Ed McGivern

Lewistown Montana
Fast and Fancy Revolver
Shooting

World Record Holder

Ed McGivern, Lewistown Mt.
With a pair of S & W Revolvers.




Edward ('Ed') McGivern (October 20, 1874 - December 12, 1957) from Lewistown,
Montana, was a famous exhibition shooter, shooting instructor and author of the
book Fast and Fancy Revolver Shooting. McGivern also performed extensive research
into the art of handgun shooting, particularly with the double action revolver.

Exiibition shoeting

Ed McGivern is renowned as one of the best handgunners that ever lived.

His Guinness world record for "The greatest rapid-fire feat" (set on August 20, 1932 at
the Lead Club Range, South Dakota still stands. He emptied two revolvers in less than
2 seconds. His accomplishments include "firing two times from 15 feet, five shots which
could be covered by a silver half-dollar piece in 45/100 of a second". His shooting was
so immense, timing machines would malfunction in attempting to record his shooting
speed. '

Mr. McGivern was capable of many amazing shooting feats, most of them well
documented in his book. To name just a few:

He could break six simultaneously hand thrown clay pigeons targets in the
air before they hit the ground.

He could hit a tin can hand thrown 20 ft. in the air, six times before it hit the ground.
He could drive a tack or nail into wood by shooting it.

He could shoot the spots out of playing cards, or even split a playing card edge on.
He could shoot a dime on the fly.

He could shoot a revolver like a machine gun.

He is known as the King of Pistols.

All of these executed with either hand using a factory Smith & Wesson M&P double
action revolver (puportedly his favorite handgun).

Competition shooter Jerry Miculek has attempted, and broken, some of McGivern's
long standing records, such as the record for 60 shots fired from 10 revolvers.
Although Miculek holds a number of records, his attempt to beat McGivern's 5 shot
record resulted in a time of .57 seconds. Testament to McGivern's ability was the fact
that the 5 shot record was set in 1932, when McGivern was 57 years of age. Soon
after that point, arthritis ended McGivern's competitive shooting career.
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Long range shooting

McGivern, along with his friend Elmer Keith, were instrumental in pushing the
envelope in the early days of magnum revolvers. While Keith was primarily interested
in hunting, McGivern was more interested in police use of the revolver. McGivern
demonstrated that with proper sights and use, the .357 Magnum could be used on
man-sized targets at ranges of up to 600 yards. McGivern experimented with different
types of iron sights, including peep sights, and telescopic sights. His preferred type of

iron sight for this use was a small diameter rear aperture and a post with a gold bead
for the front.

Photo taken at Lewistown Police Station
on September 13 1932 after the shooting of the targets
with two guns at the same time (10 shots in 1 2/5 seconds)

o V .
N /[ 10 Shots 2 Gugs (¥ sec

See Targets Next Page




 shooting done by K KoOivern, rith o
double sotion revolvers, timed wi
vept. 13, 1032, n-wq T

Lewistown, Memt. Sept. 14, 1932.

We, the undersigned officers of Company x; 163rd Infantry, wers in
charge of the program of shooting put on by Ed HcGivern at our new ammory
hesdquarters, Nb. 525 Main street, on the evening of Bept. 13, 1932. We
operated the electric timer nttmhad:gnd connested up with, his revolvers, '
with which he did the shooting shown on the six tergets, witnessed and :
signed by us, and others, on that occasion. The results so outlined, signed '
and witnessed, are gemine, and the time is correct. The shooting was done
with standard Smith & Wesson double action target revolvers, No. 286600
of 38 caliber, and No, 640792 of 38 caliber, both having 6 inch barrels.

The 45 caliber smith & Wesson standard double sction target z-ovv.;lvar used
was No. 23703, Standard factory ammunition of Peters ctg. Co. end Hem-
ington Arms Co., was used.

Three targets, No. 4-5-8, s.hon 10 shots from the sbove two guns (five I
shots from each,) both guns fired at same time, by the double action |
method. (One gun with each hand) the time for three trials was 1-1/5 i
seconds each. #he 5 shots from the 45 cal. revolver, grouped under
outline of hand, was 4/5 of a second, on target No. 3. The distance for ‘
all targets shot was 15 feet.

two groups of five shots each, shot side by side on same barget, with i ‘
g No. 640792, show time as 3/5 second, for first group, end 1/2 second |
rar second group—each group bsing under outline of hend, on target No, 1.
rarget No, 2 shows 5 shots, under outline of hend, in 1/2 second. All q
targets are signed and n\nbared for identification. Details are printed !

mnﬂin ink'on each target, gun numbbrs alsos g 2 )
(3% /Mﬁﬂ/{}:‘ 7 éf/a// B AR AR5
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One of the guns used to set the record.

Elaborate timing device was a product of McGivern’'s own ingenuity.
Providing measurements in increments down to 1/ 20 secpnd,

its accuracy was verified by the U. S. Bureau of Standards.




