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March 21, 2015

Montana House of Representatives
Agricultural Committee
Helena, MT 59601

Dear Committee Members,

This letter is in support of SB176 to name a state soil for Montana. | write this as a supporter in
several capacities. Firstly, | have been an active volunteer for Ag in Montana Schools since its inception
in 1983 and | well remember the Scobey soils going into our treasure boxes across the state —in over
500 elementary schools! As we tell the children, sail is the basis for life and all things are dependent on
it, including humans. Then comes the amazing fact that there is more life under the ground than there
is above! Itis also interesting to note that, when these soil samples went into the schools 30 years ago,
it was mentioned as a goal to have a state soil for Montana “someday”. | think now is the day and the
Scobey soil is the best choice.

I also write this letter as a graduate from Montana State University with a degree in range
management. Soils are just as important to grazing animals as they are to farmers. | actually took the
class where we learned about the different soils in our state. When a soil series comes to the top as
being so common, so prevalent across our great state, then it is clearly the one to select for a state
symbol of what we “do” here -- what supports our agriculture.

Lastly, | write this letter as a present day rancher, living on a 100-year old ranch in southeastern
Montana. While the Scobey soils are more common in the Golden Triangle of grain growing and across
northern Montana, it is clear to anyone on the land just how important soils are -- no matter the profile
on which you stand. And when you consider it, soils are the basis for all of our other state symbols to
exist —the Ponderosa pine trees, the bluebunch wheatgrass, the grizzly bear, even the meadowlark —
would not be here without the soils beneath them.

| strongly urge you to establish a state soil for Montana and that it be the Scobey soil series. It
will cost the state little to nothing to do so and it will show the importance of soils to Montana. Thank
you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Carol A. Sparks

Carol A. Sparks

V. President, Ag in Montana Schools




