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School Shootings, High School Size,

and Neurobiological Considerations
David A. Kaiser, PhD

[tc-aLrn€.'/!t-

...Median public high school enrollment now stands at 1,200 in
suburbs and 1,600 in cities despite the fact that smaller schools are superior
to large schools on nearly all academic and social measures of success
inc I udin g gr aduat i o n r at e, s tud e nt s at i sfac t i on, c onduc t infr a c t i on s,

athletic participation, absenteeism, and dropout rate. Educational institutions
should adapt to the neurobiological limitations of children instead
offorcing children to adapt to the unnatural requirements of such institutions...

To cite this article: David A. Kaiser PhD (2006) School Shootings, High School Size, and Neurobiological Considerations,
Joumal of Neurotherapy: lnvestigations in Neuromodulation, Neurofeedback and Applied Neuroscience, 9:3, 101-l l5
To link to this article: http://dx.doi.ore/10.1300/J 184v09n03_07

An Excerpt from ASBJ:

Where Everybody Knows Your Name
William R. Capps and Mary Ellen Maxwell

... The trend toward bigness and consolidation continues unabated. It is
driven by political, economic, social, and demographic considerations,
rather than by the extensive research indicating that school size has a
demonstrable ffict on how well we educate students. School fficials
who are contemplating consolidation, new school construction, or the
prevention of school violence would do well to consider what this research
says about the merits of small schools.
Kathleen Cotton, a research specialist at the Northwest Regional
Educational Laboratory in Portland, Ore., conducted an exhaustive review
ofthe available data on school size and concluded that "research
has repeatedlyfound small schools to be superior to large schools on
most measures and equal to them on the rest." (Cotton's 1996 report,
School Size, School Climate, and Student Performance, can befound online at
h t tp : //tt'trv,. n v, r e l. o r gt s c p d/ s i rs / I 0/c 0 2 0. ht mL ) F or ex ampl e, the
teachers in small schools lcnow the students well, so they are more likely
to notice if a child is having academic or emotional problems. In addition,
small schools, on average, have fewer discipline problems, better
student attendance rates, andfewer dropouts than large schools. (These
attributes should be especially appealing to school fficials in states that
have instituted accountability standards that measure school success on
the basis of these criteria.)...

This selection first appeared inThe American school Board Journal's September 1999
issue. Sorry I don't have the full citation.
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