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RIE: Tribal Support for Commerce Department Budget and in particular the Indian Country
- I:conomic Development (ICED) Grants

Chairman Osmundson and Honorable Committee Members,

The Confederated Salish and Kootenai ‘Tribes (CSKT or Tribes) strongly support the
proposed budget for the State of Montana Commerce Department and. in particular, the funds
allocated to the Indian Country Economic Development Grants commonly known as the “I1CED

funds”.

The ICED grants are a direct investment in Indian County in areas of high poverty and

low wages. Since the 59" Jegislative assembly. the State of Montana has made a priority 10
invest in tribal economic development projects.  All tribal nations have used the funds wisely.
matching tribal dollars with state dollars to create and leverage the greatest impact. even with
limited tribal funds. This collaboration has created a unique partnership between the State and
local tribes. which must be continued. Many of the funded projects have created jobs and

facilitated job retention and workforce development.

The CSKT hope that the ICED grants can be made a permanent part of the reoccurring

Commerce budget. We believe that investing in Indian Country is a wise decision. Thank you.

Sincerely, g

—

. Joe Durglo. Chairman




