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City of East Helena

Mayor
Anthony Strainer

Council Members
Mike Spotorno

Kit Johnson March 26, 2013
Birgit Stipich
James Schell

City Attorney

Mike Rieley House Education Committee

City Clerk
Sandra Milsten RE: HB 634

Deputy Clerk
Susan Spotorno

As the Mayor of the City of East Helena, I am a proponent of the freedom of choice by the
people of a democratic society. I am writing today to voice my support in allowing my
Public Works constituents, “the citizens of East Helena”, the choice to vote for or against issues that are
Director presented to them in a properly formed election. Since I strongly believe in a democratic

Bill Casey process, I support the legislation in House Bill 634, to allow the citizens of this

Chief of Police community, a choice to direct the activities of our excellent school system in East Helena
Dale Aschim to expand into a K-12 school district or to choose to support the existing K-8 grade school
Fire Chief system. I believe, we as a community, should at least have the opportunity to decide the
Elroy Golemon fate of this issue on our own with your permission given under HB634.

City Judge

Thank you for your consideration.

Dennis Loveless

P.O. Box 1170 Anthony E. Strainer
East Helena

Montana 59635 Mayor

City Offices

406-227-5321

City Fax
406-227-5456

Police Admin.
406-227-8686

@ We Support Fair Housing Equal Opportunity Employer




Ron Whitmoyer

From: Taylor Brown [Taylor@northernbroadcasting.com]
Sent: Friday, March 22, 2013 6:08 PM

To: Ron Whitmoyer

Subject: RE: LC 950 High School Expansion

Ron:

Happy to co-sign on it. Please have him get it to me for a signature!
Taylor

Taylor Brown

Northern Broadcasting System, Inc
P.O. Box 1742

Billings, MT 59103

ph: (406) 252-6661

fax: (406) 245-9755

tavliarionarthernhraadractine cam

Ron Whitmoyer

From: Terry Murphy [murphter6@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2013 11:13 AM
To: Ron Whitmoyer

Ron, I would be willing to be a cosigner of this version of the bill. Terry Murphy




March 26, 2013

Legisiators:

Superintendent
Lockwood Schools

932 U.S. Highway 87 East
Billings, MT 59101
{(406) 252-6022 -
www.lockwoodschool.org
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HELLGATE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

DISTRICT NO. 4

2385 FLYNN LANE
MISSOULA, MONTANA 59808

K-2 PRINCIPAL 721-2160 SUPERINTENDENT 728-5626

3-5 PRINCIPAL 549-6109 BUSINESS OFFICE 728-5626
6-8 PRINCIPAL 721-2452 FAX NO. 406-728-5636
March 27, 2013

Montana House of Representatives
PO Box 200500
Helena, MT 59620-0500

Dear Honorable Members of the Montana House of Representatives:

1am the Superintendent of Hellgate Elementary which is the largest independent elementary school
district in Montana with an enrollment approaching 1,350 students (K-8). I am asking that you support
House Bill 634, sponsored by Representative Kirk Wagoner of Montana City, that would provide the
opportunity for Hellgate Elementary voters to decide if they want to expand the school district from a K-8
school district into a K-12 school district.

Hellgate Elementary is viewed as one of the premier Montana public education institutions, Our school
district and our community have worked hard to achieve that distinction. Part of the reason for our
success-has been the development of a sense of community and connectedness felt by our students, our
students’ parents, our school district community, as well as by our staff personnel, to all that is Hellgate
Elementary. Allowing Hellgate Elementary voters to decide if they want to have a high school, built on
the same solid educational and societal philosophy that currently guides all Hellgate Elementary decision-
making would have a significant academic and societal benefit for our students. More importantly,
allowing Hellgate Elementary to become a potential K-12 school district-could mgmﬁcantly benefit
Montana as the state seeks to legitimately increase high school graduation rates, increase high school
graduate economic productivity, and increase a sense of social safety and connectednéss among Montana
citizens toward its public education institutions.

Our voters know, if they were allowed to vote on expanding Hellgate Elementary into a K-12 school
district, they would still be responsible for the bonded indebtedness that has been already incurred
through the association with Missoula County Public Schools. However, I believe, to the Hellgate
Elementary voter, the potential to raise the quality of educational and societal opportunity for our Hellgate
Elementary students, through separating from the Missoula County Public Schools and creating a K-12
Hellgate Elementary school district, far out-weighs all other factors. To Hellgate Elementary, the ideas of
academic rigor, academic relevance, and educational relationship to individual student learning are more
than just slogans or catch-phrases. These beliefs are the non-negotiable bedrock principles that guide the
K-8 Hellgate Elementary school district today and could guide the K-12 Hellgate Elementary school
district tomorrow. Please let our Hellgate Elementary voters have the opportunity to decide for
themselves if they want to expand into a K-12 school district.

Thank you for your time and I urge you to support House Bill 634.

Sincerely,
Douglas Reisig, Ed.D.
Superintendent, Hellgate Elementary

Over One Century of Quality Education
(Established in 1869)




A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature.

