COLE SCHNEIDER, the owner of the new Kalispell Brewing Company, says he wants to keep the building on Main Street
as close to its original shape as possible. (Patrick Cote photos/Daily Inter Lake)

By TOM LOTSHAW
The Daily Inter Lake

) rewing good beer takes
time. So does building a
) brewery. And right now,
the Kalispell Brewing
Company is still fer-
menting.

But all the needed ingredi-
ents are in place for Montana’s
biggest city without a brewery
to finally get one.

“Right now this is pretty
much my project full-time,”
said Cole Schneider, a home
brewer for 10 years. “I love
beer, I love making beer. And
for a long time I've wanted to
doitona scale blgger than five gallons
at a time.”

Schneider and his w1fe, Maggie
Doherty, are working to open Kalispell
Brewing Company in a 9,000-square-foot
building at the corner of Fourth and
Main streets.

The two-story building dates back to
1937 and once housed a Cadillac dealer-
ship. Demolition work going on inside
and word of a new brewery in the
works has drawn significant commu-

lain Street bmwew pushes to open

BREWING TANKS sit near the front windows of what
will soon be the Kalispell Brewing Company.

nity interest.

“People are getting excited,” Doherty
said. “We get calls and emails and
everyone wants to know the opening
date.”

That’s still a few months off at least.
Even after the interior demolition and
remodeling work is done, it will take
six to eight weeks to brew the first
round of beer to sell. Ideally, every-
thing would be ready to go by late
spring or early summer.

The project has posed a few chal-

lenges for Schneider and Doherty,
who live in Whitefish and are
both skiers on the United States
Telemark Ski Association Nation-
al Team.

Parts of the old building did not
meet code and needed new struc-
tural steel beams put in. Other
parts needed asbestos taken out.
And a crew of masons has been
working full-time for a month and
a half to repair interior walls. °

A half-dozen barrels for the
300-gallon brewery unexpect-
edly showed up for delivery on
New Year’s Eve. That evening a

trucker called Schneider to say
he was in Kalispell and waiting
for someone to unload his 54-foot
trailer.

“The construction crew was off and
we didn’t have a forklift so we had to
scramble to find somebody to unload
it,” Schneider said. “I'm sure we’ll have
a few more moments like that.”

But the brewery is shaping up to be
a great adventure for the couple, mar-
ried last September in Glacier National
Park.

Schneider and Doherty met a few
years ago on Big Mountain when they

See BREWERY on Page A8
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