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- ﬁ & IQO Montana Secretary of State — Elections and Government Services

House Bill 120 — General Clean-up of Title 13

! L bl W“ S ALAD . L o L . W : o

Change reference from "Statewide Voter Registration Database" to "Statewide Voter Registration
13-2-107 System," as it is commonly known. The statewide system is not just a database of registered voters, but
is a compreheinsive election management system.
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Change reference from "Statewide Voter Registration Database" to "Statewide Voter Registration
13-2-112 System," as it is commonly known. The statewide system is not just a database of registered voters, but
is a comprehensive el cti management system.
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Change reference from "Statewide Voter Registration Database" to "Statewide Voter Registration
13-2-122 System," as it is commonly known. The statewide system is not just a database of registered voters, but
is a comprehensjg% ﬁgjeetion management system
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Due to late registration, subsection (4) regarding the ability to correct mistakes on the completed voter
registration form is no longer ngeded A person can correct infom;ation urin themiate regi '
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Mont. Code Ann. §§ 13-10-501 and 13-14-133 refer to f
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the oath being on the candidate filing form, but the

13-10-201 main candidate filing statute does not specifically refer to an oath or its contents. This oath is currently on
the form, and this change makes 13-10-201 consistent with 13-10-501 and 13-14-133. (8) clarifies that
the nomination form must be properly completed and signed when sent by one of the allowable methods.
Added email as a method to submit the form, since fax has been allowed for a decade, and more people

seem to have email access than fax maqhﬁ@ineacces
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Clanfy that if an electlon is canceled for any reason prowded by law the write-in optlon does not apply.
clarify that a form must be properly completed and signed when submitted, and (5) (a) remove the
outdated phrase “if a facsimile facility if available for receipt’, because the SOS and county election offices
all have access to fax machines. (5) (d) add email as an option to submit a form since most people more
[eagil have emaiaocess than fax access

13-10-211
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Allow an authorlzed campalgn offucnal to sign the declaration for nomination for a presidential candidate.
13-10-404 (This has been done administratively for years, and is being codified so that there is no room for question
ona preSldentlal filing form).

13-10-507 Clarlfy the meanlng of "associated w:th a political party" to mean that it is only a Montana office that is w
regwerreg to, and that it lnclude‘sw_amh%pgghc artisan office and [ i
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13-13-118 In subsection (3), remove the requirement that election judges announce the name of a disabled elector
who cannot enter the polling place, because of concerns about violating a person’s privacy, and because
there is not a good reasog@to do so. (Request c of EAs)
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(2)(b)removing language that is not necessary because it is in (2) (a) and does not need to be repeated.
Change reference from "Statewide Voter Registration Database" to "Statewide Voter Registration

13-13-204 System " as it is commonly known. In (6), clarify that a ballot must be “received” by the EA, not just
‘returned to”.

Remove the reference to "special” absentee board because current practice is to use regular election
judges or staff rather than appointing a special board. Subsection (3) is removed because replacement
13-13-212 ballots are covered in Mont. Code Ann. § 13-13-204. (d) is an EA amendment that specifies that an elector
or their designee is responsible for picking up and returning and absentee ballot requested pursuant to (2)
(c). New subsection (3) is amended to reflect that individuals on the absentee list should receive all
ballots not 4
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To clarify that absentee ballots mailed to electors are nonforwardable and must be returned to the electi

13-13-214 administrator if not deliverable. This is done administratively currently, and is consistent with statute for
mail ballots. Change the envelope name to “signature” envelope consistent with changes made in 2011
an-up bill (this section was missed).

e
on

Remove the re%?e‘reﬁ‘ce to 7'§pécnal
13-13-226 current practice is to us ular
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absentee board consistent with change to previous code because
lection judges or staff
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13-13-230 Remove the reference to "special absentee board consistent with change to previous code because
current practice is to use regular election judges or staff rather than ointing a special board
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Clarlfy that under Montana law, é\hallenge to an
In 2008, the federal district court ruled t
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elector's right to vote must be specific to that individual.
ges are not allowed.
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Remove the reference to a provisionally registered "elector," and substitute the word "individual." Just
because someone votes a provisional ballot does not mean the individual is a provisionally registered
13-15-107  "elector."
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Change reference from "voted" ballot as one

that has been received by the election office. In (8)(a)(ii), clarify that a ballot with identifying marks is now
13-15-201 allowed to be resolved like provisional ballots whose validity is in question (unsigned, ID number, etc.), but
‘ _must be rejected

13-15-401 Eliminates th reference to 3 day§ in conducting the canvass, to correct a previous legislative omission.
Canvass board must meet within 14 days after the election, and cannot meet within 3 days because of the
post election audit, and counting of provisional ballots that both occur before the canvass. This was

missed in previous legislation when the post election audit act was pa;sed
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Substitute "election administrator” for "clerk and recorder," (a-b) for consistency among counties, specify
13-16-211 the costs the bond can cover, and specify that the "county recount board", not the board of canvassers,
will conduct the recount. (The county recount board is made up of 3 members of the governing body, as is
the board of canvassers, but the correct terminology for the body responsible for the recount is “county
recount board”).
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Clarify that only diagrams of voting systems to be used by voters need to be publicized (the M100 precinct
achine and the AutoMARK).
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13-17-203

13-19-102  Remove definition for “signature envelope” from the mail ballot definitions to the general definitions in 13-

1-101.
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Clarify tha'fnamnnregistered elector who demonstrate
13-19-304 may vote in certain authorized elections if they appe

p.m. on election day. (This section is for those spec
owners, to vote in their elections)

S %gy posgess the qualifications required for voting,
ar in person at the election administrator's office by 8
ial district elections that allow non-registered, property

13-21212 ) “Signature” envelope (missed in 2011
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Clarify that the Secretary of State's certification of candidates can
13-37-126 Political Practices' certification. Current reading could result in so
days after the SOS certifies. (This is a clarification, and is handle
13-38-201 Specify that a tie vote for a precinct committee representative position is resolved by the central

committee determining a winner by lot. (It was not clear under current statute who decided the tie by lot,
and some assumed that the election administrator would do so).

only occur after the Commissioner of
meone believing that the CPP has 8
d correctly administratively now).




