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Montana Legislature Long-Range Planning Committee
Cultural & Aesthetic Project Grants Hearing
February 6,2013

Mister Chairman, members of the committee, thank you for listening to me. I’'m Dr. Ruthann
Knudson, Executive Director of the Friends of the Museum of the Plains Indian in Browning.
I am testifying on behalf of grant no. 1746, a request for operational support, which was not
recommended for funding by the Advisory Committee in October. Since there may be funds
available above those recommended for funding by the Committee, we are asking your support
for such funding beyond the already recommended programs.

The Friends are a Native-non-Native public partnership of individual volunteers structured as a
501(c)(3) organization. We have approximately 30 members each year with another 250
Correspondents who prefer to provide financial or operational support rather than actually pay
dues.

Our primary function is to enhance the public values displayed in the federal Museum of the
Plains Indian in Browning—the invaluable artifacts from Northern Plains natives living in that
region before 1950, as well as the artwork of those people since then. The Museum is managed
by the USDI Indian Arts and Crafts Board out of Washington, DC, and we have a letter of
support from the Board—they write on behalf of the Museum.

The Museum includes materials from over 20 tribes, including all federally- or state-recognized
Montana tribes. In fact, 40% of the Museum collections are from the historic past when tribes
were coping with disease, death, and displacement when families and traditions were often
meshed so that the only identification on the artifact is Northern Plains rather than a single tribal
name.

The Friends’ support the Museum’s cultural materials and programs including:

e Remastering of the Museum’s Winds of Change Blu-Ray visitors’ video discussing
changes to Indian life in the area over the last five centuries

e Co-sponsorship of a three-day American Indian Sign Language Conference in Browning
this past 2012 Labor Day weekend, with Blackfeet Community College and a variety of
contributors. Over 300 people were involved, with a lot of learning and sharing and a
wonderful Saturday night buffalo feast with an honor ceremony and featuring Jack and
Mariah Gladstone

e Support of artist openings initiating the quarterly Native artist exhibitions at the Museum,;
e.g. Karen Goulet’s print exhibitions this past Sunday (Feb. 3).

We are a small volunteer organization that relies on donations, membership income, and grants
to maintain a legal and very busy support program. We are starting to plan another, but different,
American Indian Sign Language Conference for summer 2014, with tribal colleges and other
academic institutions in Montana and beyond. We would appreciate it if you would help this
small but active program to continue to service Montana’s multi-cultural communities and
people with a grant of $2000 for the 2014-2015 biennium.



Unired States Departmenc of the Interior

INDIAN ARTS AND CRAFTS BOARD
Wazsaingeon, DO 20240

Jamumuy 29, 2013

Ils. Aelvir Fishibaugt
Trecdtive Diregior

Moartans Adrs Council

PO Box 202291

Helepa, Montana 596202303

Detar Ms,. Fizhbupyrh:

‘The Friends of the Muscum of the Plains odian (FMPT), a SGF(e3) non-prodit, works closcly
with tae indian Arts and Crafis Board's Muscum of the Plains Incdian (MP1), Browmning, Monwnu.
lns particular, the FMPL provides critical assistance in support of the MFY's American Indian arts

and cultural proprama. For exaiuple, the PMPT provided leodiog to upprade dhe MPYs
signature Finely of Chunge slide show inle a well received video tormat. The FMPL also
provides much reeded vnlsutoer suppott - the promation and execelion of the MPI speciad
cxiiibstions. thig includes the gravizion of modas travel honoraria to enabls fealured American
[ndian artists 10 attend and provide arts demonstrations and educational presentations to enhance
the puhlic’s understanding and appreciation of the their crearive work and its inherit connectons
to pas: und cuerent Amencan Indian cubture and economic livelihood,

Tn light. oof the important work FRAPT perfiemy sm hehalf of the MP1 and the Plains region, the
LACE supports the FMPI3 applization for the Mantana Arts Council's 2014-2G1% Cultuzal Toust
Graant, [t is our understanding that, if pranted. this would cnable Fi Pl to continge to provide
this much needed assistance for the promotion of Amesican Indian cocative wotk.

Please cimeact me i you need ary additiona’ informarion in suppert of this epplicator. T cun le
reached by an 2021 208-3773 or hy smail st Moridith Stanwowedingadin gov.
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More than 300 participate in
AISL Conference in Browning

By RUTHANNE KNUDSON
For the Glaclar Reporter

The Armerican Indian Swen angasge Clonfer
ence wils ils own historic wvens in Boowning,
Ang. 31 - Sept. 2. Te addition 1o dncumenting
modern vse of the language . the conterence was
& enmmernoration af the 1350 Plains Tedian Sign
Lapgupge Corlersney alsp dwid in Browning,
Theseondanzs of many of the | 530 signers and oc-
isnizers paniicipidiog i e 2002 evem were io
sttendance, includiag descgndants of Bird Rat-
i, B0 Clarrpbat |, Finabish Soman, Lite Mlune,
Mounraia  Chict, Rieﬁatdi $micwi11c and
Strunge Ot

At Irast 290 peoyple pmmp&tcd in the vonter-
encc bepween Friday pighe and Sunday. The
tneeiing wis held w1 Blackdes: Community Col-
bargr o Beiclay and Sunday, ane a8 the Museun of
the Pluins Iodisn an Swardiy. There were al leist
a dnzen Tndian sigeees 8t the ovent, including
Mbarein Wealherwiix, Benny O, Bl Spolied
Cagle, Patricia Welch and Winslow Evans from
the Ammaapt Tikort Mation. The mecting wis
hosted 9y D Jetirey Puvis from the University
af Tennesses and the Friznds of the Musewn of
the Plsns indiun,

