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Senate Bill 180 is worthy of consideration. It's crucial for Montana citizens and
policymakers to re-examine the issue. It's not just the government that can take
private property in Montana, but private companies as well. Granting the power
of eminent domain to a private company based on our power as a state? It’s time
to adjust that. Without going to court, a company can use the threat of eminent
domain to exact its will over private landowners. Landowners are not suggesting
too change law that brings industrial development to a halt. Landowners
understand public use that serves the citizens of Montana. However, Montana
landowners don’t deserve eminent domain law that now significantly expands
any corporation’s ability to exercise eminent domain and condemn private
property without landowner recourse. Last legisiative session, corporate
proponents of eminent domain described Montana as a “Business window of
opportunity, and would like more future development projects.” Improving a
company’s bottom line can be reason enough. If passed, Senate Bill 180 will
remove the bulls eye target off the backs of the Montana landowner.
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