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TO: House Appropriations Committee
c/o Lisa Adams, House Committee Secretary
DA: 5 March 2013
RE: Department of Commerce Montana Main Street Program

I am writing you on behalf of the Montana Downtown Coalition members to express our
support to reinstate the funding for the Department of Commerce’s Montana Main Street
Program.

The Montana Main Street Program provides many of our sister communities with critical funding,
professional and technical support for local efforts to preserve and enhance their historic, “main”
streets.

Every year at the Montana Downtown Conference we hear incredible accounts of programs and
projects being planned and implemented by small communities across the state on a volunteer basis
with the support of the Montana Main Street Program. The annual Montana Downtown Conference is
a collaborative effort of the Montana Downtown Coalition and the Montana Main Street Program.

As the director of several downtown organizations here in Bozeman, | am truly impressed by the
amount of good work being done in places like Stevensville, Lewistown and Terry with the modest
funding provided by the Montana Main Street Program.

As Montana continues to recover from the national recession, we need to continue to invest in our
Main Streets. The Montana Main Street Program is the only entity providing any assistance to over a
dozen Montana communities.

Downtowns and Main Streets across Montana are the heart and soul of each community. Montana
downtowns—whether single historic streets or larger urban centers—represent what is unique and
genuine about our hometowns. Nothing embodies our quality of life better than our downtowns.

Downtowns not only define each Montana community but also represent a significant portion of each
town'’s taxable value, employment base, and commercial activity. In addition, Main Streets are the
social and cultural centers of our community.

Chris Naumann, Montana Downtown Coalition President
chris@downtownbozeman.org

The Montana Downtown Coalition is the collaborative effort of professional organizations from across the state
to support our vibrant and sustainable community downtowns.
Collectively, Montana’s downtown organizations invest over $10 million a year into the state’s Main Street
districts. This financial commitment subsequently leverages $40 million of private and other public investment
into downtowns across the state.
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March 7, 2013

Lisa Adams
House Committee Secretary
VIA EMAIL - lisaadams@mt.gov

Dear Ms.4 Adams;

The Board of Directors of the Great Falls Business Improvement District (BID),
representing 164 property owners, would like to-express their support of the
Montana Main Street Program and encourage you to do the same.

The Montana Main Street Program provides many communities in Montana with
critical funding and professional and technical support for local efforts to preserve
and enhance their historic main streets. :

Great Falls has directly benefited from the Main Street program:

* In2009, we hosted The Art of Downtown with Colleen Rudio and Brett
Campbell ~ S ,

¢ In 2010, we hosted Every Business Has a Billboard with Susan Shaddox

* In2011, we hosted Appropriate Downtown Design Solutions with Joe
Lawniczak : ' -

* In2012, we were privileged to host the 5™ Annual Montana Downtown
Conference, which would not be possible to run without the support of the
Montana Main Street program. : .

¢ In addition to hosting the conference, with financial support from the Main
Street Program, we were able to host Donovan Rypkema as he presented
100 Common Denominators of Successful Downtowns during the
conference.

* In2013, we plan to put the remaining funds for Great Falls for this fiscal
year toward a website for the newly formed Downtown Development
Partnership. :

A continued investment in our main streets is crucial.
Sincerely,

Andy Ferrin, Board Chair
Great Falls Business Improvement District
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