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           BILL NO.           1

INTRODUCED BY 2
(Primary Sponsor)

3

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REMOVING THE REQUIREMENT THAT A PHYSICIAN PROVIDING4

AN IMPAIRMENT RATING HAVE HOSPITAL ADMITTING PRIVILEGES; AMENDING SECTION 39-71-711,5

MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND AN APPLICABILITY DATE."6

7

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:8

9

Section 1.  Section 39-71-711, MCA, is amended to read:10

"39-71-711.  Impairment evaluation -- ratings. (1) An impairment rating:11

(a)  is a purely medical determination and must be determined by an impairment evaluator after a12

claimant has reached maximum healing;13

(b)  must be based on the sixth edition of the American medical association Guides to the Evaluation of14

Permanent Impairment;15

(c)  must be expressed as a percentage of the whole person; and16

(d)  must be established by objective medical findings and may not be based exclusively on complaints17

of pain.18

(2)  A claimant or insurer, or both, may obtain an impairment rating from an evaluator if the injury falls19

within the scope of the evaluator's practice and if the evaluator is one of the following:20

(a)  a physician or an osteopath licensed under Title 37, chapter 3, with admitting privileges to practice21

in one or more hospitals, if any, in the area where the physician or osteopath is located;22

(b)  a chiropractor licensed under Title 37, chapter 12;23

(c)  a physician assistant licensed under Title 37, chapter 20, if there is not a physician as provided for24

in subsection (2)(a) in the area where the physician assistant is located;25

(d)  a dentist licensed under Title 37, chapter 4;26

(e)  an advanced practice registered nurse licensed under Title 37, chapter 8; or27

(f)  for a claimant residing out of state or upon approval of the insurer, an evaluator referred to in28

subsections (2)(a) through (2)(e) who is licensed or certified in another state.29

(3)  If the claimant and insurer cannot agree upon the rating, the mediation procedure in Title 39, chapter30
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71, part 24, must be followed.1

(4)  Disputes over impairment ratings are subject to the provisions of 39-71-605."2

3

NEW SECTION.  Section 2.  Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval.4

5

NEW SECTION.  Section 3.  Applicability. [This act] applies to impairment ratings issued on or after6

[the effective date of this act].7

- END -8
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