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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 341

INTRODUCED BY J. WINDY BOY2

3

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF4

MONTANA REQUESTING AN INTERIM STUDY OF SUICIDE AND SUICIDE PREVENTION IN MONTANA.5

6

WHEREAS, Montana has one of the highest rates of suicide in the nation, and within that unfortunate7

distinction, Native Americans in Montana have the highest rate of suicide for any population in this state; and8

WHEREAS, the latest available Youth Risk Behavior Survey from the Office of Public Instruction reported9

for 2011 that 6.5% of all students in grades 9 through 12 had made one or more suicide attempts, that 12.3% had10

made a plan to commit suicide, that 15.2% had seriously considered attempting suicide, of which 17.1% were11

females and 13.4% were males, and that 21% of students on Indian reservations and nearly 30% of students in12

alternative schools had seriously considered suicide; and13

WHEREAS, the percentage of students who seriously considered attempting suicide in Montana has14

decreased since 1993, when more than one-fourth of all students reported considering a suicide attempt yet the15

percentage considering suicide remains high, whether in rural or urban settings.16

17

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE18

STATE OF MONTANA:19

That the Legislative Council be requested to designate an appropriate interim committee, pursuant to20

section 5-5-217, MCA, to examine:21

(1)  the causes of suicide in Montana;22

(2)  the effects of suicide on the state, on local populations, or on the community;23

(3)  the steps taken in communities that have had positive impacts in decreasing suicide attempts; and24

(4)  the availability of resources throughout the state to address suicide prevention and ways to increase25

those resources or the effectiveness of those resources.26

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that any study involve all stakeholders, including public schools, private27

schools, and alternative schools, plus mental health professionals and peer counselors as well as tribal28

communities and law enforcement.29

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all aspects of the study, including presentation and review30
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requirements, be concluded prior to September 15, 2014.1

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the final results of the study, including any findings, conclusions,2

comments, or recommendations of the appropriate committee, be reported to the 64th Legislature.3

- END -4

- 2 - Authorized Print Version - SJ 34


