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           JOINT RESOLUTION NO.           1

INTRODUCED BY 2
(Primary Sponsor)

3

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF4

MONTANA REQUESTING AN INTERIM STUDY TO CONSOLIDATE TITLE 69, CHAPTERS 3 AND 8,5

GOVERNING THE REGULATION OF PUBLIC UTILITIES.6

7

WHEREAS, Title 69, chapter 8, the "Electric Utility Industry Generation Reintegration Act", was enacted8

in 2007 to provide a path for Montana's sole restructured utility to make the transition to an integrated service9

utility that owns electric generating units and is regulated by the Public Service Commission; and10

WHEREAS, with the recent acquisition of several large generating units, that restructured utility has now11

made that transition to a vertically integrated utility and should be regulated appropriately for its business12

structure; and13

WHEREAS, vertically integrated utilities regulated by the Public Service Commission should be subject14

to the same statutes unless a reasonable reason otherwise exists.15

16

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE17

STATE OF MONTANA:18

(1)  That the Legislative Council be requested to designate an appropriate interim committee, pursuant19

to section 5-5-217, MCA, or direct sufficient staff resources to conduct a review of Title 69, chapter 8, and20

determine areas of overlap and duplication with Title 69, chapter 3.21

(2)  The analysis must include:22

(a)  a review of the regulatory treatment established in Title 69, chapter 8, and a consideration of whether23

it is appropriate in light of the many changes that have occurred in Montana's electric utility sector since 2007;24

(b)  a review of how to unify Title 69, chapters 3 and 8, into a single chapter so that public utilities in the25

state are regulated equitably, without preferential treatment to any single public utility; and26

(c)  an overview of the way in which electricity supply costs are recovered in rates, the provisions for27

resource procurement and supply planning, and the other differences between the two chapters.28

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the study involve the participation of the Public Service Commission,29

utilities, and other stakeholders.30
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that if the study is assigned to staff, any findings or conclusions be1

presented to and reviewed by an appropriate committee designated by the Legislative Council.2

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all aspects of the study, including presentation and review3

requirements, be concluded prior to September 15, 2016.4

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the final results of the study, including any findings, conclusions,5

comments, or recommendations of the appropriate committee, be reported to the 65th Legislature. 6

- END -7
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