Ed McGivern and his family were traveling with
Wild West shows in the early 1900°s and

performing their shooting skills.
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Follow the Shots

THE MCGI VEENS Exhibition of Rifle and
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- Pistol Shooting -

E. J. McGivern with Rifle -

Shooting object held on lady’s head.

Shooting small objects held in lady's fingers.

Shooting, splitting paper edgewise with bullet.

Shooting, cutting 2 cards edgewite with one bullet.

Shooting two swinging balls as they cross.

Shooting 3 objects with one bullet, shooting through first object and

splitting bullet on axe blade which makes it possible to hit the ones
on each side of the axe.

Breaking six small objects, different position each shot.
Breaking glass ball with rifle while absolutely blindfolded.

MASTER BOB, Pistols
Shooting small object with pistol.
Shooting small object with pistol upside down.
Shooting swinging ball while standing on his head.
Shooting small object with mirror over shoulder.
Shooting small object with mirror between feet.
Shooting small object with mirror [rom hlp :

A very hard shot, using double' mirror; in this shot it is impossible to
see gun or object only as shown in second mirror.

MADGE McGIVERN, Rifle

Shooting chalk from between fingers.
Shooting poker chips edgewise, held in fingers.
Shooting candle out.

Shooting glass ball with card over end of gun, making it impossible to see sights or
object fired at.

MR. McGIVERN, Pistols

Shooting 2 objects at once, one on each side of the stage.
Arms crossed—2 pistols.

Arms extended—2 pistols.

One over shoulder, one in front.

One stationary, one swinging.

Shooting two pistols at two objects while handcuffed.

A sure way to stop boys from smoking.

Hitting small objects tossed in the air with rifle.

Ammuhnition

eeny HUGHES & MCCALEB

NO. 20 MONTANA STREET
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Original letter from Douglas Wesson to Ed McGivern

The letter confirms the special police price for the
6 revolvers ordered for the police shooting team that
Ed was training. The revolvers on display were
included in this order.

B R B o S i

lla,y 18. 1982.

¥r, Fd4 Moleem.
Lewistown, Montana.

Dear Fagz~-

Contirming my wire, I am very glad
indeod to oxtend tho speciul price to you for the
<30 M. & P. target for police claso, but please,
a8 I huve said before, consider this price confldential -
and cquote to the police the price shown in the list
that I am sending you; thio in order tb avoid any
conflict with Dealers who might very rightly object
to anything under quoted. ‘

Cordially yours,

Ds B. Vegson,
L Vioce President,
\, DBU/MC SMITH & WESNON: Ince
\ Enels D" price ligt.




| WESTERN

Telegram or

UNION_ i=

e e -
e

Wm E
&ﬂﬁ !lﬂ !‘

NA323 20 NM=LEWISTOWN QGNT 17

D B ﬂESSON VICE PRES=
SHH'H AND WESSON INC SPRINGFIELD 3&83-»

lANT EIGHT 38 SPECML TARGET REVOLV%RS FOR POLICE CLASS

q——— . ———————

DOES My $PECML PRICE COVER THIS PURCHASE BY ME WIRE=
ED ﬁCGVERﬁ.

Lewistoms, Homt.
o cwpply st your price Hove powsr te you

D» B, "HSSON

PAID (Gharge to Smith & Wossom)




6 revolvers for Ed’s order.

M 1' 19&'

Mr. Ed HoGivern,
Lewistown, Hontana.

Eya.earm;-f

.k I was very much pleased to get your letter of May
26th vith lerge sume of money enclosed, and I hastened to get out
four .38 M. & Pe. and the two K=.228, which I trust will arrive
promptly and give parfect wsatistactions

I am aleo very glad to include another K=.22 for
I only vish that 1 could see my way olear to tell goa to forget a
tho bill, but bnsinons is businees with us, and weo are juot another
ono of the mumberless mumfaoturers wvho are counting eech and every
pennys I know that you oan appreciate our pooition,

‘ As I have told you, wo don®t regularly handle i
stocks, suG have t0 get .them from the omtside, co there will be a
delay in furniehing the tvo pair, Wt they will be along with
as promptly us possible, and I feel sure that we cen got them to yo
before, or by the middle of June.

X em glod the .38 M, & P. turned up all right, and

stronger trigger spring, but as no one around hore has a trigger £
like yours, vhat wo thought was pretty fairly stiff didn®t mean

%0 yon. By the way, I note that Elmer Keith in his leteot artiscle
gives your wellknown trigger finger o very protty compliment.

in our next editicn of “Burning Powder" by Ed MeGivern on ultra~fagst
and flying target shooting would be darnsd interesting, and vhen we
together, us wo mmet do sometime mot too far from now, we can go int
it.

Very cordially yours,

D. B. Wesson,
- Vice President,
DB /MO SMITH & WLSSON Ins.

Original letter from Douglas Wesson to Ed McGivern
- The letter confirms the order and the shipment of the

‘bo very interceted in hearing how it works outy I had put &n o ali%tly

ing

I balieve that either a booklet or un sdditional chapter

get
o




Original Invoice from S&W shows shipment of the
6 revolvers shipped on June 2, 1932. The second
invoice is for a K-22 that Ed ordered with the 6
revolvers on his original letter to Douglas Wesson.

