BY C. KAUFMANN, ESSMANN

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROHIBITING THE USE OF HANB-HELB-MOBHI-ETEEEPHONES
AND MOBILE ELECTRONIC DEVICES TO WRITE, SEND, OR READ A TEXT-BASED COMMUNICATION

WHILE OPERATING A MOTOR VEHICLE,; PROWVBINGEXCEPHONSTOTHERESTRICHON-ONUYSE; AND
PROVIDING A PENALTY."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
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NEW SECTION. SECTION 1. USE OF MOBILE ELECTRONIC DEVICE BY MOTOR VEHICLE OPERATORS

PROHIBITED. (1) A PERSON MAY NOT OPERATE A MOTOR VEHICLE WHILE USING A MOBILE ELECTRONIC DEVICE TO WRITE,

SEND, OR READ A TEXT-BASED COMMUNICATION.

(2) FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION, APERSON IS NOT CONSIDERED TO BE WRITING, SENDING, OR READING

ATEXT-BASED COMMUNICATION IF THE PERSON READS, SELECTS, ORENTERSATELEPHONE NUMBER OR NAME INAMOBILE

ELECTRONIC DEVICE FOR THE PURPOSE OF MAKING OR RECEIVING A TELEPHONE CALL.

(3) THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION MAY NOT BE CONSTRUED AS AUTHORIZING THE SEIZURE OR FORFEITURE

OF A MOBILE ELECTRONIC DEVICE UNLESS OTHERWISE PROVIDED BY LAW.

(4) A PERSON WHO VIOLATES SUBSECTION (1) SHALL BE FINED NOT MORE THAN $100. A VIOLATION OF THIS

SECTION MAY NOT BE RECORDED OR CHARGED AGAINST A DRIVER'S RECORD, POINTS MAY NOT BE ASSESSED AGAINST

THE DRIVER'S RECORD PURSUANT TO 61-11-203, AND AN INSURANCE COMPANY MAY NOT HOLD A VIOLATION OF THIS
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SECTION AGAINST THE INSURED.

(5) AN OPERATOR OF A MOTOR VEHICLE WHO COMMITS A MOVING VIOLATION, AS DEFINED IN 61-11-203, WHILE

WRITING, SENDING, OR READING A TEXT-BASED COMMUNICATION SHALL BE FINED $100 IN ADDITION TO ANY PENALTY OR

FINE IMPOSED FOR THE MOVING VIOLATION.

(6) THIS SECTION DOES NOT APPLY TO AN EMERGENCY SERVICES PROVIDER, AS DEFINED IN 50-16-701, USING

A MOBILE ELECTRONIC DEVICE WHILE OPERATING AN AUTHORIZED EMERGENCY VEHICLE IN THE COURSE AND SCOPE OF

THE PROVIDER'S DUTIES.

(7)_(A) AS USED IN THIS SECTION, "WRITE, SEND, OR READ A TEXT-BASED COMMUNICATION" MEANS USING A

MOBILE ELECTRONIC DEVICE TO COMMUNICATE MANUALLY WITH ANY PERSON USING TEXT-BASED COMMUNICATION,

INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO COMMUNICATIONS REFERRED TO AS ATEXT MESSAGE, INSTANT MESSAGE, ORELECTRONIC

MAIL.

(B) THE TERM DOES NOT INCLUDE THE USE OF A GLOBAL POSITIONING OR NAVIGATION SYSTEM.

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Codification instruction. [Section 1] is intended to be codified as an

integral part of Title 61, chapter 8, part 3, and the provisions of Title 61, chapter 8, part 3, apply to [section 1].
-END -

Legislative
Services -4 - Authorized Print Version - SB 251
Division



