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Page 1 of 1

Mr. President:

We, your committee on Education and Cultural Resources recommend thatSenate Bill 2 (first

reading copy -- white) do pass as amended.

Senator Jim Peterson, Chair

And, that such amendments read:

1. Title, page 1, line 7.
Following: "2010" on line 7
Insert: "AND REQUIRING EACH REPORT ON A BIENNIAL BASIS"

2. Page 2, line 20.

Following: line 19

Insert: "(3) On or before September 15 of even-numbered years,
the office of public instruction shall report to the
governor and the legislature on the change in status of

standardized test scores, graduation rates, and drop-out
rates of at-risk students.”

3. Page 3, line 4.

Following: line 3

Insert: " (4) On or before September 15 of even-numbered years,
the office of public instruction shall report to the
governor and the legislature on the change in status of
standardized test scores, graduation rates, and drop-out
rates of American Indian students."

- END -

Committee Vote:
Yes 10, No 0
Fiscal Note Required __
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Please leave prepared testimony with Secretary. Witness Statement forms are available if you care
to submit written testimony.
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Whiting, Elizabeth

From: Leila Farnum <leila@bresnan.net>
Sent: Wednesday, January 23, 2013 12:26 PM
To: Whiting, Elizabeth

Subject: Education Committee hearing

Please share the following with the Education and Cultural Resources Committee members today, Jan. 23, when they
are considering SB 13 and SB 14. Thank you so much for your assistance. Leila Farnum

Senate Bill 13 would raise the legal dropout age from "age 16" to "age 18 or upon graduation." The bill also provides
flexibility by not just focusing on a high school diploma, but also allowing students to pursue their GED or to attend Job
Corps or Youth Challenge. By making this change, it is estimated that nearly 250 students will be prevented from
dropping out of school each year.

Senate Bill 14, would provide schools with funding to educate students over 18 year old. You may not know that our
schools currently receive no state funding for educating 19-year-olds. According to the Education Commission of the
States, Montana is the only state in the country that provides no funding for students older than 18 years of age. This
bill is very important because after a student’s 19th birthday they are encouraged to obtain a GED or other equivalent
because districts cannot count them for State funding purposes.

This penalizes students who miss school because of a serious illness and students who might need to be retained a
grade for maturation purposes.

Please pass these two bills so that our Montana students will have a better education.




Testimony in Support of SB 14 |
January 23, 2013

Linda Gryczan

Montana Women'’s Lobby

American Association of University Women
Business and Professional Women

We

Support SB 14 because educating Montana’s 19 year olds
makes sense.

Eva’s story.

Fortunately Eva lives in Washington where 19 year olds can
stay in high school.

We should do the same.




