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February 10, 2013

Re: House Bill 407

All Honorable Members of the Committee:

I am writing this letter to urge you to support House Bill 407. 1 think it's long
overdue that persons with disabilities be allowed to use crossbows during the
archery season when they cannot use traditional archery equipment. 1 had a
spinal cord injury 32+ years ago and am now a quadriplegic and have no use of
either my arms or legs. | enjoyed archery before my injury and it was several
years after my injury before | was able to find a way to make it accessible to me
again.

A few years ago, | was close to buying a elk hunting license for the archery
season. Upon contacting the Montana FWP, | learned that | would need a permit
to modify archery equipment. As | read through the qualifications, | realized that
my setup’s dimensions on the bow and the arrow length met the requirements of
the permit. Several members of the FWP were very supportive of my interests
but told me they were concerned that there could be problems since my setup
looked too much like a crossbow. They said they thought it would be okay as
long as I could turn the limbs vertical like a conventional bow rather than
horizontal like a crossbow. That modification would have not only been a
significant amount of work but also would have been a problem because the
bottom limb would hit my legs and | would not be able to aim it. After learning
this | canceled my thoughts of elk hunting.

| have included a couple of pictures of this setup. It consists of a bow and a rail
that were purchased from a crossbow company. Those are mounted inside of a
metal box that contains an electric solenoid which is connected to the trigger.
This all setup sits on top of a tripod head that is attached to a frame mounted on
my wheelchair. | can aim this setup with my chin as I'm looking down the site.
Then by using a pressure sensor switch | can breathe air into a tube to fire it.

I'm sure there are others like myself who have had to jump several hurdles to be
able to enjoy archery again. It makes sense that the state of Montana not be
another hurdle jump.

Thank you for your support on this.

Sincerely,
Owen Orthmann



%*)Mmﬂe‘ (0 mni Hee ///5/1%5%163@‘5

| Z Am cofeo vq Seppoet o
':'7%/5 ﬂ )/5/ a#/ /\/ ﬁ/‘s‘}w&;’ﬂ Zo 575/4//(%@@
VD use A Claste @az@w //(*/w/
Befson,

| WE. it yse/f, Am A /wu/e 57y£3
ﬂﬂi@ A 7;0&57/“ /ASTE c{(’é?/&./ ~oe fma/wmém
Solely. Ao T Must S afe +het T
::ﬂvw A A{(&/\JS@ W‘YIQGK”&’W\S‘ foe e
i&(Me <€ ﬂf?’mi-#\fw‘llr - A ) ‘/jAUe &«c/&? w/a,&
early o Vesrs

e 4(\,%@. Mast MNadeer)
%/F(KW\/ Bols  Are /b"c"‘M(\/ e &uiniledt
//u @-5@0 /\[3/5%4 ves A e :PAQ\/ A>

THe Modeed Crossfoos . DA @}{}zéw,

Bradice 4o Be Acurate ENOugGh Lo
R+ e%f;cwe/\/n The Pea] Melp)







OQ / &dkwﬁ@h IS I8 Noew \H\Q\[
?Fv ace. - ~1he ﬁom@m} AND pmwmj
| ‘ EF- /\(ocbmfj } @@&a
T}]&# >/(occ}aé I xuu\ (2\ “ B -PC\&‘\CC AL
‘T(w CZSM P L
| Im Mo+t AIS‘*A\C’SC@@ ﬂ\\/svlF, Rec
= hdve A Qrother who is |, His eyec
L:‘w‘ Vo0 e (CORYASE Corma ORI Nim T whs
Lopiding his  he ffe AND Lohnt is
Pepresended A Decam  he's Spokew
oF MANY —hi Mes . s B N coidh

&

Cj chter e l\ij At we  NAven | Beew)

%,5 4 AOA@#?ME:,
| L/UMJr “+he (Whoto PPO (4iow

‘ \if)t C{} ()\BJ» YO RA ( ,L\Q (\0 V\{ Béé‘u [ pw e k~







I PRusephe
.;@Oi)fi \B@&’U \)“C’ = \P&Txﬁs:eﬁw&:{ As

:(;QI’B f=i npiese hpue uuﬁﬂ#,-is
:\j\\iwb avd I Dot wavt o 6%14{"@ :
IT Dot moan i+ As A D@m\amwa
QemewK Jowar8c Poocu hunrders ~ KememBep
—I Ann QU E

J«,{DQ, \/Our JuO& nent oW *Hux
imé\H@e" Lonns  Fowaed CompAssiow .
e muel RomernBon AL we Are Al
JL(SW( A DA\[ ALUA\/ IE(/V\ host luc,\ ‘f*"\Q
:Q)C’ //u"t“ 5L,ag,5,~»,,75 Jo—ad Adﬂ/ﬁ\
:w/w,f /< e Stoc 1l o be
Pleo P—Wﬂf//%fﬁ al)  becfeld o
&AJ oy g Husd iy ot FAmily Al

A /WA,//
(@0 R ess >/,5zu, s /@c& . ,{)0@‘ e 7‘“";/&;
H -_,VM e e ((

fﬁ )amm«cf,s

dlE oo













