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PARK COUNTY 9& O\A)\ A
414 E. Callender, Livingston, MT 59C
www.parkcounty.org e En @ ch
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Senate Fish and Game Committee
Room 303

Chair and Members of the Committee

The Park County Commission supports the part of this legislation that allows citizens to protect their
property from diseased wild buffalo. The Commission feels strongly that FWP and DOL went beyond
their authority and interpretation of Adaptive Management of Buffalo using the authority or presumed
authority of the Interagency Bison Management Plan that basically allows buffalo to roam freely
throughout Southern Park County. We also feel that the State of Montana did not adequately provide
relief to those citizens requesting help in removal or hazing of these animals. Sometimes 48 hours
would elapse before a response was initiated. Other times the response was less than two hours. Either
the state needs to step up with additional personrel or citizens need the ability to protect their property
without fear of prosecution.

The Commission does need to remind the committee that the sentence that refers to the entry of
diseased bison entering the border of Montana. The bison lawsuit settlement from the Racicot
Administration allows buffalo in the Eagle Creek area near Gardiner and within the state boundary near
west Yellowstone. In addition, the town of Gardiner has had buffalo for many years and part of the
economy certainly depends on the fact that Gardiner is the wildlife capital of the world. The state has
also encouraged the allowance of buffalo on state and federal lands in the Gardiner Basin. In addition,
the state has cooperated in the leasing of property in the Gardiner Basin. | would suggest a re-wording
of that portion of the legislation.

Thank you . =
> @Lﬁ.
artyMZone

Park County Cernmisioner




Mark Savinski

1644 Wicks Lane
Billings, MT 59105-4470
(406) 252-223

Phone message to Fish & Game secretary, January 30, 2013, 5:21 p.m.

‘I am adamantly opposed to SB 143.”




Phone message to Fish & Game secretary, January 31, 2013, 4:58 a.m.

“Hi, I'm calling to state that I'm opposing Bill SB 143. | think it's ridiculous.
What on earth are you people thinking of? | cannot believe somebody is

actually trying to do this. It's absolutely insane. Are you trying to kill off all
of our wildlife? Shame on you.”
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BUFFALOQ FIELD CAMPAIGN
P.O. BOX 957
WEST YELLOWSTONE, MONTANA 59758
(406) 646-0070 PHONE (406) 646-0071 FAX
http://www.buffalofieldCampaign.org
buffalo@wildrockies.org

January 31, 2013

Chairman John Brenden and members of the Senate Fish and Game
Committee, Montana Senate

PO Box 200500

Helena, MT 59620-0500

Mr. Chairman and members of the Senate Fish and Game committee,

On behalf of Buffalo Field Campaign [ am submitting testimony on SB
143. Mr. Chairman, I would also request that my testimony be shared
with committee members and entered into the hearing record. Thank
you.

Buffalo Field Campaign is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) whose mission is to stop
the slaughter of Yellowstone's wild buffalo herd, protect the natural
habitat of wild free-roaming buffalo and native wildlife, and to work with
people of all Nations to honor the sacredness of the wild buffalo.

Buffalo Field Campaign is located in West Yellowstone, Gallatin County,
Montana, and is supported by volunteers and citizens in Montana and by
people from around the world who value America's native wildlife and
the ecosystems upon which they depend, and enjoy the natural wonders
of our irreplaceable public lands.

As an organization and on behalf of our members, Buffalo Field Campaign
is concerned and actively involved with protecting the last remaining
descendants of indigenous buffalo in North America to occupy their
original range, and securing long-term protection for viable populations
of wild buffalo and year-round habitat.




Buffalo Field Campaign is adamantly opposed to SB 143, for many
reasons.

SB 143 seeks to use the full police powers of the state to destroy all
migratory buffalo with taxpayer money.

The last few buffalo remaining as wildlife need conservation and habitat
and not their destruction as SB 143 would enshrine as law.

