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HOUSE BILL NO. 234
INTRODUCED BY N. BALLANCE, C. GLIMM, R. WEBB, K. WHITE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING LAWS RELATED TO SHOOTING RANGE GRANT
FUNDS; CREATING A SHOOTING RANGE GRANT ACCOUNT,; REQUIRING THE EXPENDITURE OR
OBLIGATION OF FUNDS WITHIN THE YEAR THEY ARE APPROPRIATED; PROVIDING PENALTIES;
PROVIDING ATRANSFER OF FUNDS AND AN APPROPRIATION; AMENDING SECTION 87-1-279, MCA; AND

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Shooting range grant account. (1) There is a shooting range grant

account in the state special revenue fund established in 17-2-102. Subject to appropriation by the legislature,
money deposited in this account must be distributed by the department pursuant to 87-1-277 through 87-1-279.
(2) The following funds must be deposited in the account:

(a) EXCLUDING FEDERAL FUNDS, money received by the department from any source in the form of gifts,

grants, reimbursements, or appropriations intended to be used for the purposes of the account; and
(b) any interest or income earned on the account.
(3) Any unspent or unencumbered money in the account at the end of a fiscal year must remain in the

account.

Section 2. Section 87-1-279, MCA, is amended to read:

"87-1-279. Program rules -- expenditure or obligation of funds required. (1) The department may

not use more than 15% of the program funds for administration.
(2) The department shall develop a simple application procedure and accountability system.

(3) Fhe EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (8), THE department shall make-every-effortte expend or

obligate funds for shooting range improvement grants within the year for which they are appropriated.

(4) The department shall prioritize grant applications according to those that provide facilities for the
greatest number of shooters, that accommodate the use of a combination of hunting arms, and that meet other
criteria established by the department.
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(5) The department may not grant more than 30% of the eligible funds for the establishment or
improvement of any single facility in any year.

(6) The department shall promote the use of publicly owned land for shooting range facilities. The
department may negotiate with federal, state, and local agencies to encourage land trades, shared or specific
use designations, and other mechanisms to provide land for shooting range facilities.

(7)_A person who makes a decision not to expend or obligate funds in accordance with this section or

who expends funds appropriated for the purposes of 87-1-277 through 87-1-279 for a different purpose commits

the offense of official misconduct as provided in 45-7-401.

(8) THE DEPARTMENT MAY NOT EXPEND STATE FUNDS APPROPRIATED FOR SHOOTING RANGE GRANTS FOR ANY

OTHER PURPOSE, EXCEPT THAT IF THE DEPARTMENT DECLARES THAT AN EMERGENCY EXISTS, THE DEPARTMENT MAY

EXPEND THE FUNDS TO RESPOND TO THE EMERGENCY |F THE DEPARTMENT REPORTS THE DETAILS OF THE EMERGENCY

AND THE DEPARTMENT'S JUSTIFICATION FOR DIVERTING THE FUNDS TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COUNCIL DURING

A MEETING OF THE COUNCIL AT LEAST 60 DAYS IN ADVANCE OF THE DIVERSION.

(9) (A) AS USED IN THIS SECTION, THE TERM "EMERGENCY" MEANS:

(1) A NATURAL DISASTER SUCH AS A SEVERE TORNADO, WINDSTORM, SNOWSTORM, HIGH WATER, FLOODING,

EARTHQUAKE, OR WILDFIRE THAT SIGNIFICANTLY IMPACTS A WILDLIFE RESOURCE;

(1) ASTATE OF EMERGENCY OR DISASTER DECLARED BY THE GOVERNOR PURSUANT TO 10-3-302 OR 10-3-303;

(1) A BIOLOGICAL EMERGENCY DEMONSTRATED TO AFFECT WILDLIFE IN FOUR OR MORE OF THE DEPARTMENT'S

ADMINISTRATIVE REGIONS; AND

(Iv) AN UNFORSEEN EVENT FOR WHICH A PROGRAM TO ADDRESS THE EVENT IS NOT FUNDED IN THE

DEPARTMENT'S CURRENT BUDGET.

(B) THE TERM DOES NOT INCLUDE:

(1) RESERVING APPROPRIATED FUNDS FOR BUDGET SAVINGS OR TO OFFSET FUTURE SPENDING;

(1) GENERAL ACTIVITIES CONDUCTED BY OR GENERAL RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE DEPARTMENT OR ANY OF ITS

DIVISIONS;

(1) FUNDING AN INCREASE IN PAY OR SALARY FOR PERSONNEL; OR

(IV) FUNDING FOR A NEW POSITION WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT THAT IS NOT INCLUDED IN THE DEPARTMENT'S

CURRENT BUDGET."

NEW SECTION. SECTION 3. TRANSFER OF FUNDS. IN EACH YEAR OF THE BIENNIUM BEGINNING JULY 1, 2015,
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$350,000 IS TRANSFERRED FROM THE GENERAL LICENSE ACCOUNT TO THE SHOOTING RANGE GRANT ACCOUNT.

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Appropriation. In each year of the biennium beginning July 1, 2015, there

is appropriated $566;666 $350,000 from the generaHicense SHOOTING RANGE GRANT account to the department

of fish, wildlife, and parks for shooting range grants distributed pursuant to 87-1-277 through 87-1-279.

NEW SECTION. SECTION 5. CODIFICATION INSTRUCTION. [SECTION 1] IS INTENDED TO BE CODIFIED AS AN

INTEGRAL PART OF TITLE 87, CHAPTER 1, PART 6, AND THE PROVISIONS OF TITLE 87, CHAPTER 1, PART 6, APPLY TO

[SECTION 1].

NEW SECTION. Section 6. Severability. If a part of [this act] is invalid, all valid parts that are severable

from the invalid part remain in effect. If a part of [this act] is invalid in one or more of its applications, the part

remains in effect in all valid applications that are severable from the invalid applications.

NEW SECTION. Section 7. Effective date. [This act] is effective July 1, 2015.

- END -
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