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* Fields, right, the Ieédlng candidate to succeed Ford CEO Alan Mufally, appeared with him In 2009,
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et: The Yoga Pants War

rel approach at a time when
re are few legal protections
designs on apparel,

The fashion industry has his-
ically sought and been
nted protection for limited
ects of their products, like
lemarks on logos and brand
nes, which are recognized as
ir property. For instance, in a
Jemark dispute  between
nch  designers Christian
thoutin ‘SA and Yves Saint
rent, a unit of PPR S84, a fed-
| court of appeals in New
k last week ruled that
houtin largely owns the ex-

Jelow the Waist

ived three patents for its yoga pants and has
ein saying its pants infringe on the designs.

STRO PANT

CURRENT PRICE

CALVIN KLEIN PANT

$19.99

clusive right to use the color red
to coat the bottoms of its high-
heeled shoes.

But designers haven’t had
much success in protecting de-
signs-on fundamental articles of
clothing, ones that might cover,
say, the shape of a blouse or the
cut of a collar on a shirt.

Generaily speaking, copyright
law protects forms of art, but
not items that are predomi-
nantly functional, like shirts and
pants. Recent congressional bills
that would grant greater copy-
right protection to clothing de-
signs have failed to advance.

MATEBIALS Polyester and spandex

WEBSITE DESCRIPTIONS:
i stretch and
sture wicking’
1ed and uber~"
foga practice’

for performance’

moisture wicking’

£5

“Sport design engineered

‘High tech, quick dry

Calvin {0
Source: WS research; I
drawings: the companies

Lululemon is trying to chart a
new path by filing and litigating
patents secured on the basis of
its designs.

Such patents, ‘called design
patents, have “for too long been
grossly underappreciated” by the
fashion industry, said Perry
Saidman, a design-law expert
and lawyer in Silver Spring, Md.

Fashion designers have only |

sporadically gone to court over
such patents, But slowly, design
patents are coming into vogue
across a widening number of in-
dustries. Apple Inc. made them a

. Please turntopage B5

Coal-Fired
Plants
Mothballed

|By Gas Glut

By Repecea Svars

In its heyday, the giant W.H.
Sammis power station was a
workhorse, cranking out electric-
ity around the clock. But
FirstEnergy Corp. now plans to
idle the coal-fired power plant
on the Ohio River and run it only
when there is exceptional need
for electricity.

Sammis is one of a growing
number of coal-fired plants that
were built to run 24 hours a day,
seven days a week, but now may
run only occasionally because of
soft demand for electricity and
competition from gas-fired
plants that are cheaper to run
and cleaner to operate.

Coal has been losing ground
to natural gas ever since a boost
in shale-gas production sent the
price of natural gas tumbling
four years ago. But now the nat-
ural-gas price advantage is be-
ginning to affect the coal units
that d most protected
from the shift. Many of these
plants have the latest environ-
mental upgrades and are often
close to coal deposits.

‘The reason: With natural gas
priced below $3 per million Brit-
ish' thermal units, down from
about $8 in 2008, many gas-
fueled plants can make electric-
ity for about two cents a kilo-
watt hour, less than half what it
costs to run many coal units,
said Julien Demoiuldin-Smith, di-
rector of utilities research at
UBS Securities LLC in New York.

*This marks another iteration
of the way in which natural gas
is displacing coal,” said Mr. De-
moulin-Smith. He said he ex-
pects the trend to become more
pronounced in coming months as
companies seek ways to cut thelr
operating costs, especially those
selling power into deregulated
markets in-the Notrtheast, Mid-
west, California- and Texas,
‘where power prices are very low
because there is no pricing floor.

FirstEnergy, based in Akron,
Ohio, spent more than $1.8 bil-
lion putting pollution controls
on the seven-unit Sammis plant
in Stratton, its largest generat-
ing station in Ohio, starting the
work before the 2008 economic
downturn.

Even so, “if things don’t pick
up and electricity (profit) mar-
gins don’t improve, the Sammis
units won't run anymore,” Mark
Durbin, a First Energy spokes-
man, said of the plant, whose
units were built between 1959
and 1971

Another owner of generating
plants, Dallas-based Luminant,
recently announced plans to put
two big, coal-fired generating
units at its Monticello power
plant in northeast Texas into

Pleaseturnto the next page




Coal-Fired Power Plants Mothballed

Continued fromthe prior page
semiretirement. A third, newer
unit will continue running.

Last year, Luminant threat-
ened to shut down the plant and
its adjacent mining operation,
blaming looming federal emis-
sions restrictions. The rules
were recently struck down by
the courts.

. Luminant, a unit of Energy
Future Holdings Corp. of Dallas,
says the change this year is
prompted by market forces.

That is because natural-gas
plants set market prices in

WLH. Sammis coal

Texas, and their costs are so low
that they can often sell power
for less than what it costs to run
a coal plant, One reason Lumi-
nant’s costs are higher is be-
cause of coal-handling expenses
and the higher number of em-
ployees it takes.to run a coal
plant compared with a gas-fired
plant.

“It’s all about low wholesale
prices,” said Luminant spokes-
man Allan Koenig. Luminant is
lobbying utility regulators for
creation of a subsidy for genera-
tors that would reward them for

H

200 billion cubic feet.

keeping coal-based generating
plants standing by to create
electricity if needed. :

Historically, units situated
near mines—like those at Monti-
cello, which burn the lowsgrade
coal. known as lignite«didn't
need special assistance. They
were able to make electricity
more cheaply than any other
kind of fossil-fuel plant. But
proximity to even the cheapest
coal is no longer a decisive ad-
vantage. :

PPL Corp., of Allenfown, Pa.,
is considering putting some of
its coal units into formal part-

" time operating status, too, said

George Lewis, a company

« spokesman. Several PPL units in

the Midwest and Northeast were
sidelined for extended periods
this past spring because there
weren’t buyers for their power.
The company expects power
prices to remain low for the next
couple of years, potentially
idling units “for even longer pe-
riods,” he said.

Ohio-based American Elec-
tric Power Co, started down this
path a couple years ago, chang-
ing the operating status of 10
generating plants in Ohio, Indi-
ana, West Virginia and Virginia.

“Today, it keeps:a skeleton crew [

at each location and brings in- |

_more workers when it wants to
- bring some of the coal units

back to life, something that re-
quires about four days notice.
AEP’s annual coal burn has
dropped from approximately 75
million tons before 2008 to a
projected 55 million tons in
2012. The multistate utility’s
natural-gas use, over that same
period, has doubled, to about