In Montana, bison'’s status is S2: "At risk because of very limited and/or
potentially declining population numbers, range and/or habitat, making
it vulnerable to global extinction or extirpation in the state. Montana Fish,
Wildlife, and Parks also designated bison a Tier I species: “Greatest
conservation need. Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks has a clear obligation
to use its resources to implement conservation actions that provide
direct benefit to these species, communities, and focus areas.” (Adams
and Dood, Montana FWP 2011)

While there has never been a documented case of brucellosis
transmission from migratory buffalo to cattle, SB 143 makes it
mandatory for the Dept. of Livestock to "immediately" destroy all buffalo
migrating into Montana by firearms, and or subject them to hazing,
capture, quarantine, and transport to slaughterhouses.

A Fiscal Note for SB 143 has determined that this great destruction of our
wild buffalo will cost over $500,000 for Montana taxpayers and hunters
in just a few years.

SB 143 establishes a 3-tags per person buffalo hunt "statewide and at any
time of the year" and repeals the prohibition on state officials directing
hunters to the "actual physical locations" of buffalo to be killed.

A ‘hunt’ should not be an extermination program, and hunters should not
be manipulated by Montana into being its executioners as SB 143
attempts to do.

SB 143 also kills Montana's statewide bison reintroduction plan (MCA
87-1-216) by prohibiting any bison from being translocated except to the
National Bison Range in Moiese.

In poll after poll, the majority of Montanan’s have made it clear that we




favor restoration of wild bison including 70% of 400 registered voters
polled by Moore Information in 2011.

Montana’s wild lands, wildlife including wild bison, recreation and open
spaces are cherished by Montanans and draw millions of people who
annually sustain a multi-billion dollar economy. Why would the Montana
Legislature attack and destroy our wildlife heritage that makes living in
Montana possible and desirable?

In May 2012, the Montana-Wyoming Tribal Leaders Council urged the
state of Montana to protect the buffalo in Yellowstone, to cease harassing
the wild species on their calving grounds, and to recognize Treaty
Obligations to American Indian Tribes to protect viable populations of
migratory buffalo in their native habitat.

We encourage the committee to heed the call of the majority of
Montanans and the Tribal Leaders to respect our buffalo.

We believe it is long over due for Montana to respect and live up to its
trustee responsibilities for our buffalo, a valued native species. The
Montana Legislature can and must learn to co-exist with this indigenous
wildlife species as people have done in Gardiner Basin, Hebgen Basin and
elsewhere.

SB 143 is not amendable. Thank you for taking action to protect
migratory buffalo as a valued wildlife species by voting to defeat SB 143.

Daniel Brister, MS

Executive Director

Buffalo Field Campaign

PO Box 957

West Yellowstone MT 59758
phone: (406) 646-0070

fax: (406) 646-0071

email: bfc@wildrockies.org




WILD BUFFALO, PUBLIC LANDS, MATTER TO MONTANA

Seventy percent of Montanans favor restoration of wild bison in Montana
according to a February 2011 poll by Moore Information.

Three in four Americans polled in 2008 believe that the wild American bison

is an “extremely important living symbol of the American West.” (Science Daily
2008)

A cost-benefit study from acquiring winter range for bison outside
Yellowstone National Park found “conservatively calculated” net “measurable
benefits” of $4.43 million. (Yellowstone National Park 2000)

“... between 1969 and 1989, more than 96% of all new jobs in the Greater
Yellowstone Area came from sectors other than timber, mining, and
agriculture.” (Yellowstone National Park 2000)

According to the Montana Office of Tourism, “Tourism is one of Montana’s
leading and fastest growing industries.”

e 10 million people traveled to Montana in 2008 and spent $3 billion
supporting $897 million dollars in worker salaries.

e Tourism and recreation businesses account for 42,200 Montana jobs.

Over 3,640,000 people visited Yellowstone National Park in 2010.
(Yellowstone National Park 2011)

Over 2 million people visited Glacier National Park in 2009. (Thackeray 2010)

According to a study by the Bureau of Business and Economic Research
(2010), a record 2 million people visited Montana state parks in 2010 with
nonresidents spending over $122 million dollars that produced 1,600 jobs in
Montana.

“The fundamental conclusion of this study is that Montana State Parks represent
an invaluable resource for the economy of Montana’s regions, as well as the
state as a whole.”

