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BILL NO.

INTRODUCED BY
(Primary Sponsor)

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR POSTSECONDARY TUITION ASSISTANCE
AWARDS; REQUIRING THE COMMISSIONER OF HIGHER EDUCATION TO ESTABLISH RULES AND
CRITERIA FOR PROVIDING AWARDS UPON THE OCCURRENCE OF CERTAIN CONTINGENCIES;
AMENDING SECTIONS 20-26-103 AND 20-26-201, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE."

WHEREAS, it is the expressed desire of the citizens of Montana to provide the best possible
postsecondary educational experience for their children and fellow citizens; and

WHEREAS, the best possible postsecondary educational experience is obtained by providing funds
directly to the students and allowing them to select the educational program, curriculum, and institution of their
choice; and

WHEREAS, the executive budget for fiscal year 2014-2015 requests $34 million for the Montana

University System.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 20-26-103, MCA, is amended to read:

"20-26-103. Definitions. As used in parts 1 and 2, the following definitions apply:

(1) "Postsecondary institution" i

astitution means:

(a)_a unit of the Montana university system, as defined in 20-25-201;

(b) _a Montana community college, defined and organized as provided in 20-15-101;

(c)_an accredited tribal community college located in the state of Montana; or

(d) _any other public or private not-for-profit 4-year college or university located in Montana.

(2) "Program advisory council' means the student loan advisory council created by 2-15-1520.
(3) "Resident student" means a person who was a resident of Montana prior to enrolling and who is

attending a qualified postsecondary institution within Montana."

Legislative
Services -1- Authorized Print Version - LC 913
Division



63rd Legislature LC0913.01

© 0 N oo o B~ w N

W N DN N DN N D DN D DN DN P PP Er R, R, R, R
o © 0o N o 0o A~ W N B O ©o 00N o o0~ N+ o

Section 2. Section 20-26-201, MCA, is amended to read:

"20-26-201. Duties of commissioner of higher education relative to program. (1) In consultation with

the program advisory council and upon acceptance of a line item appropriation of at least $34 million provided

for the purposes of this program, the commissioner of higher education shall:

tH(a) adopt rules consistent with the board of regents' tuition assistance program policy to administer

the resident student financial assistance program, including the establishment of criteria for both student eligibility

which-shalt-considerfinanciatneed and the eligibility of participating institutions;

(b) establish as a priority of the program the decrease of a student's share of the cost to attend an

eligible postsecondary institution;

2)(c) establish criteria to determine the amount of individual grants awards based on consideration of

both financial need and academic merit so that each full-time matriculated student receives at least a minimum

award,;
3)(d) establish procedures for fiscal control, fund accounting, and necessary reports; and
#)(e) apply for, receive, and administer federal and private moefieys money.

(2) The awards process may not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, religion, sexual orientation,

creed, age, physical status, marital or familial status, or political activity or on the basis of a student's selection

of an academic program, a curriculum, or the eligible postsecondary institution in which to enroll.

(3) Maximum awards must be provided to the following eligible students regardless of the criteria

established pursuant to subsection (1)(c):

(a) _American armed services personnel who are combat veterans of foreign wars; and

(b) the children of deceased peace officers or the children of deceased firefighters if the peace officers

or firefighters died while in the performance of their duties.

(4)_The board of regents may modify its tuition assistance program policy in any manner it considers

necessary to best serve the students while conforming to the provisions of this section."

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date -- contingency. (1) [This act] is effective July 1, 2013, if at

least $34 million is appropriated for the purposes of providing tuition assistance awards.
(2) If at least $34 million is not appropriated for the tuition assistance awards or if the commissioner of
higher education does not accept the funds, [this act] is void.
- END -
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