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby respectfully petition the 2013 Legislature for the
authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means to educate its
students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow East Helena to decide if they
want to keep their students in the community and to educate them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature.

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby respectfully petition the 2013 Legislature for the
authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means to educate its
students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow East Helena to decide if they
want to keep their students in the community and to educate them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature.

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby respectfully petition the 2013 Legislature for the
authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means to educate its
students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow East Helena to decide if they

want to keep their students in the community and to educate them in a school of their choosing.

Address

Name

Jowesa (. FCLée/V 2832 Kemivatom Ot F1H 59635
/ /) L Ll ]2, A g, a7

N WaL SV AL AN

_ - N S
2598 | ewiEsTor P, | EBST HElExs ST63

o WHLTER
Mie Fasgervoere 325 Deac t, Peewa | S9 6o

/Kc\i&w.\ N %94 v ﬂf.we‘“ufkmp\|w"'§‘7éﬁz
Speeiin Sopes 25 Cooper [ Zast fbdboe 5935
e pticaz— I fdng Eldunscl OF 507,

éO% Warc il-e 9290 'kjtu%l(q Drive S9L0T

\lerie Baluka s 5540 foir i Heleng 59602

Il Miller 176 Crested Wheat Loop 59635

(ol C e 1S 0 o sl & S\
Lt

/
(laen haree <Chenrpoon kios; crmaw.j

3JPage



A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature.

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby respectfully petition the 2013 Legislature for the
authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means to educate its
students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow East Helena to decide if they
want to keep their students in the community and to educate them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature.

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby respectfully petition the 2013 Legislature for the
authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means to educate its
students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow East Helena to decide if they
want to keep their students in the community and to educate them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature.

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby respectfully petition the 2013 Legislature for the
authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means to educate its
students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow East Helena to decide if they
want to keep their students in the community and to educate them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature.

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby respectfully petition the 2013 Legislature for the
authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means to educate its
students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow East Helena to decide if they
want to keep their students in the community and to educate them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature.

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby respectfully petition the 2013 Legislature for the
authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means to educate its
students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow East Helena to decide if they
want to keep their students in the community and to educate them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature.

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby respectfully petition the 2013 Legislature for the
authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means to educate its
students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow East Helena to decide if they
want to keep their students in the community and to educate them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature.

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby respectfully petition the 2013 Legislature for the
authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means to educate its
students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow East Helena to decide if they
want to keep their students in the community and to educate them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature.

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby respectfully petition the 2013 Legislature for the
authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means to educate its
students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow East Helena to decide if they
want to keep their students in the community and to educate them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature.

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby respectfully petition the 2013 Legislature for the
authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means to educate its
students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow East Helena to decide if they
want to keep their students in the community and to educate them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature.

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby respectfully petition the 2013 Legislature for the
authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means to educate its
students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow East Helena to decide if they
want to keep their students in the community and to educate them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature.

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby respectfully petition the 2013 Legislature for the
authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means to educate its
students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow East Helena to decide if they

want to keep their students in the community and to educate them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature.

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby respectfully petition the 2013 Legislature for the
authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means to educate its
students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow East Helena to decide if they
want to keep their students in the community and to educate them in a school of their choosing.
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We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby respectfully petition the 2013 Legislature for the
authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means to educate its
students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow East Helena to decide if they

A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature.

want to keep their students in the community and to educate them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature.

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby respectfully petition the 2013 Legislature for the
authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means to educate its
students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow East Helena to decide if they
want to keep their students in the community and to educate them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature.

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby respectfully petition the 2013 Legislature for the
authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means to educate its
students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow East Helena to decide if they
want to keep their students in the community and to educate them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature.

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby respectfully petition the 2013 Legislature for the
authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means to educate its
students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow East Helena to decide if they
want to keep their students in the community and to educate them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature.

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby respectfully petition the 2013 Legislature for the
authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means to educate its
students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow East Helena to decide if they
want to keep their students in the community and to educate them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature.

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby respectfully petition the 2013 Legislature for the
authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means to educate its
students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow East Helena to decide if they
want to keep their students in the community and to educate them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature.

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby respectfully petition the 2013 Legislature for the
authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means to educate its
students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow East Helena to decide if they
want to keep their students in the community and to educate them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature.

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby respectfully petition the 2013 Legislature for the
authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means to educate its
students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow East Helena to decide if they
want to keep their students in the community and to educate them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature.

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby respectfully petition the 2013 Legislature for the
authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means to educate its
students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow East Helena to decide if they
want to keep their students in the community and to educate them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature.

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby respectfully petition the 2013 Legislature for the
authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means to educate its
students. We request the legisiature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow East Helena to decide if they
want to keep their students in the community and to educate them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature.

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby respectfully petition the 2013 Legislature for the
authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means to educate its
students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow East Helena to decide if they
want to keep their students in the community and to educate them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature.

