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Montana Secretary of State — Elections and Government Services
House Bill 126 — Ballot Issue Clean-up of Title 13

- Section -
13-10-209 The changes made are to reflect proposed changes to 13-27-502 regarding printing ballot issues on a
separate page. Although it is the practice of the county election officials to print the ballot issues on the
same page as the candidates, if that is not possible, they should not be required to request special
permission from the SOS to print them on a different page.

irstan le -

13-27-201 The size of petition sheets is modified to 8 % x 11 to reflect the decline in use of legal size paper and to
provide for uniformity in paper size among petitions. This has been administrative practice.
A second amendment would eliminate the reference to the Legislative Services Division’s bill draft
manual to clarify that the version of the legal text that is found by the Attorney General to be legally
sufficient is the language to be used on the petition. The bill draft manual specifies the form of a ballot
issue bill, not the form of ballot issue text.
The proposed amendments in (2) regarding the legal text clarify that although signature gatherers have
to keep the full legal text of the petition attached when they circulate a petition, they do not need to
keep it attached when they submit the signed petitions to the county election offices. Keeping it
attached when submitting to the election office creates a lot of unnecessary extra paper for the counties
to handle.
The final amendment clarifies that the subsection is referring to Internet posting of petitions for reading
and printing and is not a reference to or allowance for signing petitions electronically.

13-27-204 The first amendments clarify that the signature requirements are subject to applicable verification laws
and deadlines and that pursuant to a federal court decision, the signatures are gathered based on
legislative representative districts, not counties.

The amendments regarding addresses and telephone numbers will ailow for ieeway regarding whether
the signer provides the signer's address or telephone number. Often the signature can be verified even
if the address or telephone number is omitted since signers are directed to print their name on the

same row as their signature on the petition. The main purpose of the address and phone number fields
is to assist the county with checking the registration status of a signer if they cannot read the signature.



The first amendments clarify that the signature requirements are subject to applicable verification laws
and deadlines and that the signatures are gathered based on legislative “representative” districts, not
just legislative districts.

The final amendment and deletion clarify that all additional format requirements are the same as
specified in 13-27-204, including the Warning and all other information. 13-27-104 already lays out the
Warning and other requirements, so it does not make sense to repeat the language in every subsection
that refers to petition formats. When statutory changes are made, they must be made to every
subsection affected; so referring to 13-27-204 means that only one section needs to be amended any
time a statutory change is proposed. Please note that if this bill passes, all the interlined language
from the Warning on will still be on the petition, since all of it is in 13-27-104.

13-27-206

13-27-208 This amendment clarifies that the petitions need to be available for copying as well as reading in the
county election office. The deletion is to remove outdated language referring to fees

13-27-302 The first amendment reflects that there is only one date of signature gathering stated on the form, not
several dates. Current language is confusing to signature gatherers since it refers to “dates” of
signature gathering, but there is only one date to be entered on the Affidavit. Note: the use of the word
‘dates” in current statute is the result of a typo.

The second amendment clarifies that the signature referenced is the first signature on the attached
petition and i t i i ignature the person ever gathered for the ballot issue.

ime T e -
The proposed changes remove confusing language referring to verified sheets rather than verified
signatures and to “sections” of sheets. The last change reflects that even if a signer’s address or
telephone number is missing, the election administrator may still be able to verify the signature, since
signers are directed to print their name on the same row as their signature on the petition.

13-27-304
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13-27-308 The first amendment is simply cléah;up; The Iaéf améﬁdh’nents. 1) substitute “without undue delay” for
“‘immediately” since it is important to be completely certain that the petition has qualified, and 2) reflect
that certification to the Governor occurs when the petition has qualified for the ballot, not when it has

been “officially filed.”

h ndment ecretary of
State wh g stitutional amendment notices.
13-27-402 The first several proposed amendments clarify that the process for appointing members of committees

arguing for and against a constitutional convention is the same as for members of other committees.
The amendments in (5) clarify that initiative referendum ‘rejection” committee members are not
appointed by the Legislature. As already noted in (4), they are appointed by the sponsor of the initiative
referendum.

The amendments regarding consent of committee members would explicitly allow potential members of
ballot issue committees to provide email, fax, or verbal consent to serving on the committee rather than
“written consent”.

13-27-406 The first amendments in (1) insert the 500-word limit already in rules and remove outdated language
about camera-ready formats. The last amendment in (1) allows more time for arguments to be
submitted. Often a ballot issue has not even qualified by the time the committee members have to be
appointed to the committees. Allowing an extra week for committee members to write the arguments
will increase the likelihood that members know at the time of their appointment whether a petition has
qualified. It should be noted that allowing an extra week for the committees shortens the time period for
preparing the Voter Information Pamphlet.

The final amendments clarify the Secretary of State’s responsibility for formatting the arguments and
specify that fax and email committee member concurrences with the argument are permitted.

fy

13-27-410 The first amendments remove the requisition requirements for the Voter Information Pamphlet since
that is an administrative process.

The next amendment, in (2), clarifies that it is the county election officials or their designated mailing
services that must receive the pamphlets at least 45 days before the election.

The last amendments clarify that the intent of the postal markings is to ensure that the pamphlets are

not returned

13-27-503 The amendments are clean-up language to reflect that the State Board of Canvasseré’ Canvéss and
certification of ballot issues occurs at the same tim it rtificati pf ca dkibdawte results.