Over 755,000 people engaged in Wildlife-Watching in Montana in 2006 -
generating $375 million dollars in retail sales, creating 9,772 jobs, and
bringing in nearly $100 million dollars in revenues. (Leonard USFWS 2008)




Hunter and angler expenditures in Montana topped half a billion dollars in
2008: fishing $239,917,978 and hunting $292,367,289. (Brooks and King MT
FWP 2009)
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Confederated Tribes of rhe

Umatilla Indian Reservation 46411 Timine Way « Pendleton, OR 97801

(541) 429-7030 - fax (541) 276-3095

Board of Trustees & General Council info@ctuir.org « www.umatilla.nsn.us

January 31, 2013

The Honorable John Brenden, Chairman
Montana Senate Fish and Game Committee
P.0. Box 200500

Helena, Montana 59620

Submitted via email to mkulawik@mt.gov
Re:  CTUIR Opposition to Senate Bill 143
Dear Chairman Brenden and Members of the Committee:

As the Chairman of the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation (CTUIR), | am
providing this testimony to voice the CTUIR’s opposition to Senate Bill 143. The CTUIR is a
federally-recognized Indian tribe located in northeast Oregon, which signed an 1855 Treaty
with the United States (12 Stat. 945) that reserved hunting rights extending beyond our
reservation boundaries, including to unclaimed lands in Montana. It is my hope that this
testimony will help the Committee understand the far-reaching impact of SB 143. CTUIR
members historically traveled from their aboriginal homeland in Oregon and Washington to
hunt bison in what is now western Montana. It is important for you to know that our
traditional foods are very important to us and retaining access to them was central to our
decision to sign the 1855 Treaty.

The CTUIR recently reestablished its bison hunting tradition, in close coordination with the
Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks and the other tribes that possess treaty-
reserved rights to hunt bison in the Yellowstone area. The continued exercise of this treaty-
reserved right is of incalculable significance to the CTUIR. As co-managers of this valuable
resource we have taken a number of steps to assure that our harvest is monitored and
enforced and we are very supportive of protecting, enhancing and restoring bison habitat.

Because wild bison have been almost entirely eliminated from the landscape in the United
States, the ability of CTUIR members to exercise the treaty-reserved right to hunt bison is
severely limited. We both know one of the last remaining wild bison herds in the United States
is based in Yellowstone National Park. Hunting is prohibited within the boundaries of the Park,
which has the effect of limiting treaty harvest to adjacent public lands when bison make their
traditional migration to lower elevation winter ranges. As such, the CTUIR has strongly
advocated for expanding the area where wild bison are tolerated, to increase the opportunity
for its members to exercise their rights. SB 143 would virtually eliminate the availability of bison
on public lands outside the National Park, thus curtailing the CTUIR’s opportunity to exercise
our treaty-reserved rights.

Treaty June 9, 1855 ~ Cayuse, Umatilla and Walla Walla Tribes




Page 1of2
CTUIR Letter to MT Senate Fish & Game Committee re: SB 143
January 31, 2013

While the CTUIR recognizes that many Montana residents are concerned that free-roaming
bison may pose a risk to the livestock industry among other perceived harms, we believe that
Montana’s current bison management laws provide Montana with the necessary tools to
minimize and respond to these risks. The risks posed by free ranging bison, when viewed
alongside the statutory scheme currently in place for mitigating them, are far outweighed by
the benefits of returning this important animal to the landscape.

In closing, on behalf of the CTUIR, | respectfully urge this Committee not to support the passage
of SB 143. If you have any questions regarding our position on this bill, please do not hesitate
to contact Joe Pitt, CTUIR Attorney, at 541-429-7400.

Sincerely,

Les V] wﬂum\

Les Minthorn
Chairman, Board of Trustees

Treaty June 9, 1855 ~ Cayuse, Umatilla and Walla Walla Tribes




THE CONFEDERATED SALISH AND KOOTENAI TRIBES

OF THE FLATHEAD NATION
P.O. BOX 278
Pablo, Montana 59855
(406) 275-2700
FAX (406) 275-2806
www.cskt.org

FLATHEAD

SALISH

A People of Vision

A Confederation of the Salish, TRIBAL COUNCIL MEMBERS:
Pend d’ Oreilles Joe Durglo - Chairman
and Kootenai Tribes Carole Lankford - Vice Chair