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby respectfully petition the 2013 Legislature for the
authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means to educate its
students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow East Helena to decide if they
want to keep their students in the community and to educate them in a school of their choosing.
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EASTHELENASCHOOLS

A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legisiature,

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby respectfully petition the 2013 Legislature for the
authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means to educate its
students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 10 allow East Helena to decide if they
want to keep their students in the community and to educate them in a school of their ¢hoosing.

] ~ ~Name

fohae

(t\,( S c\f\ wZN

3«5—! Noe (

w

A}A\sf g/// / e

(WF%——MCW:‘\L(,

\/@% Man D
\,IA' w‘ck@’\\L,uLJnl“‘)
(C( (L _‘)QI
~\> ) Naa
Lo cl Xl N

lanner  farivs

23{Prage

o A,

Address

A4 eec D
1S Wl
BNsk OLU’J f)"m For (' ﬂﬂ/
L8 62/1/1’7« fe 14 £2d /ﬁé«ém 2r
A332 (/QI/c., Deive & Helena 17
73X Q(kQ drise  E helene mT
3AL2 Ke:r D #4 Jhlecw U]
31 LY Baou B e vefra Mt
ROy Hﬂmuﬂ
S220 Jv el He lene M7
ég 90 (u»\/mp lQYWv Ht‘ffw“""
027 ﬁawﬁmop
feoved) Luﬁg\
OB a7
((7@ g\qu \/W Re*
(778"@ sl\mrb View rnL
e WDindupte, . £ telin, MT

Zzo2 T

6:?21)3(“ (4, A)\A\+Oﬂ M
<N 5D RS E+\@Jwﬂc MT

s763 30 RA E/L lemﬁw |

FAGE B4/85




House Bill 634 Testimony by Ron Whitmoyer

Madam Chair (Representative Hansen) and Members of the Committee, for the record,
my name is Ron Whitmoyer, and that is spelled (W*H*I*T*M*O*Y*E*R). | am the
Superintendent of East Helena Public Schools and speaking to you at the request of my
School District, School Board and Community. Thank you Representative Wagoner for
sponsoring this bill. Also | should thank Senator Murphy, Senator Lewis and Senator
Taylor Brown for their willingness to co-sponsor this legislation along with Several
Representatives, some of which are in this room. | apologize for the inability to have
them co-sign this bill properly in order to expedite it to this hearing.

HB 634 is brought before you today by a grass roots collection of parents and community
members whom you will hear from following me. We are not here at the request of lobbyists or
state organizations, but as a collection of hard working community members asking for an
opportunity to assert local control over our schools. This bill is about freedom of choice in a
democratic society. The East Helena community is not asking you to approve a new high
school, the East Helena taxpayers are asking to have the freedom to vote their choice and their
own level of taxation. My community, for whom | am | speaking, is asking you to allow local
control.

East Helena is a proud community where parents rightfully believe that the school district can do
as well if not better because we know and love our kids. This is not about the bigger school
district doing anything wrong. Quite to the contrary, they are doing a good job of educating their
kids. We are saying that schools like Hamilton, Corvallis, Laurel, and other K-12 schools are
doing exceptionally well, and we are asking for the opportunity to be innovative, creative and
exemplary in our delivery of an education to our own East Helena kids.

Certainly there are concerns we do not have bonding capacity for a new building. In a simple
analysis this is true, however, nothing is ever truly simple. Many options exist such as using a
building reserve levy as a savings account to prepare for a building, asking our East Helena
Quality Education Foundation to do fundraisers, heck the Foundation paid the wages of a
Kindergarten teacher using bake sales and fund raisers in 2000 when | started as
superintendent. Even Senator Dave Lewis offered to build an East Helena High School if he
won the lottery! Who knows the lengths we can go to, to overcome these issues, if we are at
least given a chance to allow our community to vote to decide. | am a Board Member on the
Montana Business Assistance Connection that is working hard to promote development of
business and industry in East Helena and the surrounding 4 county area. We have 1,800 acres
with prime access to the railroad, interstate and natural resources and we are working to attract
industry and business to our East Helena location. In fact there are signs this will be starting to
pick up since Blue Cross and Blue Shield recently announced the purchase of property in our
school district that they intend to build their Helena office on. That spells jobs and more viability
to spur the local economy. A new high school would mean more jobs too, but this issue is not
about these future concerns. They are totally irrelevant without your permission to even be
allowed to consider if we want to go to these lengths for our kids.




My community has told me, and our School Board, that getting permission to decide for
ourselves is what they want us to do. As their representative | am requesting that you seriously
consider this bill to allow the people | serve the right to vote on the needs of their own kids. | am
including a petition with over 500 signatures collected in our community, a letter of support from
Mayor Anthony Strainer of the City of East Helena, emails from Senator Murphy and Senator
Taylor Brown , and letters from Superintendents from Lockwood and Hellgate Elementary in
your packet as a reminder of the level of support we have for our request.

| again want to thank Representative Wagoner for giving us an opportunity to have the
Legislature hear this grassroots request. On behalf of my community, | respectfully request
your support in providing the choice afforded to our East Helena Community in this bill.




