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Dear Phyllis:

I am glad to respond to your inquiry about a Proposed
Article v Constitutional Convention. I have been asked questions

. I have also repeatedly given my opinion that there is no
effective way to limit or muzzle‘the'actionsﬂofva*cbnéﬁitutional
Convention. The Convention could make its ‘own rules and set its
own agenda. ' Congress might try to limit the Convention to one
amendment or to one issue, but there is no way to assure that the
Convention would obey. After a Convention is convened, it will

With George Washington as chairman, they were able to
deliberate in total secrecy, with no press Coverage and no leaks.
A Constitutional Convention today would be a free-for-all for
special interest groups, television Coverage, and press

speculation.

Our 1787 Constitution was referred to by .several of its ,
authors as a "miracle. " Whatever gain might be hoped for from a
hew Constitutional Convention could not be worth the risks
involved. A new Convention could plunge our Nation into

requesting a Convention. In these Bicentennial Years, we should
be celebrating its long life, not challenging its very existence.

Whatever may need repair on
specific amendments.

Corfially,

s

Mrs. Phyllis Schlafly
68 Fairmount
Alton, IL 62002