Reuben A. Mathias - Secretary
Ron Trahan - Treasurer
Leonard W. Gray
Lloyd D. Irvine
January 31, 2013 Steve Lozar
Jim Malatare
James Bing Matt
Terry Pitts

Montana State Senate

Fish and Game Committee
Hon. John Brenden, Chairman
63" Montana State Legislature
Capital Building

Helena, Montana

RE:  Senate Bill No. 143 “An Act Revising Bison Management Laws, etc.”
Chairman Brenden and Committee Members:

The Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes (CSKT or Tribes) strongly oppose the passage of SB
143, a bill that would significantly alter the status and management of Yellowstone Bison in
Montana. Passage of SB 143 would virtually remove the wild bison from their migratory
homelands in Montana and would end a multi-government effort to return wild bison to their
rightful place in the Montana ecosystem.

It is an understatement to say that bison, or buffalo, have played a profound role in our history,
as they have for all Montana tribes. The buffalo remains a key component of our culture today,
and preserves a connection to tribal traditions that date back for uncounted generations.

Our interest in this bill stems from the CSKT’s unique status. When we signed the Hellgate
Treaty in 1855 (12 Stat. 975) the Tribes reserved the right to hunt and fish in usual and
accustomed places in our aboriginal territory — a right that includes hunting buffalo in the
Greater Yellowstone Area. Our tribal members have a long history of hunting buffalo, and we
continue to rely on their meat, hides, and other parts to sustain us physically and spiritually.
Passage of SB 143 would significantly hinder our ability to keep the buffalo as part of our diet
and culture, and destroy our hope of seeing the last remaining wild buffalo herd play a role in
the lives of CSKT tribal members for generations yet to come.




The CSKT oppose this bill as an overreaction to the perceived threat that wild bison pose in
Montana. Essentially, SB 143 would implement a zero tolerance policy for wild bison in
Montana, requiring that the Department of Livestock immediately slaughter, haze, or otherwise
remove all bison that migrate into Montana from Yellowstone National Park. Further, SB 143
authorizes individual landowners to indiscriminately dispatch bison that enter their property,
and replaces the current fair-chase hunt regulations with a year-round shoot-on-sight license.
The passage of SB 143 would also ban the translocation of disease-free Yellowstone bison to
other Montana landscapes, including tribal lands on Montana Indian Reservations. As
proposed, SB 143 is a harsh remedy for a problem that is currently being managed. Bison and
cattle can, and do, coexist in Montana under current laws and regulations. Implementing the
overbroad measures of SB 143 would most certainly create an adversarial atmosphere between
the Tribes and the State of Montana.

Should SB 143 be enacted into law, it would end the intergovernmental partnership that has
developed between the Tribes and the State, and would very likely result in lengthy and
expensive litigation over the future of bison in Montana. We value the relationship that has
been forged between the treaty-hunt tribes and the State of Montana. Our bison management
goals have been based on a mutual commitment to a biologically sustainable hunt and a desire
to see bison respected as a valued game species. We participate in yearly tribal-state
intergovernmental hunt management meetings focused on coordinating bison harvest, hunter
safety, regulatory enforcement, and the long term viability of the herd. The CSKT is also a full
partner in the Intergovernmental Bison Management Plan (IBMP). While acknowledging its
limitations, the Tribes submit that the IBMP has been successful in fulfilling its twin goals of
increased bison tolerance in Montana and maintenance of the state’s brucellosis-free status.
Undoubtedly bison management is a complex issue, but it is important to note that there has
never been a documented bison-to-cattle transmission of brucellosis while the IBMP has been
in place. Moreover, as long as the elk population of the Greater Yellowstone Area carries the
disease, brucellosis will remain in that environment. With the recent modifications to federal
regulation, the threat of Montana losing its brucellosis-free status has been greatly reduced.

The Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes are prepared to continue our treaty hunt, as well
as our good working relationship with the State of Montana, and hope to continue co-managing
this public resource for the good of both tribal and state citizens. The Tribes respectfully urge
this committee to vote NO on Senate Bill 143.

Sincerely,

Aot PITR

Joe Durglo, Chairman
Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribal Council




