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SB 234 - Provisional permits for gravel pits
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Clifford Gordon Morris

1375 Beaverhead Drive (406) 422 5381 - - Home
Helena, Montana, 59601 (406) 439 5209 - - Mobile

February 7, 2013

To: Senator Hamlett SD 10
Re: Senate Bill 229

From: C. Gordon Morris, Ph.D.

I supported SB 229 specifically for the Montana Association of County Road
Supervisors, (County Public Works Directors) and in support of the Montana
Association of Counties.

The primary reason for supporting the bill was seen as affording counties the
opportunity to access the 50,000 cubic yards of gravel absent of the need for a
Department permit. I would point out that in the 2011 session we, the Road Supervisors,
and MACo supported legislation that authorized 2.5 cents per cubic yard for each
permitted operation. This was agreed to and done from a county perspective to enable the
Department to hire additional staff and expedite the review and permitting process.

I can tell you that there is county frustration with the inability to get permits in a
timely fashion and it has/was suggested that this was a deliberate strategy of the
administration. At the MACo annual meeting in September, I heard the stories, from
County Public Works Directors, as to how the permits were not being expedited and
counties found it virtually impossible to get a permit approved.

This can be borne out by understanding that a resolution was passed by the
Association that would seek legislation to restore the exemption from the fees imposed in
M.C.A. 82-4-437. The resolution clearly stated that this was due to the fact that "counties
continue to experience long delays in obtaining DEQ approval of open cut applications."

SB 229, was viewed as an opportunity to provide counties with an alternative
resolution of the perceived difficulty described above. Perhaps an amendment limiting
the 50,000 cubic yard increase to counties would be an attractive alternative from the
perspective of the opponents. I would close by pointing out that regardless of the yardage
"sand and gravel opencut operations must meet applicable local zoning regulations
adopted under Title 76, chapter 2." I hope this clarifies the need for such legislation and
explains my appearing as a proponent.

cc: Senator Kaufmann, SD 41
Natural Resource Committee Members




