House of Representatives
Judiciary Committee

Hon. Krayton Kerns

63" Montana State Legislature
Capitol Building

Helena, Montana

January 31, 2013

RE: House Bill 285 “Establish the Unattended Child in Motor Vehicle Act”
Chairman Kerns and Commuittee Members:

Hello, my name is Shane Morigeau. I am a member of the Confederated Salish and
Kootenai Tribes (CSKT) and I am here today on behalf of The Confederated Salish and Kootenai
Tribes to support the passage of House Bill 285, a bill that protects Montana’s children by
making it illegal to leave a child unattended in a vehicle. Many of the committee members don’t
know this, but the CSKT adopts the MT traffic laws, Title 61 of the Montana Code, into our
Tribal Code as law. Laws that are adopted by this legislature into Title 61 directly impact the
CSKT.

Every year since at least 2005 over 200 children nationwide die as a result of nontraffic
incidents, including backovers, rollovers, and heat.! Last August, a three year-oldfrom Hardin
died of heat stroke after his foster mother left him unattended in a car on a day where the outside
temperature reached 93 degrees.” According to investigators, the child tried to escape the car but
the windows were rolled up, and the child locks were activated.’

House Bill 285 aims to prevent another such tragedy from occurring by imposing civil
penalties for leaving a child unattended in a car. There are currently 19 other states that have
similar unattended child laws, including California, Washington, Utah, and Nevada." Montana
should join the trend towards increasing protections for society’s youngest and most vulnerable
members by passing House Bill 285.

A law to deter dangerous conduct is only effective if individuals are aware that the law
exists. That is why the Tribes further support the provision in HB 285 for education on the
dangers of leaving a child unattended in a motor vehicle. Education is power; and, in this case, it
could mean the life of a child. Accordingly, the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes
support House Bill 285 and strongly encourage this Committee to pass this bill to the House
floor.

Thank you.
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