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SENATE BILL NO. 371
INTRODUCED BY D. LEWIS, HINKLE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ENSURING THE AVAILABILITY OF MONTANA AMMUNITION;
ENCOURAGING THE FORMATION OF BUSINESS IN MONTANA PRIMARILY ENGAGED IN THE
MANUFACTURE OF AMMUNITION COMPONENTS; PRESVABINGEXEMPHONSTFROMPROPERTY-TAXES;

AMMUNIHON-CHEMIEALS; EXPANDING ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CRITERIA TO ENCOMPASS THE

MANUFACTURE OF AMMUNITION COMPONENTS; AMENDING SECTIONS 15-6-219,15-36-2116;15-31-113;
27-1726; 90-1-118; AND 90-1-202, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE ANDB

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Short title. [Sections 1 through # 4] may be cited as the "Montana

Ammunition Availability Act".

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Legislative findings. (1) In recognition that the people of Montana have

reserved to themselves the individual right to bear arms in Article I, section 12, of the Montana constitution, the
legislature finds that both this right and the firearms that the people possess are at serious risk if the people
cannot obtain ammunition for firearms. An adequate source of ammunition is an indivisible and essential part of
the right to bear arms. The people of Montana are totally dependent upon a very few manufacturers of smokeless
propellant, small arms primers, and cartridge cases located in other states for small arms ammunition used in
Montana.

(2) The legislature intends to encourage the manufacture of smokeless propellant, small arms primers,
and cartridge cases within the borders of Montana to ensure availability of small arms ammunition for the people

of Montana and to fully implement the right to bear arms that the people have reserved to themselves.

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Definitions. As used in [sections 1 through # 4], the following definitions
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apply:

2)(1) "Black powder" means a propellant made from potassium or sodium nitrate, charcoal, and sulfur
or a substitute for black powder made differently that is used for conventional small arms or antique or replica
arms.

3)(2) "Cartridge cases" means the casings that contain and hold together the propellant, primer, and

bullet, which may be formed from brass, aluminum, steel, plastic, or some combination of those or other materials.

5)(3) "Propellant” includes smokeless propellant or black powder or black powder substitutes.

6)(4) "Small arms" means pistols, revolvers, rifles, shotguns, and other similar devices that are portable
by one person, the possession and use of which are protected by Article Il, section 12, of the Montana
constitution.

A(5) "Small arms primers" means the priming component for a round of ammunition intended for use
in small arms that is usually made of a cup, an anvil, and a shock-sensitive chemical compound and is designed
to ignite the propellant in an ammunition cartridge for conventional small arms.

8)(6) "Smokeless propellant” means a chemical substance designed to expel a projectile from small

arms through burning and expansion at a quick but controlled burning rate.
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20 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Economic development. The establishment or manufacture of propellant

21 andsmallarms primers is a qualified economic development purpose pursuantto 90-1-116 through 90-1-119 and
22  Title 90, chapter 1, part 2.
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Section 5. Section 90-1-118, MCA, is amended to read:

"90-1-118. Small business eligibility criteria. (1) To be eligible for a state matching grant under
90-1-117 through 90-1-119, a business shall provide evidence to the department of commerce that the business
meets all of the following criteria:

H(a) the business is a for-profit sole proprietorship, partnership, limited liability company, limited liability
partnership, or corporation registered with the secretary of state under Title 35 and has its principal place of
business in this state;
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2)(b) the business has received a phase | award under a small business innovative research grant or
small business technology transfer grant from a participating federal agency in response to a specific federal
solicitation;

3)(c) the business meets all federal eligibility requirements for a small business innovative research
grant or a small business technology transfer grant;

#)(d) the business is not concurrently receiving funding from other state funding programs that duplicate
the purpose stated in 90-1-117;

{5)(e) the business certifies that at least 51% of the research described in the business's proposal for
phase Il funding under a small business innovative research grant or small business technology transfer grant
is to be conducted in this state and that the business will remain a Montana-based business for the duration of
a phase Il project under a small business innovative research grant or small business technology transfer grant;
and

6)(f) the business demonstrates an ability to conduct research for the business's phase Il proposal under
the small business innovative research grant or small business technology transfer grant.

(2)_As provided in [section 6 4], the establishment or manufacture of propellant and small arms primers

is a qualified economic development purpose."

Section 6. Section 90-1-202, MCA, is amended to read:

"90-1-202. Purpose. (1) The legislature finds and declares that economic development is a public
purpose. The purpose of the big sky economic development program is to assist in economic development for
Montana that will:

tH(a) create good-paying jobs for Montana residents;

2)(b) promote long-term, stable economic growth in Montana;

3)(c) encourage local economic development organizations;

&)(d) create partnerships between the state, local governments, tribal governments, and local economic
development organizations that are interested in pursuing these same economic development goals;

5)(e) retain or expand existing businesses;

6)(f) provide a better life for future generations through greater economic growth and prosperity in
Montana; and

£A(a) encourage workforce development, including workforce training and job creation, in high-poverty
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counties by providing targeted assistance.

(2)_As provided in [section 6 4], the establishment or manufacture of propellant and small arms primers

is a qualified economic development purpose."

NEW SECTION. Section 7. Codification instruction. &) [Sections 1 through # 4] are intended to be

codified as an integral part of Title 30, chapter 20, and the provisions of Title 30, chapter 20, apply to [sections

1 through # 4].

NEW SECTION. Section 8. Severability. If a part of [this act] is invalid, all valid parts that are severable

from the invalid part remain in effect. If a part of [this act] is invalid in one or more of its applications, the part

remains in effect in all valid applications that are severable from the invalid applications.

NEW SECTION. Section 9. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval.

- END -
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