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Rule Title: STEPS IN DETERMINING THE PRODUCTIVITY OF AGRICULTURAL LAND

Department: REVENUE
Chapter: REAL PROPERTY
Subchapter: Agricultural Land Add to Favorites

Latest version of the adopted rule presented in Administrative Rules of Montana (ARM):

Printer Friendly Version
42.20.604 STEPS IN DETERMINING THE PRODUCTIVITY OF AGRICULTURAL LAND
(1) Productivity is determined using the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) soil
surveys. The productivity determination is specific to the agricultural land use classification under
average management practices.
(2) Productivity is adjusted to reflect, as near as possible, average management practices for
an area using the following procedures:

(a) for lands whose productivity is based on bushels of spring wheat per acre, the soil
survey productivity is adjusted to reflect the 12-year countywide average spring wheat production
as reported by Montana Agricultural Statistical Services;

(b) for irrigated lands, the soil survey productivity for tons of irrigated alfalfa hay per acre is
adjusted on a county-by-county basis to reflect producer responses received during the 2008-
2009 map mailing process and information obtained from irrigation districts. Since the soil survey
productivity is based on a full application of water, the adjustment is made based on the amount
of water the producer is actually able to apply on a regular basis; and

(c) for grazing land, the midpoint of production for the amount of air-dry herbage grown
between "unfavorable" precipitation years and "normal" precipitation years is used to determine
the land's productivity.

History: 15-7-111, MCA; IMP, 15-7-201, 15-7-202, MCA; NEW, 2010 MAR p. 549, Eff.
2/26/10.
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For questions regarding the content, interpretation, or application of a specific rule, please contact the agency that issued the rule. A
directory of state agencies is available online at http://www.mt.qov/govt/agencylisting.asp.

For questions about the organization of the ARM or this web site, contact sosarm@mt.gov.
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