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SB-295
Repeal the Oil/GasTax Holdiday
JW Westman Family comment

2,000 plus semi-truck loads to service a new High-Tech oil/gas well, industry
numbers not mine. High tech wells are the fraced or hydraulically fractured wells.
Those 2,000 semi truck loads are what is needed in the first 12-18 months of a new
high tech well’s life. Imagine the negative impacts on the local road
infrastructure?

SB-295 is much more than simply repealing this tax holiday. First of all the oil &
gas companies will steer their drilling activities to where the oil & gas are. The full
tax rate will not deter none of their decisions of when/where to drill, if this were the
case the North Dakota Bakken wouldn’t have anything close to the activity now
experienced there (1,960 new wells expected in ND in 2013), their tax rate is higher
than Montana’s. SB-295 makes the situation more fair to working Montana
families and the communities in which they live. The Westman family knows many
of those working Montana families impacted by the current oil/gas boom in
Eastern Montana. We see them when we go that direction to bird and antelope
hunt, we see them when we come together for the high school football and
basketball games. Those working Montana families are really bearing the brunt of
the negative impacts resulting from the boom.

Overcrowded schools, severe impacts on the local roads, extreme safety hazards
navigating those road systems, stressed medical and emergency medical
facilities and systems, lack of proper emergency fire and police protection,
shortage of housing and astronomical rental rates($2,500/month rents in Sidney).
How are the indigenous folks on fixed incomes affording this? Huge impacts for
sure, impacts that great effect quality of life issues for those working Montana
families.

If the oil/gas companies were to pay a comparable tax rate as compared with our
oil & gas producing neighbors more monies would be reaching those impacted
areas of Montana where those Montana working families now bear the brunt of the
impact, both emotional and financial as well.
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Please stop supporting corporations over Montana working families and the
communities in which they live and work. Passing SB-295 will be a great step
towards making the oil & gas boom companies pay for more of the impacts they
are causing.

In closing thank you for your time and consideration regarding SB-295, please
support this piece of Legislation, the time has come to act, not knuckle under. | am
a Union worker, a United Steelworker who works for the oil industry.

JW, Lori, Megan & Dakota Westman
Park City,
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