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           JOINT RESOLUTION NO.           1

INTRODUCED BY 2
(Primary Sponsor)

3

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF4

MONTANA REQUESTING AN INTERIM STUDY OF THE OPPORTUNITIES FOR INCREASING LOCAL FOOD5

PROCESSING AND SALES.6

7

WHEREAS, the local food industry is flourishing in surrounding states, spurring the growth of small8

businesses; and9

WHEREAS, the Montana Department of Agriculture estimates that a 10% increase in processing and10

consumption of agricultural products within Montana would increase profits for farmers and ranchers by an11

estimated $300 million a year; and12

WHEREAS, Montana laws and administrative rules may need to be updated to allow for growth in the13

production of locally sourced foods; and14

WHEREAS, the federal FDA Food Safety Modernization Act will require updates to Montana food safety15

laws.16

17

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE18

STATE OF MONTANA:19

That the Legislative Council be requested to designate an appropriate interim committee, pursuant to20

section 5-5-217, MCA, to examine ways in which to increase processing and sale of locally grown foods and food21

products.22

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the study:23

(1)  review laws and administrative rules governing the production and sale of locally sourced food in24

Idaho, Oregon, and other states where growth is occurring in the local food industry;25

(2)  identify barriers to increasing the sale of locally grown and processed food items in Montana,26

including any barriers posed by existing state laws and administrative rules;27

(3)  review potential changes to state laws and administrative rules that could encourage production of28

local food and food products;29

(4)  examine the different roles that state and local government agencies play in regulating and30
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overseeing food production, food sales, and food safety in order to determine if the duties of any agency should1

be modified or reassigned; and2

(5)  review the Public Law 111-353, the FDA Food Safety Modernization Act, and the ways in which3

Montana laws and administrative rules may need to be modified to comply with the act.4

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the committee request participation in the study by the Departments5

of Agriculture, Livestock, Public Health and Human Services, and Commerce, local public health officials, the6

producers, buyers, and consumers of locally sourced foods, and other interested parties; and7

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon completion of the study, the committee make recommendations,8

if appropriate, for changes to state laws and regulations that could result in increased production of local foods9

and that could redefine state and local responsibilities in order to facilitate the committee's recommendations.10

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all aspects of the study, including presentation and review11

requirements, be concluded prior to September 15, 2014.12

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the final results of the study, including any findings, conclusions,13

comments, or recommendations of the appropriate committee, be reported to the 64th Legislature.14

- END -15
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