HOUSE BILL NO. 140

Pages 7 - 9. Sections 14 and 16
e  Amendments would cap the price of the Class B-10 nonresident big game combination license and
the Class B-11 nonresident deer combination license, including the new base hunting license and
application fees, at $999 and $625 respectively.
» Under current statute, the costs of the B-10 and B-11 licenses must be adjusted annually based
on changes to the consumer price index. Capping the cost of these licenses would help counter
buyer-resistance that may occur if prices increase indefinitely.

Pages 9 - 11. Sections 17, 19, 20
e Amendments to standardize free and discounted licenses at a one-half the cost of an equivalent
full-price license.
» Standardizing free and discounted licenses at one-half cost simplifies the license fee structure
and reduces the amount being subsidized by those paying the full price of a license.

Page 12. Section 21
e Amendment would increase the price for moose, goat, sheep, and bison nonresident licenses
from $750 to $1250.
» Increase reflects desirability of hunting these species in Montana and that current prices are
undervalued compared to other states offering similar opportunities. There is only a small
number of each of these licenses available.

Page 14. Section 24
e Amendment would increase the age at which seniors are eligible for discounted licenses from 62
to 67, and the discount would be set at one-half the cost of the license rather than free with the
purchase of a conservation license.
> This would better align Montana’s senior age with the senior age in other states and generate
additional revenue while still providing a discount to seniors.

Page 15. Section 25
e Amendment would establish license prices for persons with disabilities at one-half the cost.

Page 16. Section 25

o Amendment to subsection (5) is one of several amendments that would consolidate the laws
pertaining to licenses issued to military service members, with no changes to existing free and
discounted licenses offered.
» The affected language is transferred to new sections that appear at the end of this bill.

Pages 19 - 22. Sections 26 and 27

e Amendments are among several that would consolidate the youth-license structure from three
age groups to two age groups (under 12 and 12 to 17), and would standardize the price of free
and discounted licenses for youth at one-half cost of the equivalent full-price license.
» There is no evidence that free youth licenses have increased youth participation.
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‘HB140: An Act revisin'g'la\)i;s related to hunting and fishing licenses

BitL SUMMARY

Overall

e The bill comes at the request of the Environmental Quality Council and takes into account the
recommendations of the License and Funding Citizen Advisory Committee, a group of 13
Montanans that worked for 10 months to craft recommendations.

e The bill is designed to generate the revenue needed to sustain current levels and types of services
while conducting day-to-day operations, and to simplify the license structure.

Highlights
Highlights below do not include numerous small changes aimed at improving clarity of existing law or
implementing proposed changes.

Page 1. Section 1
e Requires FWP to review its expenditures and revenue every 4 years to determine the need for
making license revenue recommendations to the legislature.
» Historically, the legislature has increased hunting and fishing license fees on approximately a
10-year cycle. Moving to a 4-year cycle would provide the legislature a closer connection
between spending and revenues, and allow for timely budget forecasting.

Page 2. Section 2
e Establishes a new base hunting license at a cost of $10 for residents and $15 for nonresidents that
is a prerequisite to purchasing individual species tags and the archery stamp. These prices include
the existing Hunting Access Enhancement Fee of $2 for residents and $10 for nonresidents. This
would be a net increase of $8 for resident hunters.
» Establishing a base hunting license is an alternative to increasing the price for individual species
tags and would help to spread the financial impact across all hunters.

Pages 5 - 6. Sections 8, 9, 10, 12

® Amendments would increase the cost of the season resident fishing license and the season, 10-
day, and 2-day nonresident fishing licenses. This would be a net increase of $3 for resident
anglers.
» Montana’s fishing license prices are below average compared to most other states.

Pages 6 - 7. Section 13
e Amendment would adjust the price of a discounted nonresident turkey license from $55 to one-
half the cost of a full-price nonresident turkey license.
> This change to one-half, or a 50 percent discount, is the first of several changes throughout this
bill to standardize free and discounted licenses at one-half of the equivalent full-price license.
Youth, senior, disabled, and nonresident free and discounted licenses are subject to this
change; military service-based free and discounted licenses would remain the same.