Prescntations during the confercnce incloded
mivrreien  from Saves Mowmbein hiel
Ssndarville shour his  encestor  Richord
Sandervilles imvolvemenr uy the planning and
opendion of the 1930 Conferenve. Thiy is un im-
portant scklition W b biskotie st af il
evert, Dacrell Roles Kipp {Amekapi Prkun)
gwaderared the. Fraday m;hvwxmun ek -

crvded nweloonm hyﬁiwmw(; gmenimity Uol-

lege Puesident D Biliis Jo Kipp. Ear Old
Harsom i ferel o pm'f-&? L |iﬁﬁv¢y rn:'tming. TV
companicd By a peaver song by Carric Bear
Chiel Fvans CAmskipi ko thad was sipnsd
oy Winslow Evuns. Richand Momison { Teetse-
ACArANCAC) REVC A0 Gpeaing prayer on Sonday
oz, o vhe aoeeting woy closed Sonskiay by
Tonuny Rockoads (Tse tachestaboss ).

Om Sahmday afternoon Dr, Lanoy Rend Bird
Apsaglocke) pm.tnmd information ar the Muo-
secre of thee Flains Tndsn aboat sign languzge

teschimg fevhmgues. Lowise Ciebed snd 2 ouico-
ber of velanteers peovided childoen’s activites
relulgd o sipning an the musem grounds Sater
duy aftermoon, This pobvity was assisted by Des
Anea Brady-Leader and her helpers sunmng va
diticnal Natve games thens.

Satutday might, Sept. |, atadinnngl feesd was
held o fwawer ihe conterence and the 19340 cun-
ferees af tc Blackfeet Narioa Tradirions! Garnes
Stick Gipoe Boildiog. Mury Ellea 2500 Mus-
tache aixd Anthsany Nuw Brewit provideZa dizac
ol buﬂa.u, APYIEGIEITY SO, L s LT, |n
bread a4d peunock bread, spice cake; dud
teonn. CiRls Engle Ll Vemaers (B, !‘n
Lanav Rt Bird fApssglockss. Dacred: Naroman
H,melra.p- Mkueid, Leo Pard (Tuikani), aed Wi
s Wesss {Nimuapu horthern Priule) enoncy
the confeggnee Wil & pepe corzmnns befos: i
meel, and the Blickloot Confederucy drum
group fodowed e cerermony. Dosecnadants of
the 1930 Cunlerepie recogniced thair aporsiors
with comiacors during the mcal. The evening
wats copped by a perlomunce by Iack Gladsone,
accomtpanicd oy his duaghrer Muoriah Sladstoac
whi s gnad er Father's sungs.

Gordon Monros helped maks plaster muold: of
the feet of mast of the organirecs. desocmdants
Al sapners, amd the Priends hope o athl these
impressions o the 1930 Sign Language Confor-
ence Metuiad focited in froat of e Miscim
ﬂf!h» P]ama Indian.

f'kg \.uuizsmmf bk prendes ﬁum g

least 20 tribes W the L. 5. and Conada 2ng doc-
izl oasge of dislectival difavmoas anmag

e gxpen snd Aovice sigress Al aho cons!

wibrtad m!hu eonferencas, including the Nav
siomel | Sufemes - Fowrdation’s Lingtimizersil:
Language aeosant, arc appreciared. A groas va-
sighy al lowal 2ud resanmal dumess corlribatd
funds to the conference, including the OF and
Wi Bdwaids Foundanon, Fist [pleistane Bank
andd Foundation, Glacier County Regiumd Fort
Aathenits, Hudisgton Bt Santa B Rail-
roitd, Drowning Arca Chumber of Commerce,
Hunwan'tics Montarn, Montann Acts Connil,
Cileoer Peaks Casion and miaay others.
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Annual membership fee $25
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The Museum presents traditional and

DONATIONS WELCOMED

i

contemporary Northern Plains Indian
art and culture
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Friends of the Museum of the Plains Indian
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406.216.2676
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MISSION

The Friends of the Museum of the
Plains Indian was formed in 2004
to support and preserve Plains
Indian culture and heritage
through the arts. We support
individual artists and craftspeople
by providing support for

sales and promotion of their

art work. We seek to

educate the public about

Plains Indian traditional and
contemporary art work. The
Friends group was also

formed because of our

concern and consideration

for the Museum of the Plains
Indian, and the Friends help keep
the Museum providing service to

the public.

ACTIVITIES

EXHIBITS

We assist the Museum with art shows and

openings.

EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS

We continue to develop partnerships and
relationships with kindergarten—12" grade
schools, community colleges, and other

institutions of higher learning and heritage

centers.

PROJECTS

Winds of Change film for the Museum
Audiovisual equipment for the Museum
Artist honoraria

Museum traditional games workshop
The Museum in 2025 conference
Museum Congressional funding support

@Fﬁ RUNNING WOLF

FRIENDS’ GRANT SUPPORT

The Friends appreciates support for its
programs from organizations such as the
Montana Arts Council, Humanities Montana,
Glacier Park Inc., and the C. M. Russell
Museum and many individuals over the

years. Thanks!




geh-
.?OL?

. FRIENDS of the
MUSEGH pfithe ELBMHRP‘L’Z

p.0. Box oY Browning MIT STITT-095
3021 4th Ave. S., Great Falls, MT 59405-3329
Ph. 406.216.2676 —cell 406.217.4535
FAX 406.216.2680
fmpi@optimum.net Exec. Dir.
www.fmplainsindian.org




