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Mr. Chairman, Members of the Committee; my name is Al Ekblad. I am the Executive
Secretary of the Montana State AFL-CIO. My testimony today is on behalf of more than
45,000 Montana union members, represented by more than 50 different labor organizations in
both the public and private sectors. We support HB 13.

I want to give you a broader perspective on what is really going on with worker wages in
Montana. During the last four years while base wages for state employees have been frozen,
hundreds of contracts have been negotiated in the private sector. In preparation for this
testimony, I was unable to find even a single contract where wages remained stagnant for two
years, much less four years.

The wages collectively bargained in the healthcare industry have risen between 3% and 5% per
year over the last four years and will continue to do so each year over the next three years.

The wages bargained for miners have increased by approximately $1.00 an hour over each of
the last four years. Miner’s wages will increase this year by $1.00 - $2.68 an hour dependent on
job type, with an additional $1.00 an hour increase per year for each of the next five years.

Contracts in the industrial sectors have increased wages by approximately$3.00 an hour over
each of the last three years.

Prevailed wages in the construction industry are established based on an average of area wages.
Wages for the highway construction industry have been driven up by 5.5% in the last three
years.

Data released in 2012 by the US Department of Labor shows that personal income in Montana
rose an average of 5.1 percent in 2011 and per capita personal income rose 4.3 percent from
2010 to 2011. In dollars this means average personal income rose from $35,053 to $36,573, an
increase of $1,520 in just one year. Given that the wages of state employees have for the most
part remained stagnant, this is the result, almost entirely, of private sector activity.

The bottom line is that our dedicated state workers are getting left behind. These are the people
that help make Montana the last, best place. They are fire fighters, snowplow drivers,
corrections officers, emergency medical responders, care attendants, caseworkers, maintenance
workers and so many more. The work they do is honorable and it is time we honor them with
fair wages to support their families. I urge you to support the workers who care for the people in
our communities.

Please vote yes on HB 13. Thank you.
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