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HOUSE BILL NO. 229
INTRODUCED BY S. REICHNER

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AMENDING LIMITATIONS ON CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS TO
A CANDIDATE BY AN INDIVIDUAL OTHER THAN THE CANDIDATE; ENABLING CAMPAIGN
CONTRIBUTIONS FROM CORPORATIONS; ELIMINATING LIMITATIONS ON CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS
TO A CANDIDATE BY A POLITICAL COMMITTEE; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-37-128 AND 13-37-216, MCA;
AND REPEALING SECTIONS 13-35-227 AND 13-37-218, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 13-37-128, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-37-128. Cause of action created. (1) A person who intentionally or negligently violates any of the
reporting provisions of this chapter, a provision of 13-35-225, or a provision of Title 13, chapter 35, part 4, is liable
in a civil action brought by the commissioner or a county attorney pursuant to the provisions outlined in 13-37-124
and 13-37-125 for an amount up to $500 or three times the amount of the unlawful contributions or expenditures,
whichever is greater.

(2) A person who makes or receives a contribution or expenditure in violation of +3-35-22#; 13-35-228;
or this chapter or who violates 13-35-226 is liable in a civil action brought by the commissioner or a county
attorney pursuant to the provisions outlined in 13-37-124 and 13-37-125 for an amount up to $500 or three times

the amount of the unlawful contribution or expenditure, whichever is greater."

Section 2. Section 13-37-216, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-37-216. Limitations on contributions—adjustment. (1) (a) Subjecttoadjustmentasprovided-for
trstbsection-(4),aggregate Aggregate contributions for each election in a campaign by apoliticatcommittee-or

by an individual, other than the candidate, to a candidate are limited as follows:

(i) for candidates filed jointly for the office of governor and lieutenant governor, not to exceed $566
$2,500;

(ii) for a candidate to be elected for state office in a statewide election, other than the candidates for
governor and lieutenant governor, not to exceed $256 $1,000;
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(iii) for a candidate for any other public office, not to exceed $+36 $500.

(b) A contribution to a candidate includes contributions made to the candidate's committee and to any
political committee organized on the candidate's behalf.
—(2)+a} A political committee that is not independent of the candidate is considered to be organized on
the candidate's behalf. For the purposes of this section, an independent committee means a committee that is
not specifically organized on behalf of a particular candidate or that is not controlled either directly or indirectly
by a candidate or candidate's committee and that does not act jointly with a candidate or candidate's committee

in conjunction with the making of expenditures or accepting contributions.

(2)_A political committee as defined in 13-1-101, including but not limited to a corporation or a union, is

not subject to aggregate limits for each election in a campaign for the purposes of this section.
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5)(3) A candidate may not accept any contributions, including in-kind contributions, in excess of the
limits in this section.

6)(4) For purposes of this section, "election" means the general election or a primary election that
involves two or more candidates for the same nomination. If there is not a contested primary, there is only one
election to which the contribution limits apply. If there is a contested primary, then there are two elections to which

the contribution limits apply."

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Repealer. The following sections of the Montana Code Annotated are

repealed:
13-35-227. Prohibited contributions from corporations.
13-37-218. Limitations on receipts from political committees.

- END -
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