Iir, Bd, DoGivern
Lovistonn,
Hontana

s

K22 Pargot with HoGivorn oights
Se @ &P3B 6 Sg. Targot with ocGivern oighto

ofe

Fargot and targeto oncliooed

Paid $346.46 “m = @

” - @ w
Customer’s Date......... ﬂ-/ii ..... : Date................. ‘Pm Order...........c.cicivininicci
Via
Up. B4, I2Givcrn
Leviaotang,
Tontans
i E=22 Targot uith [oGivern sights

Sorgoet & targot omocloood

\\‘4}' 75

T RUl




Original Credit Memorandum from Smith & Wesson for

the extra K-22 Ed ordered in May, that was shipped
June 2, 1932.

CREDIT MEMORANDUM

serinarFiELD, Mass. S@phember 29 ) 1932.

SMITH & WESSON, INC.
To Mr. Fd MeCGivern
Lewistown,

Montana.

MANUFACTURERS OF SUPERIOR REVOLVERS

We CREDIT your account as follows:

1 K-22 Target Revolver B 6" with "MeGivern™ Sights 22,19
TESRORAR, YAX 106 i
$24.41

Original Sale June 2, 1932

Ly L

DO NOT SERED OUT OF OFFICE




Ed McGivern Lewistown Montana

Below is a article from the Lewistown paper June 20, 1932 about Ed
Mcgivern on “Forensic Ballistics”. He had been called as an expert in
several cases. This is another side of Ed McGivern that is not
known by many people.
This Article was found in the records of the Smith & Wesson
Historical Foundation.

Lewistown, Montana, Monday, June 20, 1932

S
McGivern Speaks On
Forensic Ballistics
At Rotary Meeting

Lewistown Rotarians at their
weekly luncheon meeting Monday
‘heard an interesting discussion by
Ed McGivern who spoke on the
topic “forensic Ballistics”. Mr. Mc
‘Givern who is & widely recognized
expert on firgarms told of the
methods of investigation into this
field that weré invaluable and im-|
portant in many legal oases, es-
pecially. those involving major
crimes. McGivern = described the
variabions..in -markings on & bul-
let, fired from a gun. caused by
markings in the riflings and also
the mark of the firing pin, so that
a builet or shell could be posilive-s
ly identified with relation to the
gun from which it was fired. Mc-~,
Givern, who has been instructing
the Dewistown police in pistol
shooting, said the local force was
'unexcelled in marksmanship.

McGivern has been calied as an
exgert in several important legal
actions and drew upon his actual
experience for much of his mater-
ial. He discussed the speed, direc-
tion and markings on bullets in a
very interestinig fashion. To- hear
his talk members of the legal pro-|
fegsion in Lewistown were guests
of the club




Lewistown, Montana.

Lee M. Walton,
,811 First ave, S.
Great Falls, Montana.

Dear Lee:--Just received your letter of March 25th. As

said you were in a hurry to get going with the K 22 revoly
have decided to send you my new exceptionally smooth worki
No. 655399 end I'll wait for the one that is coming from t

tory, which will be fully a month or more. I sent you the
Magna grips on the gun and also a pair of the standard gri

are standard equipment and come with the gun. The Magna gr
$2.50 extra but, in your case, take them with my complimen

i

locking screw. Loosen the front screw, then make your elev
adjustments to suit you, then tighten the locking screw. K

The screw at the back part of rear sight is the elev
screw, The small screw just shead of the elevating screw

all sight screws tight at all times.

March 26, 193

7

you
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ng K 22
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Use the 25 caliber wire brush that is in the envelope to

keep forward part of cylinder cleaned up specially when sh

22 short cartridges. You do not need any brass wire brush

ooting
for the

barrel. Use greased or film coated or Klean Kote lubricated car-

tridges always. Do not use any dry coated or plated bullet
any kind., Keep dirt of every kind out from under the ratch
that turns the cylinder from the rear. XKeep all metal foul
burned powder and other residue cleaned off from front end

inder, also from back end of barrel and your gun action wo
or dra® in fast shooting.

K 22 revolvers that I have ever had in my hands, and plent
curate. Keep it well cleasned with Hoppe's No., 9 and oil it
ionally, and you'll get a 1life time of excellent service ¢

s of

et head
ing or
of ecyl-~-
n't bind.

You now have one of the smoothest, fastest double gction

y ac-
occas~-
ut of

that gun. If anything ever goes wrong get in touch with meg and

I will have it fixed up for you.

Just as soon as my arm gets sufficiently squared aro

und to

allow it, I'1l write you and arrange to come over and meet the

boys and discuss the revolver instruction possibilities. I
to thank you very much right now for your cooperation and

wish
support.

Just to show my appreciation I have sent you an exceptionglly fine

K 22,

4

1A%




