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HOUSE BILL NO. 249
INTRODUCED BY DOANE, BRENDEN, CLARK, FLYNN, GALT, HALVORSON, KERNS, KNUDSEN,
MCCHESNEY, MILLER, D. MOORE, RANDALL, REDFIELD, SALOMON, C. SMITH, WAGONER, WHITE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING LAWS RELATED TO THE PRESENCE OF WILD
BUFFALO OR WILD BISON ON PRIVATE PROPERTY; AMENDING SECTION 81-2-121, MCA; AND

PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 81-2-121, MCA, is amended to read:

"81-2-121. Taking or moving of pubtety-eowned-widbuffato-orwie wiLD BUFFALO OR WILD bison
that are present on private property —notice—-stpptementat-feeding—penalty. (1) When a bisot; wild

buffalo; or wild bison is present on private property where it is not authorized to be, the landowner or the agent

of a landowner may take any action the landowner considers necessary to protect the private property, including

but not limited to:

(a) the taking of the animal;

(b) the herding, driving, or hazing of the animal off of the private property; or

(c) _notifying the department or the department of fish, wildlife, and parks of the presence of the animal

and requesting that it be removed. The agency with jurisdiction over the animal pursuant to 81-2-120 or 87-1-216

shall remove the animal within 72 hours of receiving the notification.

(2) A landowner or the agent of a landowner who has taken a bisen; wild buffalo; or wild bison pursuant

to this section may notify the department or the department of fish, wildlife, and parks and request that the

carcass or all of the remains be removed from the private property. The agency with jurisdiction over the animal

pursuant to 81-2-120 or 87-1-216 shall comply within 72 hours of receiving the notification.

(3) This chapter may not be construed to impose, by implication or otherwise, criminal liability on a

landowner or the agent of a landowner for the taking, herding, driving, or hazing of a ptbticty-ewnet-witd-buffato
ot—witd bison; wild buffalo; or wild bison that is stspected—of-carrying—disease—and-thatis present on the

landowner's private property ancHspotentialty-associating-with-orotherwise threateningthetandowner'stivestoe

Hhetandowneror-agent |IF THE LANDOWNER OR AGENT IS NOT IN VIOLATION OF SUBSECTION (4)(A).
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(4) (A) APERSON MAY NOT INTENTIONALLY PROVIDE SUPPLEMENTAL FEED TO GAME ANIMALS IN A MANNER THAT

RESULTS IN ARTIFICIAL CONCENTRATION OF GAME ANIMALS THAT MAY POTENTIALLY CONTRIBUTE TO THE TRANSMISSION

OF DISEASE. A PERSON WHO VIOLATES THIS SUBSECTION SHALL BE FINED NOT LESS THAN $50 OR MORE THAN $1,000

OR BE IMPRISONED IN THE COUNTY DETENTION CENTER FOR NOT MORE THAN 6 MONTHS, OR BOTH. IN ADDITION, A

PERSON, UPON CONVICTION OR FORFEITURE OF BOND OR BAIL, MAY BE SUBJECT TO FORFEITURE OF ANY CURRENT

HUNTING, FISHING, OR TRAPPING LICENSE ISSUED BY THIS STATE AND THE PRIVILEGE TO HUNT, FISH, OR TRAP IN THIS

STATE OR TO USE STATE LAND, AS DEFINED IN 77-1-101, FOR RECREATIONAL PURPOSES FOR A PERIOD OF TIME SET BY

THE COURT.

(B) _SUBSECTION (4)(A) DOES NOT APPLY TO SUPPLEMENTAL FEEDING ACTIVITIES CONDUCTED BY THE

DEPARTMENT FOR DISEASE CONTROL PURPOSES."

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Lawful taking or moving of wild buffalo to protect private property.

This chapter may not be construed to impose, by implication or otherwise, criminal liability on a landowner or the
agent of a landowner for the taking, herding, driving, or hazing of a wild buffalo that is present on the landowner's

private property pursuant to 81-2-121.
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NEW SECTION. Section 3. Codification instruction. [Section 2] is intended to be codified as an

integral part of Title 87, chapter 6, part 1, and the provisions of Title 87, chapter 6, part 1, apply to [section 2].

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval.
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