City of Three Forks o

PO Box 187
Three Forks, MT 59752
Phone/Fax (406) 285-3431

January 28, 2014

Chairman Flynn and Members of the House Fish, Wildlife, and Parks Committee:

Montana’s State Parks share a warm place in my heart and in the hearts of the people of Three Forks. And they
really should, because in the Madison Buffalo Jump State Park, Missouri Headwaters State Park, and Lewis and
Clark Caverns State Park, we truly have three incredible parks in our backyard. We’ve even expanded our trail

system to go to Missouri Headwaters because we have so many residents that enjoy visiting our nearby parks.

It’s no secret that Montana State Parks are an economic driver in Montana, park visitors literally spending
hundreds of millions of dollars in the parks themselves and their neighboring communities. We have people
visiting our local State Parks all year round. Whether it’s buying a tank of gas, a load of groceries, spending the
night in one of our wonderful hotels, or having a delicious meal in one of our restaurants, State Park Visitors
contribute to our local economy. When you figure in the wonderful interpretive and recreational benefits our

al State Parks provide, Lewis and Clark Caverns, Missouri Headwaters, and Madison Buffalo Jump enrich
‘lives of the people in and around Three Forks!

That is to say for those of us that can access the parks. While Lewis and Clark Caverns and Missouri
Headwaters provide wonderful access to the attractions for our elderly and disabled visitors, Madison Buffalo
Jump is a park that leaves out these very important members of our community, and the folks in Montana State
Parks aren’t to blame for this problem. They’ve been incredibly proactive in providing access, but they are
being hindered by the Montana Primitive Parks Established, MCA 23-1-116.

[’'m writing to you today to voice my support for HB263, eliminating Madison Buffalo Jump State Park from
the list of primitive parks. The removal of Madison Buffalo Jump would allow Montana State Parks to provide
modest improvements in paving, trails and restroom access that would allow the elderly and disabled full access
to this cultural treasure, both for Montana residents and non-residents. On behalf of myself and the people of
Three Forks, I kindly request that you pass HB263.

If you have any other questions or find any other way that I can be of assistance in support of HB 263, Please
don’t hesitate to contact me. I thank you for your time, and your support of our local community and our
wonderful Montana State Parks

Most Sincerely,

Hamiltomn

Mayor -- City of Three Forks AU
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